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United States Government - Honors

Course Objectives:

To give a conceptual knowledge of American Government.

To practice writing and interpersonal skills.

To discover the importance of the American Governmental system, how it works, and the role we play in its operation.

Course Content:

Principles of Government



United States Constitution

3 Branches of Government


State and Local Government

Citizenship





Naturalization

Rights and Liberties



Responsibilities

Requirements:

All assignments will have a point value based on the number of questions, or items, which they contain.  This illustrates the importance of ALL assignments.  There will be a final exam, which is written by Hillsborough County and counts for 1/3 of your final grade in this class. 

Tests will almost always be in short answer/essay form.  Proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation WILL be included in grading these tests, in addition to knowledge of the content.

Part of the addition to this course for the honors credit, will be a research paper/project.  There are different options available, so we will discuss it at a later time.  You will be given ample time to complete this project, as it’s point value will be approximately equal to 3 tests.

In addition, my own request of you is to watch The West Wing.  It’s on NBC Wednesday nights at 9pm.  This is not a requirement, however, some class discussions may be based on the show, as well as bonus questions on tests.  While not watching the show will not hurt your grade, watching it, definitely will.

Grading Scale:

A = 90-100     B = 80-89     C = 70-79     D = 60-69     F = 0-59

I will not automatically round up grades.  The only things I will take into consideration for rounding up a grade will be classroom behavior, and work ethic.  

According to Hillsborough County, at the end of the semester, any unexcused absences that you have will each be 2 points off your final average (as I will allow you to make up the work you missed).

I do NOT give extra credit, so do not ask.  There are ample opportunities for you to pick up bonus points (and just as many to lose them).  You can accumulate bonus points by participating in class, not going to the restroom during class, and other small things.  You can lose bonus points that you’ve earned by doing things that you’re not supposed to do.

