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Two killed every ten days

“Military out to annihilate party-list members” – solon

Four hours after Bayan Muna member and Tarlac City councilor Abelardo Ladera’s burial, another Bayan Muna leader was shot dead, bringing the number of Bayan Muna members killed at 3 while another 2 still missing in just three weeks.

Romy Sanchez, 39, was gunned down at the Kayang public market in Baguio City at around 5:10PM yesterday. Sanchez, a father of five, is the party-list’s Ilocos regional coordinator. Friends and relatives of the slain leader pointed out elements of the 50th IB as the perpetrators.

“The incidents are staggering. At this rate, there are two Bayan Muna member either killed or abducted every 10 days,” said Bayan Muna Rep. Teddy Casiño.

But what is equally stunning according to the young solon, “is that the systematic killings, perpetrated by the military are done in the absence of a terror tag or an anti-terrorism law.”

“Just imagine what they can do if the anti-terrorism bill is enacted,” he said adding that with an anti-terrorism law at their disposal, the military and police can hold hostage legitimate opposition and dissent.

The solon also bared that there are reported harassments by the military of party-list members. Last March 6, a company of the 63rd IB under Col. Manuelito Usi staked out before the Bayan Muna Northern Samar headquarters in Catarman Samar.

The solon also found malicious imputations by the Northern Luzon Command that members of Bayan Muna are themselves members of the NPA. Ladera’s name, prior to his killing, was part of a NOLCOM report presented before DOJ officials and explicitly declaring the councilor as a CPP cadre.

Aside from Sanchez and Ladera, the party-list’s coordinator for Lucena City, Ronnie Almaote, was killed last February 5, while Bayan Muna provincial leader Danny Macapagal and member Esteban Pastor were reported missing.

Macapagal was abducted in Nueva Ecija March 3, the same day Ladera was killed. Fifty-three year old Pastor, an active Bayan Muna member in San Luis, Aurora was missing since February 11. #
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