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BAYAN MUNA to launch Solidarity Mission to Northern Samar

BAYAN MUNA - Eastern Visayas along with BAYAN-Silangang Bisaya, KATUNGOD-Sinirangan Bisayas, and other militant and progressive organizations in the region will launch a Solidarity Mission to Northern Samar on March 9-10, 2005 as a response to the recent spate of harassments and the “climate of terror” perpetrated by the 63rd Infantry Battalion headed by Col. Manuelito Usi. The 63rd Iinfantry Batallion takes direct operational orders from the 8th Infantry Division operating in Eastern Visayas and currently headed by Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr.

Education Officer of BAYAN MUNA-EV Nestor J. Nirza, Jr. said, “This is part of our concerted efforts among local, regional and national organizations to demand a stop to the systematic and militaristic attacks done by the 63rd IB headed by Col. Manuelito Usi against legal organizations and legitimate struggles in the province.”

More than 30 soldiers in full battle gear with an armored personnel carrier (APC) stationed in front of the progressive party-list’s provincial headquarters in Sitio Bukhasan, Brgy. Cawayan, Catarman, Northern Samar last March 6. The uncalled for deployment of troops happened a day after the declaration of Maj. Gen. Jovito S. Palparan Jr., the newly installed commanding general of the 8th Infantry “to end up anti-government rallies in Samar Island within six months.”

“This is the handiwork of Maj. Gen. Palparan of Mindoro where several Bayan Muna members have been martyred,” Nirza opined.

“He is maligning our group and legitimate organizations with accusations of being ‘legal fronts’ of the CPP-NPA and thereby justifying the atrocities towards the civilian populace.”

Rep. Teodoro Casino and Deputy Secretary-General Roberto De Castro of Bayan Muna National Office will be part of the Solidarity Mission to Northern Samar.

The contingents will seek to rally the support of the local/provincial officials and thereby come out with a resolution or appropriate legislative action to condemn the recent incidents in the province.

The presence of 803rd Brigade and 63rd IB commanders are expected in the said dialogue. # # #

