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Bayan condemns hostage-taking

Calls for RP withdrawal from Iraq

The militant Bagong Alyansang Makabayan today condemned the hostage-taking 

of a Filipino in Iraq and at the same time assailed the Philippine 

government's culpability in the incident.

"We condemn in the strongest terms the hostage taking of our compatriot in 

Iraq. However, the Philippine government has a great responsibility in the 

incident because of its continuing support for the US war in Iraq and its 

persistence in sending Filipinos troops and workers to Iraq," said Bayan 

spokesperson Renato M. Reyes, Jr.

According to Bayan, the incident confirms the groups worst fears that 

Philippine president Gloria Macapagal Arroyo's "blind support" for the US 

occupation of Iraq will endanger the lives of Filipinos there and in the 

Middle East.

"This incident should be a wake-up call for the government to immediately 

withdraw its support for the US occupation. There is no moral or legal 

basis to support the occupation in the first place. The government must put 

the safety of the Filipinos first over the dictates of the US government," 

Reyes said.

Bayan called for the immediate pull-out of a small contingent of Filipino 

troops stationed in Iraq. "Their presence there is unnecessary given the 

current situation. They are merely there to provide political support for 

an illegal occupation. Their continued presence makes the Philippines and 

its citizens vulnerable to retaliatory actions from various groups opposed 

to the US-led occupation," Reyes added.

The militant group assailed the Arroyo government's "hardheadedness" on the 

issue of keeping Filipino troops and workers in Iraq. There have been 

repeated calls in the past to pull-out Filipino troops because of the spate 

of kidnappings and hostage-takings by rebel groups. Ambassador to the 

Middle East Roy Cimatu today recommended that Filipino troops in Iraq 

should be retained.

Bayan and Migrante are set to hold a protest vigil tonight at the 

Department of Foreign Affairs. Church-based groups are also expected to 

attend to lead prayers for the saftey of the Filipino hostage in Iraq. ###
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Whether or not the hostage held in Iraq is a Filipino, the Bagong Alyansang 

Makabayan remains adamant in its call to pull-out Filipino workers and 

troops in Iraq. It is been abundantly clear from the past few months that 

Filipino workers continue to be exposed to threats coming from the ongoing 

conflict in Iraq.

We cannot simply dismiss the issue as a question of nationality. What is 

being questioned here is the government's continuing policy of support for 

the US occupation and the government's refusal to pull-out Filipino workers 

and troops in Iraq.

Our continued stay in Iraq makes us vulnerable to these kind of attacks. 

There is no assurance that such an incident will not happen again.

The government's continued support of the US occupation in Iraq shows that 

the Philippine government is more interested in meeting the demands of the 

US than in securing its citizens from potential and actual harm.

The Philippine government must learn from the examples of other countries 

like Russia who pulled out all their citizens from Iraq. It will take 

political will on the part of the administration to secure our compatriots 

abroad.

Bayan is issuing the following demands to the Arroyo administration:

1.     Recall Filipino troops and workers in Iraq

2.     Stop any further deployment of troops and workers in Iraq

3.     Issue a public statement withdrawing RP support for the US 

occupation of Iraq.
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