Conrad Grebel was born around 1498 to a wealthy Swiss family.  He performed the first adult baptism and Zwingli referred to him as the ringleader of the Anabaptist group in Zurich.  Because of these two facts, many consider him the “Father” of Anabaptists.  Grebel were originally joined in a study group with Zwingli.  However, they did not always see eye to eye.  Their differences were first noted in the Second Disputation in Zurich in October of 1523.  Grebel and Zwingli differed in their beliefs in Mass.  In the Third Disputation, Zwingli’s argument’s won over Grebel’s case against infant baptism.  The council ordered for all infants to be baptized within eight days.  As an act of noncompliance, Grebel and others assembled in Manz’s house where he baptized George Blaurock.  George Blaurock, and ex-priest, then went on to baptize others in their company.  This initiated the Anabaptist movement.  Grebel then spent the next several months preaching for the need of repentance and baptism.  In October of 1525, he was arrested and sentenced to life in prison.  In March of 1526, Grebel’s friends helped him escape.  Later that summer, he died from the plague.

George Blaurock’s history was very little known.  As stated already, Conrad Grebel baptized him at the home of Feliz Manz and Blaurock then proceeded to baptize others in his presence.  He was also imprisoned and sentenced to life as Conrad Grebel and escaped as well.  In January 1527, George Blaurock was taken to the Fish market where he was stripped and beaten until he bled.  He was told to leave and to never return or else he would be drowned like his friend, Feliz Manz, who will be discussed. Blaurock showed up a few months later in Appenzell and then was banished from there. He then showed up in Bern where he attended a 3-week disputation, which officially made the city Protestant.  Blaurock & seven other Anabaptist colleagues, nevertheless, were thrown in prison. His exact whereabouts afterwards are unknown.  He died around 1529.
Feliz Manz was born in Zurich around 1498 as the illegitimate son of a Zurich priest. He was another important figure in the Anabaptist movement in Zurich.  In December of 1524, he petitioned his argument against infant baptism to the Zurich city council, often called Protestation or Protest and Defense.  He justified his argument using instances when adults were baptized from the Bible – John the Baptist, Paul in Acts 22, and Peter baptizing others in Acts 10.  John the Baptist required repentance before receiving baptism.  In Acts 22, Paul was baptized after he called upon the name of the Lord.  As for Peter, he baptized people after they had just received the Holy Spirit.  Another justification he gave was that the pope instituted infant baptism and not Christ.  Because of this infant baptism should not be a sacrament of the religion.  Manz, as Grebel and others did after the disputation in January of 1525, went to spread the newly formed faith.  In 1526, he was captured and imprisoned.  After escaping life in prison, he was recaptured, and in January 1527, the same day George Blaurock was stripped and beaten in the Fish Market, he was placed on a boat and pushed into the Limmat River with his hands and feet bound.

Michael Sattler was born in Stauffen, Germany around 1490.  He joined the Benedictine monastery of St. Peter’s and left probably because of his different theological views or because of a peasants’ march to the monastery protesting high taxes.  He and his wife fled to Zurich and became Anabaptists in 1525 because of a program to eliminate heresy from his region.  He stayed with Wolfgang Capito in Strasbourg, a German humanist and reformer, and discussed theology with him and Martin Bucer, another reformer.  In February of 1527, Sattler and other Anabaptists held a conference in Schleitheim where the Schleitheim Articles was composed, which is considered the first Anabaptist confession of faith, in which Zwingli and Calvin refuted.  The Schleitheim Articles contained seven articles concerning infant baptism, the ban of anyone who sins for the third time, breaking of bread, separation from evil, pastors, the use of the sword, and the swearing of oaths.  Sattler was captured and he and his wife were tried and convicted of heresy.   In May 1527, he was tortured in Rottenburg marketplace where he also prayed “Almighty, eternal God, thou art the way and the truth; because I have not been shown to be in error, I will with thy help on this day testify to the truth and seal it with my blood.”  He was then pushed into blazing fire and a few days later his wife was executed by drowning.



 “If One Ill-Treat You”


If one ill-treat you for my sake,


And daily you to shame awake,



Be Joyful, your reward is nigh



Prepared for you in heaven on high.


O Christ, help Thou Thy little flock;


Who faithful follow Thee, their Rock;



By Thine own death redeem each one,



And Crown the work that Thou hast done.

A hymn attributed to Sattler found in Burrage’s translation of Als Christus mit sein’r wahren Lehr
Balthasar Hubmaier was born in Friedburg, Germany around 1481.  He studied under Johann Eck, a prominent Catholic figure and defender of the Catholic faith who debated Martin Luther and Karlstadt at the Leipzig debate. Hubmaier received his doctorate the same year as Martin Luther.    He followed Eck to Ingolstadt in 1512.   In 1514, he was present at the Second Disputation in Zurich in which he sided with Zwingli that reform should proceed slowly in Zurich.  In 1516, he left to become the cathedral preacher in Regensburg.  He left Regensburg five years later and became the parish priest of Waldshut.  He also convened a disputation in Waldshut in April of 1524 in which he presented his Eighteen Theses.  The Eighteen Theses contained arguments against Catholic practices, such as the lighting of candles, the use of holy water, and the use of images.  In July 1524, the Austrian government ordered an attack on Waldshut and Hubmaier fled to Schaffhausen where he wrote appeals to the city, a thesis against Johann Eck, and On Heretics and Those Who Burn Them which argued for basically the freedom of religion.  In April 1525, Hubmaier was officially initiated into the Anabaptist movement when Wilhelm Reublin, an Anabaptist exiled from Zurich, baptized him. In 1526, he fled to Nicolsburg under the protection of Leonhard van Liechtenstein and even baptized him.  Hubmaier was arrested by the Catholic authorities, was tried and charged with heresy.  In March 1528, he was tortured in the marketplace and then burned at the stake in Vienna.  Three days later, his wife was thrown into the Danube River with a stone tied around her neck.  Obviously, drowning was the most popular form of execution for Anabaptists.
Menno Simons was born in the Netherlands in 1496.  There is little information on his early life.  He was consecrated as a priest in 1524.  Simons questioned Transubstantiation as well as other Catholic practices.  However, it was not until the defeat of an uprising of Münsterite Anabaptists that included the death of his brother Peter Simons that caused Menno Simons to break from the Catholic Church. In 1536, Obbe Phillips, a Dutch Anabaptist and pacifist, baptized Menno Simons and ordained him into the Anabaptist movement.  Simons wrote several documents, but his most popular is the Foundation of Christian Doctrine.  This work contained his outline of
“biblical faith” as well as explicating on the inaccuracy of the Catholic Church. Simons believed in believer’s baptism was absolutely against infant baptism.  He also turned away from tradition as did many other reformers and focused on only the Bible in his beliefs and practice.  Menno Simons died on January 31, 1561.  The term Mennonite refers to churches that branched from sixteenth century Anabaptism. However, Menno Simons WAS NOT the founder of the movement as many assumes.  There were some who followed Menno Simons and thus labeled themselves Mennonites.

Melchoir Hoffman was born around 1495 and was originally a Lutheran lay missionary and a furrier by trade. In Strassburg in 1529, he adopted Denck’s ideas and became an Anabaptist. In addition to Denck’s ideas, he added his own idea that Christ would soon return. Because of this, he preached that everyone must prepare for Christ’s coming. Hoffman was successful in spreading Anabaptism in the Netherlands for about a quarter of the entire Northern Netherland population was Anabaptists. In 1530, after a warrant for his arrest was issued, Hoffman fled to East Frisia. He finally resumed in Strassburg again in 1533 where he was arrested and died ten years later still imprisoned.

Hans Denck was born around 1500 in Upper Baravia to very well educated parents. In 1519, he graduated from the University of Ingolstadt under Johann Eck.  In 1525, with his wife and kid, he left Nuremburg for Augsburg.  In 1526, he was baptized by Balthasar Hubmaier.  Shortly after becoming an Anabaptist, he composed Whether God is the Cause of Evil, The Law of God, and Paradoxa: He Who Truly Loves the Truth to support his beliefs.  Unlike Martin Luther, Denck believed people had free will and the choice to accept or not to accept God’s salvation.  Martin Bucer labeled him the “pope of Anabaptists.” After confrontations in Augsburg, he left for Strassburg, where he also would leave in 1526 for his next stop in Worms.  In Worms, he along with Ludwig Hatzer translated the Old Testament Prophets from Hebrew into German.  Their work, All the Prophets, became a source in Zwingli and Luther’s translations and went through twenty-one printings in the next seven years.  In November of 1527, Denck died of the plague in Basel.

