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In response to “Nuclear Waste: No Way Out?” by Miguel Llanos, MSNBC

http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3072031
-Yucca Mountain, Nevada-

This article is about a controversial move to dispose of nuclear waste deep within a mountain.  A tunnel and train is built at the site and all that’s needed is a government ok.  The Bush administration has backed this program and is trying to push it through in order to be able to expand the use and production of nuclear power in the United States.


At first glance I recognized the common Bush trend: Get what I want and not think about the consequences.  (I’m not bitter...)  The waste would remain radioactive for a minimum of 10,000 years, thus making this mountain and surrounding area virtually useless for the remaining years of mankind (we’ll blow ourselves up by then).  Because the site is on federal land approximately 100 miles south of Las Vegas, it has met resistance from the state of Nevada and environmentalists.  A main cause of worry is that the waste will be shipped from all across the country to this site, making leaks and exposures more of a worry.

This applies to the subjects we’ve covered this year because we’ve dealt with chemical dumping issues and the results this can have on the people nearby and land that is being used.  The only good point this idea has going for it is that the site has very carefully been chosen and the waste has to go somewhere.  Radioactive Mountain for sale…

In response to “Pataki announces bird protection plan” by MNYT-TV


http://msnby.msn.com/id/4845151
-New York-


This article discusses environmental protection steps that the governor of New York has been taking to protect resources in protected parks.  1,800 acres will be set aside for birds and wildlife to be able to live in its natural habitat safe from human interaction.  The area contains nest areas and migrating areas.


I enjoyed how the actions being taking in this article had nothing to do with endangered species or directed at a single type of creature.  By being more general and understanding how important the actual natural eco system is rather than looking at a particular type of animal allows a broader group of animals to be helped at once.  By taking precautions as Gov. Pataki is doing, these animals involved will never be on the endangered species list.  I find it essential to foresee the problem before it smacks us in the face.

This relates to our subject matter because we discussed what is being done to help preserve and protect animals as human beings “have their way” with the Earth.  We discussed how little we actually know about the relationships that some animal species have with each other and how we truly don’t understand the dependences of certain creatures on others.  By preserving the natural habitat by doing our best to keep out of it, sounds like the best plan of action.

In response to “Will Gov. Schwarzenegger be green?” by Miguel Llanos, MSNBC


http://msnbc.msn.com/id/3475222
-California-

This article talks of Schwarzenegger’s plans to convert a General Hummer SUV to a car/truck/monstrosity that is run on Hydrogen fuel.  Also discussed is how this step taken by Arnold (we’re on a first name basis) sets some of his ideas and proposals apart from many other Republicans.  Schwarzenegger talks of having hydrogen fuel pumps every 20 miles along highways and more.


Heh… well first off I’d love to see the Terminator chase down the bad guys in a 4 ton vehicle that gets the horsepower of a Honda civic.  As an engineering student and car enthusiast I can’t help but shake my head at this one.  While possible the mere cost of building a car of this size that runs on hydrogen would be through the roof, and while perhaps a great publicity stunt, don’t expect to see this car in your favorite “FOLLOW ME IF YOU WANT TO LIVE!” style films.

This relates to our class because we discussed the pollution of automobiles and the smog and pollution problems faced by the state of California.  We also quickly touched on alternate fuel sources that could be researched to help cut these pollutants from the atmospheres of busy areas like this one.

In response to “Humane? Canada seal hunt centers on question” 

by Miguel Llanos, MSNBC

http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4608053
-Canada-

This article discusses the act of hunting baby seals in Canada and the methods used in their butchering.  Some environmentalists are claiming (and using video as evidence) that some seal hunters are not living up to the expectations of seal hunting.  Seals can only be hunted after shedding their white coat (at approximately 12 days) and must be killed in a “humane way”.  Video shows hunters killing the seals and possibly skinning them alive.

I enjoyed this article because it shows how the great country of Canada is protecting their animal resources.  The article also mentions that there is a quota on seal hunting (350,000 this year) to keep the animals protected from being over hunted.  I also find it very sweet that we care so much that these animals die quickly and painlessly so that we can make purses out of them.
This relates to Geo 120 because we discussed the use of resources at a rate of sustainable yield.  If the number of seals hunted is restricted to a safe number within the sustainable yield, they will be able to reproduce and carry on happily for years to come.  If actions like these were not taken it is possible that the seals could be over hunted and put into dangers way.

In response to “New British invasion – but this one sings of global warming”


By Miguel Llanos, MSNBC


http://msnby.msn.com/id/4275928
-Seattle, Washington-


This article is about 12 British scientists that traveled to Seattle for a conference on science and the environment.  These scientists came to explain and inform of how emissions were leading to global warming and how this is a problem that needs attention before it causes trouble.  The British are hoping to help persuade Bush to take more action in the restrictions on emissions and greenhouse gasses being released into the environment.

Once again, us against the world.  The Bush administration is quoted for turning down the Kyoto protocol because it would severely cut into economic growth.  The British Scientists guessed that stabilizing the climate for the entire world would cost around one percent of each countries gross domestic product.


This directly relates to our class because we discussed the effects of greenhouse gasses and emissions on the climate of the world.  We covered how the Earth is slowly getting warmer due to this effect and how something is needed to be done.  We also touched on how the United States decided not to sign the Kyoto protocol.

In response to “$350 million in hydrogen grants” by The Associated Press


http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4846212
-Detroit, Michigan-


This article talks of the grants that the government is going to offer to help improve hydrogen power technology in cars.  The goal is to put hydrogen powered cars on the road by 2015.  The total amount of money being put into the project totals over $575 million with private funding included.


Bush actually said something intelligent at a press meeting in Minnesota.  He has allowed $1.2 billion to fund hydrogen power technology and said he believed technology and innovation were a solution for our mistakes of the past.  I’m actually very happy with this decision by Bush.  An equation that doesn’t involve oil, it’s a start…

This applies to our studies because we talked about how pollutants from cars were harming our environment.  We also quickly touched on alternate fuel sources that could be researched to help cut these pollutants from the atmosphere.

In response to “Dirty gold? Jewelers urge miners to clean up” by The Associated Press


http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4607954
-Spokane, Washington-


This article discusses the pollution that is created by mining precious metals and other industrial mining practices.  The exposure of the pollution caused by this mining has made waves among large jewelry sales companies, including Tiffany & Co.  The Tiffany chairman published an ad in the Washington Post talking about how the company won’t stand for or support such mining practices.


I liked this article because it showed a large scale company putting their foot down for the sake of the environment.  While risking an increase in cost, this moral step is appreciated by the general public and overall improves the reputation of the company.

This ties to our teachings in class because we discussed that one of the major polluters is big industry and how they release a cocktail of pollutants into the environment.  One of these mines mentioned in the article would dump millions of gallons of wastewater a day into a local river.

In response to “Officials seize giant snails from schools” by The Associated Press


http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4839564
-Milwaukee, Wisconsin-


This article describes a type of snail that was being kept in a school that could pose a threat to the natural environment if ever released into the wild.  These imported African snails reproduce at a high rate and could be devastating to plant life.  Also, the snails could transmit meningitis.


As an example the article states that in 1966 a boy smuggled three Giant African Land Snails into the country and his grandmother released them into her garden, creating 18,000 of them in only seven years.  It took 10 years to eradicate them.  Oops.


This article is right at home in our lessons from class.  We discussed how exotic species could affect local ecosystems with examples like zebra mussels.  We learned that exotic species can have very unpredictable and uncontrollable effects on a new environment.  By adding these animals, certain balances can be unbalanced.

In response to “Bush walked into wetlands controversy” by The Associated Press


http://msnbc.msn.com/id/4836629
-Naples, Florida-


This article talks about the production of homes in areas that were once wetlands.  2,900 homes and a golf course are proposed to be built on land that environmentalist say would destroy a large section of protected wetlands.  Bush is backing the expansion of homes into this area.


This article discusses some ideas that we covered in the class room.  Human expansion results in more and more loss of natural habitat.  And while expansion is a necessity as human population grows, the areas being expanded into need to be protected and monitored.  While this area in Florida is the 2nd highest demanded area for housing, the natural recourses and diversity need to be thought of before making rash decisions that could come back on the human race in the end.

In response to “Artic Ozone loss influenced by stratospheric temperatures” by ENS News


http://www.ens-news.com/1003.html
-Pasadena, California-


This article explores the effects of atmospheric temperatures on the ozone later.  This could work against the ozone layer cleansing itself of the chemicals that humans have released into it.  The Montreal Protocol cut CFC’s and other ozone depleting substances and time is needed for the ozone to naturally repair itself.  Scientists still believe that the layer will bounce back but current temperatures and conditions may slow the process.

I liked how this article seemed very positive that the ozone layer would bounce back from its current condition.  It was rather nice to hear that we had a chance to not get skin cancer compared to the general environmental “we’re all going to catch fire if we don’t do anything soon” attitude.  Progress is good and I think helps people understand that we can make a difference and our work is worthwhile.


This directly relates to class because we discussed ozone depletion and the causes and affects.  We also discussed the ozone layer over Antarctica.  The Montreal Protocol was also brought up in class and the things that it put into motion on our planet were discussed.

