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Article Reading Worksheet #6

-The Meiji Restoration and the Modernization of Japan

-Articles 1-5

-Constitutional Pattern

-Centralization

-Compensation and Finance

-The Army and the Navy

-Education

-Industry
-Political Events Towards a Constitution

-Expansion Overseas


One of the interesting things that was set up during the restoration was the Council of State.  This was set up in a similar fashion to government institutions we have here in the US, in that there were several branches with checks and balances for each one.  The system stuck around until a cabinet was introduced in 1885.  During it’s time, it was a successful set-up.


Education during this time was emulated after both American and French methods.  Confucian and even German influences were seen as well.  The emphasis was on the good of the nation as a whole rather than the educational pursuits of the individual.  One of the most important people to popularize Western knowledge was Fukuzawa Yukichi who gave his time to writing and translating and maintaining his school, Keio University.  His primary goal was to bring Japan into the larger global picture. 
