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SAVING DELA CRUZ, PULL-OUT OF TROOPS: JUDGEMENT CALL NOT AN IMPOSSIBLE TASK FOR PGMA

"Kung gusto, may paraan. President Arroyo can save the life of Angelo dela Cruz if she can muster the political will to defy, for once, its commitment to the US government. We strongly call on the Arroyo government to save Angelo dela Cruz and immediately order the pull-out of the Filipino humanitarian contingent in Iraq. It is the one judgement call that President Arroyo can make to save his life."

GABRIELA Women's Partylist Representative Liza Largoza Maza issued this statement today as the partylist group joins the nation in its prayer for the safety of abducted Filipino worker Angelo dela Cruz as well as the growing clamor for the immediate pull-out of Filipino troops and workers in Iraq.

Maza said that President Arroyo reneging her commitment to support the US government's illegal invasion and occupation of Iraq, is a very small price to pay for the life of dela Cruz and the safety of over 4,000 Filipinos in Iraq.

"Many have died and a greater number have been wounded in incidents of bombings. The safety of Filipinos in the Middle East has long been at risk. We have repeatedly warned the Arroyo government of the repercussions of her staunch support of the US government. Spain, Honduras and a number of other US allies have began to withdraw their troops in Iraq. It is not an impossible task," said Maza.

Maza stressed that it is not just dela Cruz' wife and eight children that are counting on President Arroyo's decisive withdrawal of troops but the family of all Filipinos working in the Middle East. "President Arroyo should find it in her heart to save their lives." #

