· The Anabaptist movement was a result of the rediscovery of the Bible in German- speaking lands.

· Not much is known of the beginnings of the Re-baptizers, because there was little written about them except when they conflicted with the government or church.

·  In 1150 the Inquisitors of cologne reported that these “heretics” baptized adults, basing their faith on the Gospel of Mark 16:16, and for this re-baptism “ they went into death not only patiently , but with enthusiasm”. 

· Although the “ Christian Brothers” as they called themselves, led pious lives they were persecuted by the church because they were seen as a threat.

· Peter Waldo ( not the founder of the Waldenses) was a leader and reformer of the movement.

· The Waldenses and related groups claimed that the authority of the apostles were the basis for their faith and life. “ they appealed to the apostolic commission, which demanded an itinerant life of complete poverty to proclaim the Gospel to men”.

· They believed in the “ Freedom and the Gospel” which meant that their freedom was based upon the Gospel, and they desired no other kind of freedom.
· Around 1177 this movement penetrated deep into Germany, especially to Frankfurt and Nuremburg, and into Bohemia.
· In 1230, there were re-baptizers who lived in Communal settlements called “ houses of God”, and worked to help the poor, they called themselves “ apostles”.

· They believed that the Bible was inspired, especially the Gospels, and so were the apostles. They were concerned particularly with the words of Jesus. They also believed that the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, entered into the hearts of those who were dedicated to Christ. Therefore, they believed that the same spirit was at work in the Gospel and in the words of the apostles

· The Anabaptist movement did not come from the ideas of one leader. The Anabaptist in Zurich read old heretical writings and the Bible to form the ideals of the Anabaptist in the reformation.

· Zwingli believed that infant baptism was unjustified according to the Bible, but he differed with the Anabaptist in matters between church and state.

· Zwingli believed that the state's cultural task was to be supported, in the hands of the state, the church should serve the state’s cultural task, and the state must be Christianized.

· The Anabaptist believed that church and state should be separate.

