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Arts & Entertainment
Randy Fnskle to stage the gospel concert Elvis never gave

ELVTS impersonstors have long been the butt of many
jokes. Randy Friskie, however, has carved out his own
place in that unique comer of the entertainment world,
and has eamed 3 measure of S

His carcer was launched at Expo '86, where his Pres-
ley show played to sold-out sudiences for almost two
months. Since then, he has gone on 1o great acclaim in
some circles.

Friskie does nvot see himself a3 3 mere Imita-
tor of Presley, declaring: “1 prefer to think
of myself as someone performing a tribute
to the greatest performer that has lived.”

his singing, and was reflected in his love for
the gospel songs . . . These songs were a
source of inner strength that supported Ehvis
throughout his career. It Is a known fact that :
Elvis always had a great desire to perform a complete
gospel concert, but he never got to do it.”

‘He Touched Me® s Friskie's response to Preshey’s unful-
filled ambition. The concert will be presented Apsil 25
al Chanvdos Pattison Auditorium in Surrey.

Presley’'s status a3 a rock star and sex symbeol, his trou-
biled Tife, and his tragic decline overshadowed the fact
that he was a very accomplished gospel singer. He
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released move than 50 gospel songs, and his recondings
beought him theee Grammy awands. He gave classic rendi-
tions of songs such as ‘Peace in the Valley,’ ‘Crying in
the Chapel,” “Somebody Bigger than You and 1, ‘He
Touched Me,' "You Gave Me a Mountain,' ‘American
Trilogy” and How Great Thou Art.” Friskie will be perform-
ing all of these songs at the concert, and close to two
dozen others.

Friskie's website stresses lesser-known
aspects of the singer’s life. “Elvis Presley
was born and ralsed in the ‘Bible Belt® of
the UISA. He read his Bible and prayed regu-
larly . . . He held Bible stadies at his home,
[and] read passages from the Bible onstage
during his concerts.”

Presley, Friskie asserts, “did not like being
called ‘the King.' When lans used to shout
out from the audience “Elvis, you're the
King,' he would reply: ‘No honey, there is
only one King — and that s Jesus Chrlst.”
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spiritual “It is Randys sincere hope that [the
concert] will not be received as just pure entertainment
= but mther that it will be recognized as Randy’s own
expression of a faith in God, and a spiritual dimenston
within him, that comes from a personal relationship
with Christ.” Contact 604-582-7285,
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“He Touched Me' Is the theme of an upconing concert by Ehvis
Presley tribute artist Randy Friskic. He will pay homage to both
the king of rock and roll and the King of Kings on April 25, ar
Charndos Pattison Auditorium.
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