March 14, 2005

* Joint Press Statement

Militant Party List Groups Demand Malacañang to Account for Killings

WE condemn in the strongest possible terms the vicious and orchestrated killings, abductions, intimidation, and other cowardly acts perpetrated against our members and civilian supporters by the military and armed operatives of the State particularly the Northern Luzon Command (NOLCOM) headed by Gen. Romeo Dominguez who we believe is the mastermind behind these gory acts.

In the light of the bloody crackdown of progressive organizations, we demand that President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo act now to stop the violence perpetrated against open mass organizations.

As of this date, 12 have already been killed while 5 were abducted by unknown armed agents. Just yesterday, March 13, Fr. William Tadena, an Aglipayan priest was gunned down and died on the spot. His death came four days after Romy Sanchez who also suffered the same fate on Macrh 9. Second councilor for Tarlac Abelardo Ladera also died of a gun blast early this month. They are all members of militant democratic people’s organizations.

These appalling and alarming developments have prompted us to demand a dialogue with the President and Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Efren Abu.

We strongly believe that the President, who hails from Central Luzon, must arrest these spate of killings.

We are gravely alarmed that the military establishment, carrying the approval of Malacañang, has seemingly adopted an unwritten policy of not discriminating between the underground, armed revolutionary groups and unarmed civilians, which has led to bloody crackdowns on militant people’s organizations. Legal and legitimate activist organizations have become open targets of the military’s lethal attacks.

The unabated killings, abductions, and other human rights violations committed against Bayan Muna, Anakpawis, Gabriela Women’s Party, and grassroots organizations supportive of the parties’ brand of politics continue to mirror the intolerant, exploitative, and despotic character of the current regime.

We are compelled to conclude that there is no other likely intention behind such intensified attacks that to completely silence and annihilate the growing mass movement and frustrate the deep-rooted changes it seeks to achieve. #
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