FACTSHEET ON THE MURDER OF ROMY SANCHEZ
 

Romy Sanchez, 39, was shot in cold-blood Wednesday afternoon, March 9, at about 5pm at Kayang St., Baguio City, near the city market. The gunman who disappeared amongst the market crowd shot him from behind with a 38 magnum revolver, the bullet entering below his left ear and exiting above the right ear. Romy died on the spot. He was carrying a laptop, an LCD, and a bag of clothes with some documents at the time of his murder.

 

Ka Romy was with two other companions when they arrived in Baguio yesterday afternoon from La Union.

 

They were supposed to have a consultation in Baguio City but because they arrived early, they proceeded to the wagwagan area in the city market to buy a dress for his eldest daughter who is graduating from elementary school this month.

 

Ka Romy was an active peasant organizer in the Ilocos region (STOP-EX) for the past two decades before he was elected as Secretary-General of BAYAN-Ilocos in 2001. He was also serving as Regional Coordinator for the Ilocos chapter of the partylist Bayan Muna. He was a good propagandist, both oral and written, and also a good organizer.

 

Ka Romy was one of the Abra 14, activists and organizers in the Ilocos who were arrested, tortured, and detained, but later freed on suspicion of being involved in the killing of Conrado Balweg.

 

Members of militant organizations in Baguio held an indignation rally at noon today over the murder of Ka Romy.  They denounced the AFP, particularly elements of the 50th  Infantry Batallion of the Philippine Army, for being behind Ka Romy's murder. Over the past few months, members of militant organizations in the Ilocos region have been subjected to harassment, threats, and other forms of intimidation.  Ka Romy was even warned by a military agent to desist from his active involvement in people's issues and organizations.

 

A parangal (tribute) was held by the rallyists after the march-rally at the Resurrection Cathedral, before Ka Romy's remains were brought down to Sn Fernando, La Union by members of his family and friends at 4pm.
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