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Critical Thinking

Analysis of “The Bee All and End All”

The Facts:
· While in his hammock, Uncle Alexander was stung by a bee.

· Uncle Alexander is allergic to bee stings.

· Ace, Beatrice and Cecil drove to the hospital into [Uncle Alexander’s] Land Rover. Divine stayed home.

· Two hours later, Cecil was speaking on the phone with Divine explaining that Uncle Alexander was going to live. One minute later, Uncle Alexander dies.

· Beatrice and Cecil take taxis to their respective homes. Ace returns to Uncle Alexander’s estate.

· The Gardener used the hose at 2:30, before Ace had returned. The water flowed normally.

· Over dinner, Ace reveals that the doctor suspects foul play, and Divine suggests that Bea murdered their uncle.

· Divine and Ace go looking for evidence: within five minutes they find a syringe wedged into the hose.

· The syringe contained formic acid, which mimics bee stings.

· The syringe resembled one that Bea had in her purse, in the Land Rover. She stated that someone must have stolen it.

· The hammock was spread with honey.

· All cousins sought the advice of the family solicitor regarding their inheritance.

Opportunity:
· All cousins were theoretically on their own for the morning, and thus could have spread the honey.

· Bea was standing beside the hammock when Alexander was stung.

· Ace, Bea, and Cecil had access to Alexander in the Land Rover, as well as the syringe in Bea’s purse.

· Either Ace or Bea was beside Alexander’s hospital bed when Cecil was on the phone with Divine: when Alexander croaked.

· Divine had direct knowledge of how Alexander died before the coroner confirmed it. Theoretically, so did Bea.

· Only Ace had access to the Land Rover after Alexander died.

· Ace and Divine were the only two with access to the hose after the gardener used it.

Grand Total of Opportunities:

A 
 B 
 C 
 D

5
 5
 2
 3

Theory:

By examining the access that each individual had to the victim, Cecil can be automatically eliminated. He simply did not have the opportunity to cause harm to Uncle Alexander during the critical time periods, and he lacked any distinguishing motive. That leaves us with Ace, Bea, and Divine. Bea and Divine can both be eliminated from acting alone on the grounds that the syringe would have had to be used at the hospital but returned to the estate to be jammed into the faucet opening. Therefore, Ace had to have been involved with the crime SOMEHOW.

Did Ace have an accomplice, and if so, who? 

