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Unit 3 Summary

Unit Three covered chapters sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, and twenty out of the Ancient North America textbook and chapters five, six, and seven out of our Images of the Past textbook.  This covers the time between Early Archaic period to the Mississippian Climax; including Middle and Late Archaic and the Woodland time period.  During these times Native Americans were beginning to advance technologically and socially and in process were reaching a new level of complexity.  They were beginning to live in larger groups and becoming less nomadic.  Native Americans were also becoming more adapted to their environment and learning to specialize in the resources around them.


One of the archeological findings of the Early Archaic period that continues through this time-frame is the variation of the projectile points that can be found.  Changes in how the points were made and designed are ways to make a relative guess at their age.  I found it interesting that the points were becoming smaller as time advanced.  When comparing an Archaic point to one of Early Paleo-Indian times, the size difference is tremendous.  To me this showed an improvement in technology and skill.  Smaller and more finely detailed is always harder to work with, and it made me wonder why they would evolve to a smaller point.  It seems that for spears a larger point would have more stopping power, but perhaps the smaller point added an easier and more accurate spear to throw.

The addition of the atlatl made spear throwing more deadly and useful by adding more leverage on the throw.  An atlatl was basically a stick that was adapted to support a spear on one end for throwing.  This increased the speed and precision that the spear could be thrown at.


Findings about Early Archaic times showed evidence of multi-family camps, each living separately with evidence of each household having their own hearth.  Fishing, hunting, and collecting wild vegetable foods were the main aspects of the diet of the times. 

During the Middle Archaic times humans continued to became more adapted and resourceful to their environments while moving around less.  Housing became more and more efficient and larger.  Housing at Horizon 8 could measure upwards of 300 square feet.  These larger dwellings were built for more long term use.

Evidence of burials showed that cemeteries and burial mounds were also used in Archaic times.  Cemeteries can be seen as a sign that these band level societies were becoming more territorial.  A large or often used cemetery supports the idea of the area being inhabited longer and with a larger group of people.

The Late Archaic period is suspected to be a point when the human population in North America rose sharply.  Lake Superior copper was beginning to be used to fashion spear tips, jewelry, and other uses.  The copper was formed by cold hammering.  Copper was considered a luxury item and was often buried with the dead, serving as a sign of social rank.

Indian Knoll is a site where much was learned about the ways of burial of the Archaic times.  Personal items buried with the dead showed differences between men and women, social rank, and philosophy.  Small scale use of domestic plants also began to appear.  Squash was one of the first plants that were used.  I was rather surprised that domestic plants didn’t show up at an earlier point of the timeline.  I would have thought that this would be a relatively simple food source to manipulate.  Then again I also worked in a greenhouse for 4 years…


Poverty Point was a very large site of a long term settlement that was found.


The Early Woodland times can be noted for the first large scale use of pottery.  Because of population growth causing food to often become harder to come by and advances in technology, food cultivation became more used.  Gourds, squash, sunflowers, and other plants were cultivated.  Burial ritual became more complex and seemed to be of greater symbolic importance in the Early Woodland times.  Between mounds and burial artifacts a clear importance was being added to death.

More and more skilled crafts were developed and made through the Woodland period.  Beautiful artifacts depicting animals and humans have been found crafted out of many different types of materials.  From pipes to jewelry, paper weights (() to atlatl weights, craft making skills were on the rise.  Hopewell Exchange systems helped distribute these artifacts throughout larger areas.  Hopewell Eathworks were large mounds that were used for burial practices.

At the end of the Woodland period and the beginning of the Mississippian Climax, maize spread through North America.  Chiefdoms thrived until the appearance of Europeans.  The Mississippian societies showed use of advanced religion and a much more complex society.  Exchange networks grew and allowed extensive use of trade, making rare or absent items in some areas obtainable.  Large settlements such as Monk’s Mound thrived and social complexities increased.
