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Party-list solon condemns spate of killings, calls on Congress to intervene
 

“Is the life of the 49 slain leaders and sympathizers of Bayan Muna worth the party’s participation in Congress?” 

 

The answer is “no” according to Bayan Muna Rep. Teddy Casiño reiterating that, “all the seats of Congress are not worth the life of one lowly peasant”. He clarified however, that while the Arroyo regime is out to annihilate the party, its members shall not be silenced. 

 

In a privilege speech delivered last night at about the same time Atty. Felidido Dacut, Bayan Muna National Council member was killed in Tacloban City, Casiño urged Congress to sign a resolution condemning the attacks on Bayan Muna. He also challenged members of Congress to talk to the AFP and the PNP in their respective districts and urge them to treat the party different and apart from armed revolutionary groups.

 

The young solon likewise challenged Pres. Arroyo to issue a policy statement ordering all units of the military and police to respect the rights and civil liberties of progressive organizations and to desist from launching any operation against leaders, members, and supporters of militant organizations. 

 

The impassioned legislator said that the killing of activists is an attack on democracy itself. “Summary execution of legitimate political oppositionists is an attack on civil and political liberties,” he said adding that “the killing of political dissenters is a concern of all, not only of Bayan Muna, since anybody can be targeted”.    

 

Casiño is convinced the military is behind the killings. He bared that since 2001, the AFP top brass repeatedly declared its resolve to crush the so-called “political infrastructure” of the CPP-NPA-NDF. In various House Committee hearings from the 12th and 13th Congresses, AFP officials said Bayan Muna is a “front” of the NDF and is therefore a part of the communist’s “political infrastructure”. 

 

“From these declarations alone, the AFP admits the fact that, at the minimum, they are out to maim our party-list,” Casiño said. 

 

Since Bayan Muna’s entry into the part-list elections in May 2001, 49 of its leaders and sympathizers have already been slain while 10 are still missing. The legislator claimed that an average of 3 Bayan Muna leaders or sympathizers is being killed or abducted every week for the past 6 weeks. Recent casualties include Bayan Muna National Council members Felidito Dacut and Romy Sanchez, Aglipayan priest Rev. William Tadena IFI, and Tarlac councilor Abelardo Ladera – all killed within the past two weeks #

