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Death Comes in the Azucarera

Whereas some quarters in the academe has unreflexively aligned with the discourse of capital in their celebration of democratic space and the decentering of class politics, farm workers in the Hacienda Luisita, owned by the influential comprador Cojuanco clan, were massacred last November 16, 2004 by military troops and the Cojuangco’s other loyal agents. The farm workers were gassed, hosed and then brutally gunned-down with an assortment of guns including 60-caliber machine guns while they were upholding their democratic rights.

Long mired in destitute poverty brought about by feudal relations, the farm workers of Hacienda Luisita resisted the Cojuangco’s renewed scheme to evade land reform.  The workers launched a strike to resist the stock distribution option (SDO) peddled by the Hacienda in lieu of genuine land reform. The Hacienda Luisita case exemplifies the failure of land reform under the administration of regimes beholden to the interests of the few and powerful.  The Cojuangcos, with an ex-president and powerful politicians within their ranks, indeed belong to the few and powerful in a nation of exploited workers and peasants.

Predictably, the Cojuangcos resorted to the State’s protection. The Secretary of Labor Patricia Sto. Tomas declared the Department of Labor and Employment’s (DOLE) Assumption of Jurisdiction on the strike. DOLE took over by asserting that the Hacienda Luisita strike has become a threat to the national interest, necessitating a back-to-work-order on the farm workers. 

To enforce this policy effectively, military troops were deployed on a mass scale as if the PNP and the Yellow forces (Cojuanco’s private armed guards) were not enough. This collusion between the historically specific bureaucrat landlord comprador class and the repressive state apparatus can only lead to a slaughter reminiscent of the Mendiola Massacre under the Cory Cojuangco-Aquino’s regime. 

It is a matter of curiosity that Aquino is related to the same Cojuangcos; she is in fact speaking in their behalf saying that thousands are adversely affected by the strike as if there weren’t seven people dead, one hundred six detained and many others injured. 

Her son Noynoy, congressman of Tarlac and heir to the hacienda, uses the same tactic of diverting the public’s attention to an equally feeble argument that blames the ever-growing number of Filipino workers and patriots supportive of the just struggle of the hacienda workers. Noynoy, Sto. Tomas and the media tag four of the seven killed as infiltrators implying that their murder is justified. Sto. Tomas embarasses herself further when she brazenly belittles the strike as an instance of the Left’s manipulation of the masses. Who could she be referring to? Congressman Satur Ocampo of Bayan Muna? Anakpawis party list? Kilusang Mayo Uno? Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas? On the contrary, these collectivities are the ones bringing the class stuggle at the Hacienda to the public which is why they have been formed in the first place: to be one with the struggles of the Filipino people for land, jobs, and justice. 

By a certain metaphoric twist (the demon whispering to the innocent masses), Sto. Tomas evades the legitimate demands of the farm workers and the long history of their exploitation. She must be reminded that she provided "legitimacy" to the murders of the workers and peasants by issuing the "return to work order" in the guise of "protecting the national interest".

As if all these inane defenses of the criminals were not enough, the haciendero Peping Cojuangco himself boasts that three hundred of the farm workers did not participate in the strike if only to convince the public that the complaint of the strikers were unfounded. It does not necessarily follow that these three hundred workers’ non-participation means that they are opposed to the strike or that they are happy with the management. If anything, they are forced to work under harsh conditions due to the lack of alternative livelihood.

Forty eight hours have passed but no credible investigation has been undertaken by any agency. It has also been seventeen years since the Mendiola Massacre; none of the perpetrators have been brought to justice. Aglipay fired two of his men while calling for a so-called ‘unbiased’ investigation to create a semblance of responsible action on the part of the government. Meanwhile, Mrs. Arroyo revels in her upcoming rendezvous with George Bush in the APEC summit where the US-led alliance will meet to reaffirm their resolve to realize the neoliberal agenda — one that has been killing millions of farmers worldwide.

The neo-liberal agenda that structures our political and economic policies is the modality of U.S. imperialism mobilizing the ruling classes of the neo-colonies to protect imperialist interests: the perpetuation of a backward agrarian economy controlled by the landlord-comprador bourgeoisie such as the Cojuangcos, the maintenance of a corrupt government by the same ruling elite, the violation of workers’ rights and repression of the people on a grand scale (contractualization of labor, union busting, low wages, retrenchment and murder in its extreme form).

How dare Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo assuage the public by blabbering on the benefits of the free market when it is the very thing that kills and maims thousands upon thousands of farmers, workers, government employees, professionals and the youth! This we are certain: the farm workers who chose to remain silent suffer continued exploitation while those who courageously fight have been aimed with bullets. We have no reason to keep Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and her cohorts in power especially after this bloodshed.

The unreflexive alignment of the academe with the global capitalist order has more than ever been challenged: that this is no ideal democracy where dialogue between conflicting classes happen, that this massacre is an instance of the class struggle which has long been effaced from the vocabulary of intellectuals, that bullets speak in this part of the world.

Justice for the martyrs of Hacienda Luisita! No to militarization!

Condemn the repression of workers’ rights! Oust Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo!

 Struggle for Genuine Agrarian Reform!
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