PRESS RELEASE
 
March 16, 2005
 
BAYAN MUNA SOLON CALLS FOR INDEPENDENT BODY TO PROBE BICUTAN SEIGE
 
BAYAN Muna representative Joel G. Virador today condemned the overkill assault carried out by elite police forces yesterday in the Bicutan siege, saying that the gory incident could have been averted if only concerned officials acted promptly and with caution on the armed detainees’ demands.
 
Virador called for a formation of an independent fact-finding panel to investigate the so-called siege which claimed the lives of at least five jail guards and 28 detainees.
 
“It is imperative that an investigation be held quickly, especially since the prisoners killed are key persons in unveiling the truth behind the string of terrorist acts of the ASG. It is better that Government act on this swiftly to erase rising suspicion that the assault is meant to silence some prominent members of the ASG,” Virador said.
 
Citing initial reports from the human rights organization KARAPATA N, Virador said that only three out of 28 killed in the shoot-out were identified as members of the ASG. The rest are among the majority of Moros rounded-up and detained during the height of the Basilan crackdown in July 2001 and then passed-off as ASG members.
 
Among the list of dead inmates during the onsalught are Alhamser Manatad alias Commander Kosovo, Nadzmi Sabdula aka Commander Global, Ghalib Andang alias Commander Robot, Abdulrasid Lim, Basoan Pael, Ahmad Haji Upao, Almasui Mawadi, Jalal Ampaso, Hasbie Dae alias Ka Lando, Ibnohasser Agassi, Almodi Tarabangsa, Ammad Sahiron, Ibrahim Hami Joe, Gafar Mundi, Muhaizer Tilao, Amil Ulla, Ahmad Arawangsa, Nassier Jay Impal, Maorin Mubasarin, Jolo Patarasa, Muktar Abukhair, Badran Abdulhamid, and Burham Abdulla.
 
At least four Christian inmates and a Muslim whose names are still unknown were also slain. Radzmar Sangkula Jul who was in critical condition yesterday died this morning because of a gun shot wound in his head.
 
The hostage-takers headed by Commander Kosovo asked for the following demands in exchange for their surrender: speedy trial on their cases, investigation of human rights violations committed against them, full media coverage where they can air their demands and grievances and a guarantee that no harm will be done to them after they surrender.
 
The bandits also asked for their demands to be put in black and white, to be signed by Gov. Purukasin and Anak Minadanao Rep.  Mujiv Hataman signed. Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) Secretary Angelo Reyes on the other hand refused to sign the paper unless the hostage-takers surrender their guns.
Virador however called for a formation of an independent fact-finding panel to investigate the bloody conclusion to the hostage drama. #
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March 17, 2005
 
Solon notes irregularities in Bicutan siege to be subject for probe
 
Bayan Muna party-list Rep. Joel Virador today expressed dismay over the outcome of the assault in Camp Bagong Diwa that resulted in the death of 23 inmates. He said the execution of prominent Abu Sayyaf leaders had diluted any serious investigation on the incident as well as imperiled prospects for a permanent conclusion to the terrorist activities of the bandit group. 
 
He also questioned the participation of DILG Secretary Angelo Reyes in the formation of a body to investigate the shoot-out.  He said Reyes should also be subjected to investigation as he was one of the ground commanders who called the shots and had ordered the bloody assault to commence. 
 
“Unless a truly impartial probe is conducted, the entire thing would be purely moro-moro.” For one, he said the detained leaders remained valuable to national security as they held vital information.  “While many are not enthralled by the likes of Commander Robot and Commander Cossovo, these Abu Sayyaf leaders were more useful alive than dead as they held strategic information on the workings of their organization,” he said.
 
“They could have answered questions like who or what party is behind the Abu Sayyaf and why a relatively small group could not be crushed by the military,” Virador argued.  “Surely, it would benefit the public if their networks and benefactors were to be unveiled.  But dead men don’t tell tales.  Whatever information they held, they had brought with them to their graves.”
 
Virador noted that before the assault, ARMM Gov. Parouk Hussin was able to contact Commander Global via cellphone.  The latter supposedly informed the Governor he was neither armed nor part of the hostage-taking.  In the morning following the assault, TV news coverage showed Global among the dead, clasping a pristine caliber .45.  Virador also took exception to official statements claiming that the aging and crippled Commander Robot had tenaciously fought against the raiding team.
 
He also questioned the “reckless resort to inordinate force” by Interior Secretary Angelo Reyes and other ground commanders.  He said colleagues Reps. Mujiv Hataman of Anak Mindanao and Allan Peter Cayetano of Taguig were constantly present and had been negotiating with the detainees in their individual capacities.  “There were patent indications that the plotters were ready to surrender after a few reasonable requests had been granted.  It was surprising that the police just moved in for the kill.”
 
He also noted that at the height of the assault, witnesses and reporters claimed they did not hear any return fire from the detainees' side.  Cosain Naga of the Moro Christian People’s Alliance, who was present throughout the siege, claimed he heard Reyes screaming at the top of his lungs, "Banat! Banat!" as gunfire exploded from within the building.
 
”And yet another interesting fact is that three handguns were supposedly in the possession of the plotters. If 23 supposed plotters were killed, it would be fair to say that many of those killed were unarmed and that the raiding team had indiscriminately fired upon the detainees,” Virador noted.
 
Most of the Moro detainees were imprisoned since 2001, after President Arroyo declared a "state of lawlessness" in Basilan that led to mass arrests of suspected Abu Sayyaf members.  Many inmates who claimed to be innocent were arrested without warrant, tortured, and detained. #
