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For our final unit in Ant 175 we covered the early inhabitants of South America and the cultures that they created.  Knowing that we were going to cover South American Indians I was immediately excited knowing that this was the specialized area of study of my professor and some first hand stories and information were bound to be in the mix, (as they were).


We started the unit with the origins of man in South America.  Paleo-Indians were moving into the area in the 19th century.  There are a couple different theories of how they arrived there due to the fact that some sites seem to be older than any other sites on the continent.  One theory that we discussed was that people came to South America via boats across the ocean.  Another suggests that at one time a crossing was open across Panama.

Between 11,000 and 9,000 BC we covered three sites.  Monte Verde, Fell’s Cave, and Caverna da Pedra Pintada.  These sites contained few chipped stone tools and bone tools.  Most were made of wood.  I think these three sites were chosen to talk about because they represent the very diverse adaptive techniques that were used by the Paleo-Indians at this time and after in South America.  Monte Verde is on a coastal piedmont surrounded by forested space.  Fell’s Cave is almost as far south as you can reach on the continent.  And Caverna da Pedra Pintada is located in the Amazon Basin within tropical rainforest.


We skipped over the South American Archaic Period in ANT 175 (I’m guessing because we covered this period in North America and Meso-America and the growth during this time was probably similar in style).


Next we focused on the Central Andean Region, containing, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina.  We broke this area up into three regions within the mountains.  The Coast was the western coast line before reaching the steeper parts of mountain.  Much of the coastal section is desert with the occasional river valley oasis.  Lomas are also found in this area due to the fog that butts up against the mountains and creates moisture that can support plant life.


The Sierra region is basically the peaks of the mountains and the valley found in between.  Puna, which are high altitude grassy plateaus, supports wild life of the camelids family.  We discussed four types of camelids, Llama, Alpaca, Vicuna, and Guanaco.  Also mentioned were Cuy, or guinea pigs, that were kept as house “pet” like creatures that were eaten on special occasions.  Single homes can have between 10 and 20 cuy running amuck in the house.  The mountain valleys within the Sierra are rich for agriculture and support the growth of potatoes and other crops.  Crops were assisted in their growth by building terraces along the slopes.


The eastern most part of the mountainous region is basically a steep drop off into the jungle below.  This is called the Montana.  The climate is wet and mild and the area is filled with dense vegetation.  This area is sparsely populated.

Moving onto the peoples of the region, we talked about the chiefdoms that began to appear in the area.  The Cotton Preceramic Period (which I feel has a name so creative it should be awarded somehow) spanned from 3000-1800 BC and seems to have been the time when many chiefdoms began to appear.  Most major sites first appeared near the shore and took advantage of the maritime resources and small scale agriculture.  Many less settlements were being put together in the Sierra.


The Initial Period contains the first use of pottery in the area.  Also during this time, settlements were moving farther from shore and clustering around river basins.  Maize became a staple crop and population growth was on the rise.


The Early Horizon period still had most large scale sites along the coast.  Chavin was a site within the Sierra that rested in a valley.  The site seemed to be based around a religious temple and monumental architecture.  The stone work shows great skill and true metallurgy also appears at this site.

The culture of Chavin spread over the next couple hundred years as more of a religious movement than a physical or political takeover.  Art forms that were used at the Chavin site began to affect those around it.  Yaya-Mama was another religious tradition of the region that we briefly covered in class.


To finish this unit we discussed the Central Andean States that appeared beginning in the Early Intermediate period.  We briefly covered the Nazca and Moche States.  The Nazca site is famous for it’s large sand images that can be viewed from above.


We also covered a few states that appeared during the Middle Horizon period, Tiwanaku and Wari.
