Assignment 2

III. STUDY QUESTIONS: 
1. From where do the Hindus consider the world to have come?

-- 

2. Explain the theory of reincarnation. 

-- Karma accumulated in this life determines the next rebirth of that soul, possibly into a higher or lower status.  There are ways to escape the entire cycle.  Results in a reverence for all life.

3. Distinguish between Hinayana and Mahayana Buddhism. 

-- Theraveda is the one closer to the original teaching of Guatama, called the Lesser Vehicle by Mahayana Buddhism, which was popularized and included additional teachings.  Included in these are the beliefs in Boddhisattvas being capable of assisting students on the path with the merit they continue to accumulate.  Spirits play a larger role in Mahayana as well.

4. Is Confucianism appropriately denoted a religion? A moral philosophy?

-- Either way.  There is little talk of metaphysics or the afterlife, so many would say it’s a code of ethics rather than a religion.

5. How would Confucius describe the world? 

-- As a system of relationships.  When the relationships are carried out virtuously, the world runs as it naturally should.

6. How important is education in Confucianism? 

-- Education is of utmost importance.  Self-cultivation is the emphasis in this philosophy, and education is the starting point, the path, and the means to many ends.

7. Analyze the Mencius quotation on p. 45 of the text. 

-- What Mencius quotation?

8. What is the Tao? 

-- Literally translated, the Tao is the “Way.”  Difficult to describe.  P.33

9. Is Taoism a religion? 

10. Islam is influential in what parts of Asia? 

-- India, Malaya, Indonesia, So. Philippines, NW China.  Indonesia is the largest Muslim country in the world.

11. Define caste. 

-- Not part of Hindu religion, having developed later as a control for society.  Caste is decreed by birth and divides people into divisions, including many subdivisions.
12. What does an social hierarchy mean? 

-- 

13. What are the differences between East Asia and Southeast Asia in terms of social hierarchy? 

14. Analyze the picture on p. 52 of the text. 

-- Not much to say.

15. What is the position of women in a patrilocal marriage?
-- They are brought to the home of their husband, and potentially tyrannized by their mother-in-law until they produce their first heir. 

16. Why are children in Monsoon Asia not named under one year old? 

-- Many of them probably don’t reach a year old?

17. What could be described as the historical benefits of caste? 

18. What was the status of women in Monsoon Asian societies? 

19. If you were a member of a traditional Asian society and referred to your uncle, why would you refer to him as "third paternal uncle?"

20. Generally girls were denied an education in traditional Asian societies. Why were the women depicted in the picture on page 55 of the text as literate? 

-- They are court ladies, who were actually expected to be literate.

21. In the Web reading, why are Buddhism and Jainism called "Reaction & Rebellion?" 

22. How do Confucian views of life and humanityÕs worth compare with those of Hunduism? With those of Christianity? 

-- Confucianism views human nature as intrinsically good with no concept of original sin.

23. Is Hinduism a monotheistic religion? 

-- No, there are many thousands of gods.

24. According to the web reading, how are karma and reincarnation related?

25. Is the Silk Road really a "road?" 

-- Not really.  Although it generally spread from the east to the west, it was more of a system of roads that also reached north and south.

26. Discuss the relationship of trade and religion. 

-- Since merchants had the most incentive to travel distant places in order to do a trade, a lot of the spread of religion was through merchants, not missionaries.

27. Why would a traveler join a caravan on the Silk Road? 

-- There could be many reasons.  Most likely to make a profit in trade.  Possibly as a religious pilgrimage, or scholarly pursuit.

28. What kind of influence did Judaism have on the Silk Road? 

29. Can you distinguish the kinds of Buddhism that traveled the Silk Road?

30. What were the effects of the Islamization of the Silk Road? 

31. Why did Christianity "die out" along the Silk Road? 

