-Sunday, February 14, 2010

Paleontologists make groundbreaking discovery in 

Africa

-Nairobi, Kenya   


During a press conference held on Saturday at the National History Museum in Nairobi, Kenya, a team  of American and German paleontologists unveiled what has been acclaimed as the first major discovery of the millennium. 


Five months ago the international team set out on what was to be an earth-shattering expedition. The team consisted of five American scientists, six German scientists, two translators from Germany and Canada, and a guide from the Kenya Wildlife Association.  


The team entered a nearly deserted area of Uganda, approximately one-hundred miles from Mount Elgon. The expedition was to last ten months, consisting of two five month seasons, but only two days into the trip, one of the German paleontologists stumbled upon something he had never seen before. 


“It was the nearly complete skeleton of what appeared to be a baby sauropod, and even more amazing was that there were fossil remnants of internal organs embedded beneath the rib cage” announced Jolie Delbruk of Germany (translated by Carl Tomiss) at the Saturday conference at which two members of the team were absent. 


Delbruk went on to explain that the skeleton was determined to be indeed infant by Emily Stafford, one of the Americans on the team. 


“The first thing I looked at was the teeth. They were very well defined and did not show signs of extended wear. The long bones were also very ‘new’ looking. Though cartilage was not preserved, the imprints left by it did not show signs of strain or wear, and the traces of muscle tissue reveal that they were not yet well developed.”


Joseph Guiler, of America, said that the specimen was likely brachiosaurian, because its forelegs were longer than its hind legs, and the structure of its shoulders and hips resemble those of a brachiosaur. 


The team is planning on shipping the fossil to Germany for study then to the U.S. for more analysis. 


“If all goes as expected we should have cast reproductions of the skeleton in museums around the world in about one year. The original fossils may not be displayed for quite a while, though,” reported Delbruk at the Saturday conference. 


The baby skeleton was not the only one found. The most extraordinary find was the remnants of at least six other young, likely the same age as the main fossil, and three partial skeletons of adult dinosaurs. 


“The three adult skeletons were definitely the same species. There was one male and two females [judging by the size and structure of the bones, especially the pelvis, which was luckily intact on all three animals]. One female and a male were relatively the same age, and the other female is a bit older, but we’re not positive by how much,” Stafford told in a private interview with American reporters. 


“We suspect the older female is the mother or sister of one of the other two [adult dinosaurs]. DNA tests will probably be done as an experiment, but they may be inconclusive or impossible, because DNA would have to be pulled from the bones and [the DNA] may be incomplete or even absent [from the bones],” Stafford included.


Strangely, the team did not release news of these other important finds at the conference, for they will need time to return to the site and study the find for another four seasons.    See DIG, page 3
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Uganda has set aside the area for the team’s future expeditions. 


Surprisingly, the team has not had any major trouble with the governments of Uganda or Kenya concerning the removal and transport of the bones.


The team also announced that they will return for the next four seasons to dig, but Guiler will not be present for at least the next season because his wife, Judith Wendt, is expecting a baby in early June. When asked if he would name the baby after the baby dinosaur, affectionately dubbed “Lil’ Red” after the color of the unusual stone it was discovered in, Guiler laughed and replied, “No comment.”


The international team said it will do its best to keep us informed on new finds. Best of luck to them. 



-Erica Cartman 
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