ROBERT C. HINCKLEY

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
From 1991 until 1999, Robert Hinckley served Xilinx, Inc., the world’s leading programmable logic semiconductor device supplier, as Vice President, Strategic Plans and Programs, General Counsel, and Secretary.  From March through August 1994, Mr. Hinckley also served as the company’s Chief Operating Officer.  In addition to his duties as the company’s chief legal officer, Mr. Hinckley was also responsible for the company’s business and strategy development and for its public policy and governmental initiatives.  

While at Xilinx, Mr. Hinckley was extensively involved in important public policy and federal legislative issues affecting technology companies.  Since the early 1990’s, he has been very active in the controversy over stock option accounting and the role of the Financial Accounting Standards Board.   Mr. Hinckley became the Chair of the American Electronics Association (AEA) Task Force on Securities Litigation Reform.  In that capacity, he was actively engaged in the effort to enact the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act, passed by the Congress in 1995 and the follow-on effort to defeat the California ballot initiative known as Proposition 211, which would have encouraged frivolous securities class action lawsuits.  Later, Mr. Hinckley was active in securing the passage of Uniform Standards legislation. Mr. Hinckley has testified numerous times before committees in both the House and the Senate and has been a spokesperson for the AEA and the technology community on these issues.  

Mr. Hinckley also served on the board of the Association of Publicly Traded Companies, an advocacy organization that focuses on the Securities and Exchange Commission and the national stock markets.  In that role, he spent considerable time in Washington working on public company policy issues, particularly those related to capital formation and corporate governance for technology companies and small to mid cap companies. 

Before joining Xilinx, Mr. Hinckley was the Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Officer for Spectra Physics, Inc., which was the world’s leading supplier of lasers and associated technology. 

Mr. Hinckley also served as Vice President and General Counsel to NEC Electronics, Inc. In addition to his other responsibilities, Mr. Hinckley was directly involved in trade policy issues regarding the United States and Japan and worked on legislation that was enacted as the Semiconductor Chip Protection Act of 1985. 

Mr. Hinckley has practiced law with two Bay Area law firms.  He currently serves on the boards of a number of early stage technology companies, Lexar Media, a Nasdaq company, and Xandex, a semiconductor equipment maker. He also serves as special counsel to the Nominating and Governance Committee of the Xilinx Board of Directors. He has also participated in several civic organizations as a founding director of the Silicon Valley Citizens Against Lawsuit Abuse,  a board member of the San Jose Symphony, and a founding board member of the Silicon Valley Art Museum.

Prior to his business and legal career, Mr. Hinckley was on active duty in the U.S. Navy, serving, among other capacities, as the anti-submarine warfare and nuclear weapons officer on a destroyer supporting U.S. ground and air operations in Vietnam.  He later served as the Aide to the Director of Naval Intelligence in the Pentagon, and is a retired Naval Reserve Officer. 

Mr. Hinckley, a native of New Orleans, Louisiana, received a BS degree from the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1969 and a JD from Tulane Law School in New Orleans in 1976.

