News Release*March 3, 2005

Bayan Muna condemns murder of Tarlac City Councilor

Links killing to Hacienda Luisita land and labor disputes

Bayan Muna Party-List Rep. Satur Ocampo strongly condemned the killing of Abelardo “Abel” R. Ladera, Tarlac City councilor and resident of Brgy. Balete, Hacienda Luisita.

Around 1:00 pm today, Ladera was buying spare parts for his jeep from an auto shop in Brgy. Paraiso, San Miguel, Tarlac City. Boarding a Delica van, an unidentified gunman shot and hit him in the chest. Ladera was rushed to the Central Luzon Doctors’ Hospital (CLDH), Tarlac City where he died before 2:00 pm.

Ocampo said the killing of Ladera is “most probably connected with the Hacienda Lusita land and labor disputes”. Ladera, who was endorsed by Bayan Muna and placed second as city councilor in last year’s elections, was a known and vocal critic of the Hacienda Luisita management and active sympathizer of the striking sugar and farm workers. Ocampo said that Kagawad Ladera joined the United Luisita Workers’ Union (ULWU) and Central Azucarrera de Tarlac Labor Union (CATLU) leaders whom he accompanied to talk to former Tarlac Rep. Peping Cojuangco last November 16, 2005, the morning before the Hacienda Luisita massacre.

Ocampo said, “Because of our sympathies for the striking hacienda workers, Ladera and I became targets of black propaganda. Ladera was alleged to be New People’s Army (NPA) spokesperson Gregorio Rosal’s nephew and therefore had connections with the NPA. I was accused of whitewashing the Hacienda Luisita massacre that was alleged to be a communist plot.”

The party-list representative believed that “Ladera’s killing is part of the scheme to persecute all those who are supporting the demands of the Hacienda Luisita farm and sugar mill workers against the hacienda management. Apparently, the perpetrators aim to silence the likes of Ladera.” It could be recalled that last December, Tarlac peasant leader Marcelino “Ka Marcing” Beltran was also killed by the military. Beltran was a key witness to the November 16 Luisita massacre.

Ocampo and other Bayan Muna leaders are set to visit Ladera’s wake today. #

