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From the President:
Dear Friendsand Members:

Important changesto the structure of theAmerican-Austrian Society
have been proposed. The Officers and Directors met and accepted the
recommendations of a Special Committee on the By-Laws chaired by
Prof. Dr. Peter Evans. Their proposal, to re-incorporate the Society and
seek IRS tax-exempt status as a charitable organization, will be submit-
ted to the members for approval in accordance with the provisions of
our By-Laws.

Current status

Asmany of you know, the Society was founded in 1954 and was
incorporated as anot-for-profit under the laws of the District of Colum-
bia. In recent years, the Society’s corporate status | apsed and the
Society has effectively functioned as an un-incorporated association.
Because of the Society’s essential purposeasa*social club” it did not
qualify for tax-exempt statusunder |RS regul ations.

Why seek tax-exempt status?

IRS recognition as atax-exempt charitable organization would allow the
society to seek tax-deductible donations allowing usto expand our
cultural, educational, and purely charitable activitiesin conjunction with
the Embassy of Austria’ s cultural program. It would not changethe
Society’ sfunction asaforumfor all those with aninterest in “things
Ausdtrian.”

Achieving the transformation

We are pleased that we have the full support of the Embassy of Austria,
which wishesto cooperate with usin our desireto increase the Society’s
functions. We expect to have the documentation necessary for achieving
thistransformation ready by theAnnua Meeting, whichwill beheldin
late May. At that time, we will seek your approval of thisplan.

Best regards,
Stephen Schott

CORPORATE SPONSORS:

The Austrian Atelier

Klaus Haagen’s Internet-based company, selling traditional and modern Gmundner
ceramics, elegant contemporary candles from Austria, as well as Hungarian embroi-
dery. On the web at www.theaustrianatelier.com or call toll free 877 925 9999.

Austria’s Finest Naturally

Christa and John-Paul Cook of Helco, Ltd. Offer an array of all natural Austrian grown
imports including pure Pumpkinseed oil, and a breathtaking variety of fruit and
balsamic wine vinegars, juices, jellies and honey. On the web at
www.austrianpumpkinoil.com

Vintage Security

A leader in the home security and networking industry, providing enhanced home
wiring for Audio, Data, Video, Telephone or Home Theater. Vintage is one of the
largest full-scale integrator in the Washington/Baltimore area. Find them on the web
at www.vintagesecurity.com.




A-AS Sponsored Events

Wednesday, March 16 at 7:00 PM Post Classical
Ensemble- Gala Performance: Mahler’s Song of the
Earth (Lied von der Erde), preceded by black tie
reception, concert followed by abuffet offered by the
Tavernadel Alabardero. Atthe Embassy of Austria
under the gracious patronage of Her Excellency, Ambas-
sador EvaNowotny. A-AS members may purchase tax-
deductibleticketsat $75.00 (half theregular price. Call
(202) 966-8778. The Society hopesthat you can
attend this exceptional event.

Wednesday, March 23 at 7:30 PM at theAustrian
Embassy. Special screening for members of the Society
of the classic 1935 M ax Reinhardt film of “Midsum-
mer Night’sDream” with music of Mendelssohn and
Erich Korngold - in conjunction with the Embassy
Series concert on March 25, Korngold: the other

M ozart (see below). Reservationsfor the screening: call
(202) 895-6776.

Eventsin the Planning, datesto be announced

Mid-April: KaffeehausJause: will be held at the
Austrian Embassy.

May: Inhonor of the 50th Anniversary of the
Staatsvertrag, the Society is planning asymposium on
Austriain 1955, Remembrancesand the Future.
June: Heuriger

August: TheBlasor chester Voest Alpine will be
touring inthe United Statesin . We are hoping to
sponsor thisgroup for aconcert herein Washington

The Austrian Cultural Forum.

under thedirection of Mag. MargaretaPloder. Offering
the following eventsin March. These eventsare
admission free and held at the Embassy at 3524 Interna-
tional Court NW, but must be RSVP’d by calling 202-
895-6776 or rsvp@austria.org.

Through March 31, 10am to 4 pm: | da Sofia M aly
(1894 - 1941): exhibit of drawingsand paintings curated
by AnnaLehninger

Thursday, March 10 at 7:30 pm: Reinventing Heimat
inand after Exile: Jean Amery, Elisabeth Freundlich
and Egon Schwartz. lecture by JacquelineVansant,
University of Michigan. Wine and cheesereception
follows.

Monday, March 14 at 8:00 pm Darwin’sNightmare
(in English) A documentary by Hubert Sauper, France/
Austria/lBelgium 2004 1n cooperation with DC Environ-
mental Filmfestival.

Tuesday, March 22 7:30 pm*“ Emigrated Austrians’
— apiano concert by Albert Sassmann. Program:
Weigl, Starer, Wittgenstein, Toch, Zeidl, Krenek. In
cooperation with International Club of DC.

Other Upcoming Events of Interest

Thursday, March 10. 9:30 am - 4:30 pm The Univer-
sity of Maryland ishosting afull-day seminar celebrating
Elfriede Jelinek, Austrian Nobel Laureatefor literature,
whowashbornin 1946 in Syria. At &. Mary’ sHall,
Dept. of Germanic Studies, College Park, MD. For
information call Elke Fredericksen at 301-405-4091.

The Embassy Series

will bring you the following concertsintheAustrian
Embassy - and remember, make your reservations by
phoning (202) 625-2361 to receivethe A-ASdiscount!

Friday, March 25at 8:00 pm K orngold: the other
Mozart. Alexander Frey, piano, and sopranoL aura
Peder sen perform thisevening celebrating the work of
ErichWolfgang Korngold. He was one of Austria’s most
promising composers and one of the great geni uses of
modern music, who had to fleeAustriafrom the national
socialists. Hewrote beautiful operas and songs and went
on to Hollywood to compose “ swashbuckling” movie
scores. Regular ticket price: $40

Monday, April 4 at 8:00 pm, apiano recital by Christo-
pher Hinter huber, bright young star of Austria. He
returnsto the Embassy of Austriato play music of

C.PE. Bach, Busoni, Mozart and Schumann. He has
been compared to Arthur Schnabel and chosen asatop
artistinthe“rising star series” at Carnegie Hall. Regular
ticket price $35

The Washinton Saengerbund

Sunday, April 24, 3-7 pm Spring Concert and Tea
Dance*“ Unter den Linden” featuring someof Berlin's
favorite composers, at Meridian House, 1630 Crescent
Place, NW. Concert isfollowed by savories and dessert
buffet and 3 three hours of dancing to the Con Brio!
Quintet. Tickets $40 per personTel. 703-913-4833,
www.saengerbund.org or 202-310-4691.
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Sephen Schott, President 202-337-5257

Marilyn Nejelski, 1st Vice President 301-320-0713
Prof. Dr. Peter Evans, 2nd V. President 703-573-6452
Pamela L eonowich, Treasurer 703-922-6866




