Baptism:

Anabaptists believed that infants should not be baptized, because it is not supported by the Scripture.  Furthermore, since infants are born without the knowledge of good and evil, they are pure and have no sin.  Therefore, Anabaptists believe that baptism should be administered to adults only.  As adults, they understand the importance of baptism.  Baptism signifies a person’s appreciation of Christ’s death, because his death allows their sins to be forgiven.  Through Baptism, people are “reborn” with a new life and are able to devote themselves to Christ.

Commandment of Love, Religious Liberty and Loyalty:

Anabaptists believed that Christ’s death was an expression of love and mercy of God.  Jesus’ sacrifice offered them atonement of their sin and a chance for salvation.  To show their appreciation and faith in him, they developed a new commandment of love as a mark of “genuine faith and true Christianity.”  Their belief in love states that people should love everyone, even their enemies.  Through love, faith, and the powers of the Holy Spirit, people can slowly transform into the holiness of God.

Anabaptists were the first group to tolerate other denominations of Christianity.  They did not force anyone to join their cause and allowed any of their members to leave.  More importantly, they did not punish people that didn’t follow them.  Since they were taught to love all people, using violence was never an option for them.  Even when their government ordered them to fight and defend the state, the Anabaptists still did not bear arms and was willing to die for their cause.  They were able to act with such conviction, because their loyalty was towards Christ, not the state.  Their defiance of the government’s authority was one of the first challenges of the union of church and state.  

Teachings through Only the Bible: 

Anabaptists believed that teachings should be based only on Scriptures and that the Catholic teachings should be rejected.  They considered the Scriptures to be interpreted by two ways.  First, the Scripture allowed them to understand the importance of Jesus Christ and how his actions revealed God as an almighty being.  Secondly, the Scripture could be interpreted by anyone, because everyone has the Holy Spirit inside them.

Nothing is Sacred:

Anabaptist believed that no person, place or event is sacred, even the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper.  The rejection of sacredness was an attempt to show to everyone that no one is more holy than the other.  They removed all artistic items their church and congregated in a common, plain house.

Belonging to All:
Anabaptist believed that the wonders of the Kingdom of God belong to everyone and no one can solely possess anything in the Kingdom of God.  Therefore, they believed that personal property should be shared with the community.  No Christian should claim any item, because it belonged to everyone.  They believed that in a community of faith, private possession was not necessary.

