Assignment One STUDY QUESTIONS: 
Questions on Pages 9 and 62 of textbook 

1. What are monsoons and what are their impact on Asian society and culture?  What are Asia’s monsoon seasons?

A. Monsoons are heavy rainfall caused by air temperature bringing moisture in from the ocean.  The rainfall can often flood and ruin Asian crops, but it also makes wet-rice cultivation popular, thus gathering the largest populations around the wettest areas.  Summer is Asia’s monsoon season.

2.  What distinguishes “Monsoon Asia” from the remainder of Asia?  What are the consequent differences between the two?  How does this especially have an impact on Chinese civilization?

A.  There are high mountains that prevent the rainfall from continuing farther inland.  As such, the societies have had some separation as well as drastically different climates.  Central Asia is arid desert whereas SE Asia has relatively mild seasons and better opportunities for rice cultivation.  North China also has rich (Loess) soil good for agriculture.
3.  What is the “exception” that the text makes in referencing south Indian and Southeast Asian civilizations?

A.  Women had generally more free roles in these societies.

4.  What are the societal consequences of an irrigation wet-rice society?

A.  The farmers work the crop by hand and maintain closely knit family structures that contained several generations of a family in one house.  “Irrigation” can create these societies farther away from the Monsoon area.
5.  Where did the most populous early Asian societies form, and why?

A.  They arose around great river valleys to form agricultural societies.  Specifically the Yangzi and the Yellow river, and also around other rivers.  Indus River was the source of an entire civilization.  Mikan Delta area.
1. Define "Monsoon Asia." 

A. It is the area in the SE of the continent, set off from the rest of the mainland by mountain ranges.  It receives heavy rainfall during the summer and depends upon wet-rice cultivation.  The area is populous and can be prone to flooding.

2. What kind of geographical explanations can be offered for the pattern of population densities in Asia? 

A.  Rainfall determines population densities, but hilly or mountainous areas like Korea, Japan, and west China are generally low in population.
3. According to R. Murphey, what could be described as the common cultural trends in Monsoon Asia? 

A.1) Agricultural  2) Social Hierarchy where education and age are highly respected  3) subjugation of women

4. What kind of social hierarchy existed/exists in Monsoon Asia?
A.  1) the awareness and importance attached to traditional past  2) primacy of group welfare over individual interest 

5. What were the principal neolithic cultures of Asia? 

A. SE Asia, China, Korea, Japan
6. Civilization is generally taken to be the culture of humankind centered in cities. Was the rise of cities in different regions of Asia connected? 

A.  Japan and Korea were closely connected, practically beginning as the same country.  The cities developed relatively independently until the rise of the Silk Road.
Assignment 2 STUDY QUESTIONS: 
1. From where do the Hindus consider the world to have come? 

A.  They believe the world is an illusion.  Everything is a circular 70,000 year cycle=samsara.
2. Explain the theory of reincarnation.
A.  One is born into a dharma class and generates karma based on their ability to deal with their status in that class.  Based on the karma generated, one can be born into an either higher or lower status in the next life.  There are also ways to break the cycle of reincarnation altogether.  The goal of reincarnation is to escape it: moksha
3. Distinguish between Hinayana and Mahayana Buddhism.
A. Hinayana (Theravada) Buddhism (563BC) is closer to the original teachings, and not meta-physical.  Mahayana (Kushan Period, 100-200BC) is a more popularized version of Buddhism with meta-physics and the existence of saint-like beings known as Boddhisattvas.  There is also recognition of spirits, and the ability to almost trade-off karma between Boddhisattvas and those still on the path to Nirvana. 

Theravada Buddhism ended up traveling more into SE Asia and Indonesia, where Mahayana went into China, Korea, and Japan.  P.29

4. Is Confucianism appropriately denoted a religion? A moral philosophy?

A. Often, Confucianism is not called a religion because there is very little talk of deities or the afterlife.  Confucianism is more of a system of relationships and proper conduct in society.  (Mandate of Heaven)  “We don’t even properly understand this life… why bother thinking about the next?”
5. How would Confucius describe the world? 

A. He would describe it as something we have an effect on based on our actions and whether or not we live well in our roles.  The world is generally thought to be a good place, but if for instance the Emperor loses the Mandate of Heaven there can be disasters.

People are considered naturally good, but require education and role models to remain good.  Self-cultivation is of paramount importance.

There is social mobility within Confucianism.

6. How important is education in Confucianism?
A. Education is of paramount importance in Confucianism.  This philosophy relies heavily upon the concept of self-cultivation, and education is one of the most valued paths in that direction.  Later, this emphasis on education is incorporated into the higher-class exams in Ming China. 

7. Analyze the Mencius quotation on p. 45 of the text. 

A. ????

8. What is the Tao? 

A.  The Tao is translated as the ‘Way.’  It stresses going along with cosmic order and inaction rather than trying to change things.  Later it merges with Confucianism and Legalism during the Tang Dynasty.
9. Is Taoism a religion? 

A. Not really, but it became one when it merged with folk beliefs.  Originally just a philosophy, it did become a mass religion.  There is a founder Laozi and a primary text: the Daode Jing.
10. Islam is influential in what parts of Asia?
A. India, Malaya, Indonesia, So. Philippines, NW China.  Indonesia is the largest Muslim country in the world.
11. Define caste. 

A.  Not part of Hindu religion, having developed later as a control for society.  Caste is decreed by birth and divides people into divisions, including many subdivisions.

Developed with Aryan invasion.

Mutual-benefit society: caste members would help fellows when they fell into trouble, or needed social assistance.

Everybody knows their roles and their goals.

Varnas:

1—Brahmans: priesthood, literate (leading the development of Sanskrit literature), above caste

2—Kshatriyas: warriors/rulers

3 – Vaishyas: merchants/artisans

4 – Shudras: peasants/farmers

Separate from Varnas:

Untouchables: Outside: burchers, actors, meat handlers, still essential to society.

12. What does a social hierarchy mean? 

A. Unequal.  Subjugation.  Stability and understanding of the divisions and rankings of yourself and others (labor).  Confucian ideal for social harmony.
13. What are the differences between East Asia and Southeast Asia in terms of social hierarchy?
A.  Born into it in India.  Women treated a lot better in SE Asia.  Social Hierarchy much less pronounced in SE Asia.
14. Analyze the picture on p. 52 of the text. 

15. What is the position of women in a patrilocal marriage? 

A.  They are brought to the home of their husband, and potentially tyrannized by their mother-in-law until they produce their first heir.

16. Why are children in Monsoon Asia not named under one year old? 

A.  Many of them probably don’t reach a year old?

17. What could be described as the historical benefits of caste?
A. Stability and order for the society. 

18. What was the status of women in Monsoon Asian societies? 

19. If you were a member of a traditional Asian society and referred to your uncle, why would you refer to him as "third paternal uncle?"

20. Generally girls were denied an education in traditional Asian societies. Why were the women depicted in the picture on page 55 of the text as literate? 

A.  They are court ladies, who were actually expected to be literate.

21. In the Web reading, why are Buddhism and Jainism called "Reaction & Rebellion?" 

A. Buddhism a reaction of Hindu.  Jainism has a focus on avoiding Nirvana and repeating the cycle of rebirth forever in order to gain prosperity.

22. How do Confucian views of life and humanityÕs worth compare with those of Hunduism? With those of Christianity?

A.  Confucianism views human nature as intrinsically good with no concept of original sin.  Hinduism accepts the concept of evil as existing in all things, but considers humans to be a generally good creation.
23. Is Hinduism a monotheistic religion? 

A.  No.  There are many thousands of Gods.  Although there is one central God, Brahma, who is one, and also all.  The primary three are Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva.
24. According to the web reading, how are karma and reincarnation related?

25. Is the Silk Road really a "road?" 

A.  Not really.  Although it generally spread from the east to the west, it was more of a system of roads that also reached north and south.  It wasn’t even called a “road” until some German guy gave it that title.
26. Discuss the relationship of trade and religion. 

A.  Since merchants had the most incentive to travel distant places in order to do a trade, a lot of the spread of religion was through merchants, not missionaries.  A lot of people converted to Islam and other religions to get an upper-hand in trading situations.
27. Why would a traveler join a caravan on the Silk Road? 

A.  There could be many reasons.  Most likely to make a profit in trade.  Possibly as a religious pilgrimage, or scholarly pursuit.  Protection from bandits.
28. What kind of influence did Judaism have on the Silk Road?
A.  There is a presence in China.

29. Can you distinguish the kinds of Buddhism that traveled the Silk Road?

A. Primarily Mahayana in this region.

30. What were the effects of the Islamization of the Silk Road? 

A. It spread East!  (  A lot of the bandits on the Silk Road were Muslim.  They had a lot of clout with trade.

31. Why did Christianity "die out" along the Silk Road? 

Assignment Three STUDY QUESTIONS: 
Questions on pages 87 and 109-110 of the textbook. 

1. How is caste a system of social hierarchy? 

A.  It keeps people in their place, they marry within their class, and they know their roles.

2. Why can the traditional societies of Southeast Asia be described as "more open" than those of India and East Asia? 

A.  The women were more free and there was no caste system.
3. What was a "tyrannical" mother-in-law in Asian society? 

A. It was the husband’s mother who literally tyrannized a new wife until she gave birth to an heir.

4. Where there cases of vertical social mobility in Asia? Where? If so, how did one move up? 

A.  This would be entirely through education, which was costly.

5. In traditional Asian societies, could the family be described as a social security system? 

A.  You would hope so because the government offered no hope for the elderly.  Family comes first, even before state.
6. The role of women traders of Southeast Asia is described in the shaded quote on page 53. How did that differ from the rest of Asia? 7. What evidence of social hierarchy can be gleaned from the shaded quote on page 48 of the text? 

A.  This is an example of freedom for women which is in opposition with their status in areas other than the SE.

8. How did the status of women differ in East or South Asia from that of women in Southeast Asia? 

A.  See above.

9. According to the Arthasastra, how should a Prince treat his people? 

A.  He should care for them.  He needs to seize and hold power and to outwit rivals by often unscrupulous means.  P.73-74  (322BC)  During the Mauryan Dynastry.
10. Discuss Ashoka's goals after his conversion. 

A.  He sought to spread Buddhism.  He spread ideas of pacifism and love.  The Conquest of Righteousness.  (269BC, Mauryan India)  Helped transform Buddhism into a mass religion.  Ruled from Pataliputra.  The beginning of literate civilization.  Rock edicts across the empire with notes to his subjects.  Very successful, but he retained his military power.  Burma, Java, and Ceylon received missionaries from Ashoka; Ceylon and Java converted almost entirely.
11. Why is The Garland of Madurai important? 

A.  p.78  The fullest and most detailed account of any ancient city.  A Tamil poem.
12. Describe Pataliputra. 

A. The largest and most sophisticated city of its time.  Rivaled later by the Han Dynasty.  Capital of India during Ashoka’s time.  Large than anything in the West.  Had a University, library, palaces, temples, gardens, parks, secret service. 
13. Describe the position of women in Indian society by the time of Harsha. Had it changed since the time of the Indus civilization? 

A.  Restrictions on women only became worse from the Mauryan era on. 

14. What was India's scientific heritage?
A.  Number system based on ten.  Inquisitive minds led to scientific discoveries.
15. What was the Confucian view of good government? 

A. The Emperor would have the Mandate of Heaven and would do what he could to make things good for his subjects.  He should not think of himself in this matter.  If he fulfilled this duty, the empire would experience success.

16. How would you define a Confucian "gentleman"? 

A.  Educated people who loved the arts.  Ritual Propriety (li) in all social settings where your actions were predetermined by lessons.
17. Why do the Chinese call themselves "The Men of the Han"? 

A.  Distinction between themselves and the Mongols, Tibetans, and other minorities.  The Han Dynasty was the first unified Chinese Dynasty where there are Chinese institutions like the exam system, etc.  (202BCE-220CE)

--------------- Qin Chi Huang Di made the bulk of the Great Wall.

18. Why did the Han fall?
A.  The Mongols weaken the Han defenses.  Disintegrated into rival states.

Assignment Four STUDY QUESTIONS: 
1. What kind of influence did Islam have on India?
A. Tons!  Chapter 6.  Essentially they eventually merge with Hindus.  The Delhi Sultanate was Muslim and the ruling class for 1206-1325CE.  They established the jiyza, the poll tax and various other taxes that were unfair to Hindus. 

2. Analyze the statement of faith in the shaded quote on page 123.
 A. See Chapter 6
3. Did Islam change as it spread eastward?
A. It stays the same.  It has a founder and a written text that has to stay in its original words.  It’s also relatively new and hasn’t had as much time to change as the others.

4. How frightening were the Mongols to contemporaries? 

A.  Lots!  Mounted cavalry described as being hella ugly.  Nomadic Mongols used composite bows, stirrups to fire arrows from any direction, and used a flag system.  They made amazing progress over land – 100 miles a day.

5. How did Marco Polo describe India 

A. p. 229

6. How would you describe the devotion of the bhakti? 

7. What were the basics of a good Muslim life in the 14th century? 

A.  Prayers.  One hajj per life.  5 Pillars: Prayer, fasting, pilgrimage, saying Allah is the only god and Mohammad is the prophet, giving alms.

8. According to the quote on page 143 why was Buddhism alien to China?
9. What is Confucian about the shaded quote on page 144 of the text? 

10. What was the connection between Buddhism and art in Japan? Between Buddhism and literacy in Japan? 

A.  p.169-170  Different forms of art.  

11. What criticism of Wang An-shihÕs reforms are voiced in the shaded quote on page 144? 

12. What was the "Ever-Normal Granary" in Sung China? 

13. Describe the tax regime proposed by Yang Yen. 

14. How did Confucianism change during the so-called Confucian revival? 

15. Can the TÕang Dynasty be described as cosmopolitan? 

16. Discuss the process of cultural borrowing done by both Korea and Japan. Why was it done? 

17. What was the process by which Japan became more decentralized during the period of Fujiwara rule? 

18. Is the fact that there were very active female authors in Japan in the Heian Period unusual? 

19. How would you define Japanese feudalism? 

20. What was the effect of Chinese culture in Korea?

21. What was the effect of Korean factionalism? 

Hongwu: The Rebel Emperor
What: First Ming Emperor, first Chinese Emperor after Mongol Song Dynasty

Where: China, capital Nanjing

When: 1328-1398, Ming Dynasty

Signigicance: Rose to power through rebel group.  Trusted nobody, abolished the Imperial Secretariat, reduced eunuch power = essentially making his role more autocratic.  Demanded complete submission.

Akbar
What: Mughal Emperor whose preoccupation shifted to religion after he had completed his major conquests.

Where: India

When: 1542-1605

Significance: Bright Hindus back into the government and stopped unfair traces against them.  Allowed laws to be applied by those involved.  First of proceeding Mughal lords to be murdered by their sons.  He abolished the poll tax.

Angkor
What: Capital of Cambodia based on Hindu architecture.  Khmer King wanted proof of Shiva’s blessing of his divine kingship.  Water storage.

Where: Cambodia

When: 900’s

Significance: Most important center for culture and political power in mainland SE Asia.  The Khmer kings who ruled here declared themselves Ruler of the Univers.

Angkor Wat = temple.  In the South there’s also Angkor Thom = Buddhist with Hindu qualities too.  Ultimately forgotten after Thai invasion.

Chang’an
What: Capital of Tang Dynasty, the largest empire the world had ever seen

Where: China while Buddhism was popular

When: Tang Dynasy 192BCE

Significance: Trade center and multi-ethnic.  Highly planned-out checkerboard pattern.  Cultural model for the rest of east Asia.  Population of one-million within the walls and another million outside.  People came to pay tributary or just to marvel at this city, and took the impression home with them – Korea, Japan

Sultan Ala-ud-din Khalji
What: One of the very few cases of somebody actually driving the Mongols away.  Muslim who ruled by bribary.  Taxed Hindus to submission.  Delhi Sultanate.

Where: India, Delhi

When: Time of Delhi Sultanate, 14th Century, during Mongol invasions.

Significance: Controlled his population through heavy taxes and used the funds to mount an army against the Mongols.  Even got a bit to the So, overcoming Rajputs.  His reign did not continue.

Confucius, the Sage

What: Founder of Confucianism, one of the most successful philosophical systems.  Felt a failure for never having a post.

Where: China

When: 551BCE-479BCE, Zhou Dynasty, Warring States.  Rougly contemporary w/Buddha and Socrates

Significance: Established a method of relationships that preserve the “harmony” of society.  Focus on education which led to the exam system.  Widespread.

Emperor Ashoka
What: “Beloved of the Gods” Mauryan Indian Emperor converted to Buddhism.  Carved rock edicts.

Where: India

When: 269BCE

Significance: Converted much of SE Asia to Buddhism which diffused from India.  Began his reign in a military fashion but converted and spent the rest of it spreading the noble truths of Buddhism.  Sent missionaries.  Advocated peace but retained his army and power.  Successful.


Guatama Buddha
What: Founder of Buddhism, attained enlightenment

Where: Himalayan Nepal, Hindu region

When: 563BCE-485BCE

Significance: Founder of a religion that would spread across and convert much of our area of study.  He transferred Hindu ideas like karma and fostered a brand new philosophy.

