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As GRP-NDFP office on Rights Monitoring body opens: PCPR Joins Rights Groups in Filing Complaints on Rights Abuses 

The Promotion of Church People’s Response (PCPR) is demanding justice  for  victims of state-sponsored human rights abuses and terror campaign as  it  joined the formal opening and inauguration of the office of the Joint  Secretariat of the Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) of the Government  of the  Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front of  the  Philippines (NDFP) at the Multi-Purpose Center of the Immaculate  Concepcion  Parish in Quezon City today. 

On behalf of the victims and victims’ families who were terrorized in  the  March 4 Davao International Airport (DIA) bombing and 32 other ‘mystery  bombings’ in various parts of Mindanao, PCPR declared, “As we submit  this  formal complaint on the deaths of civilians, we pray that the alleged  involvement of the military under then Sec. Angelo Reyes will be  thoroughly  investigated by the JMC even after the government-created commission  already  exonerated him. The real bombers and masterminds must be punished and  we  demand the government to stop its terror campaign against our Moro  brothers  and sisters who have been victims of indiscriminate raids, warrantless  arrests, torture and grave harassments on totally baseless accusations  that  they were the bombers.”

The JMC was formed to monitor the implementation and non-implementation  of  the GRP-NDFP Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human Rights and  International Humanitarian Law (CARHRIHL) in compliance with the  significant  agreements achieved in the last two rounds of formal peace talks held  in  February and April 2004 in Oslo, Norway.  “We also urge the members of  the  GRP Section of this newly-formed human rights monitoring body to step  up  efforts to investigate the long list of brutal killings, attempted  killings,  enforced disappearances, harassment and grave threats that are  indicative of  the lowest discipline and respect for human rights by elements of the  Armed  Forces of the Philippines (AFP) such as the 204th Brigade in Oriental  Mindoro, “ Rev. Fr. Allan Jose Arcebuche, OFM, PCPR National  Co-Chairperson  stated. 

In Mindoro alone, the brutal killings of members of Bayan Muna and  militant  people’s organizations under the command of Army Colonel-turned-General  Jovito Palparan, and now under Col. Fernando Mesa are the most  outrageous  incidents of CARHRIHL violations under the Arroyo administration. The  victims include prominent human rights leaders Eden Marcellana, Eddie  Gumanoy, Naujan mayoralty candidate Atty. Juvie Magsino and other Bayan  Muna  martyrs. The latest victim, Isaias Manamo Jr., was a 24-year old  Anakpawis  leader. 

PCPR likewise urged the GRP Section to look into similar cases of human  rights abuses in Quezon. On April 25 at around 5am, close to 20 armed  men  forcibly took Tatay Biring Pasia from his house in Brgy. Mangilag  Norte,  Candelaria.  Seventy-two years of age, he was tortured the whole day  until  he was released around 9 pm. That same day, Anak ng Bayan volunteers  Reuel  Adornado, 21, and Oliver Ostonal, 29, failed to attend their  consultation  meeting in Lucena. They were last seen April 23 at a local candidate’s  caucus in Mangilag Sur, Candelaria and have been missing since then. 

To date, human rights groups in Quezon recorded two killings, two  missing  with one found dead, three attempted murders and grave harassment of  several  leaders and members of people’s organizations. The victims are known  activists against anti-people ‘development’ projects like Mirant, a  coal- fired power plant in Pagbilao, and the construction of the Penta Port  along  Tayabas bay that would displace thousands of fisherfolks and poor  families  in the coastal area. They also led the people’s successful protests  against  the degradation of Mount Banahaw that was initially targeted for the  government’s South Luzon Expressway (SLEX). 
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