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                                                 Death Imagery in "Song of the Son"
Thesis:

In his poem “Song of the Son,” Jean Toomer uses images associated with rural


life to explain his intense desire to retain a remnant of the African American rural 


past for future generations.

I. The image of the sun is one very important image.
A. Toomer makes the connection between the span of a day and the span of a 
life.

B. Toomer also makes use of the homonymic connection between “sun” and 
“son” to describe the loss of the African American culture.

II. The plum tree is also a very significant image.
A. Essentially, the plums represent the vitality of the enslaved African 
American race.
B. At the same time, the plums still can be seen within more contemporary 
African Americans.
III.  The image of pine-smoke is another key component of the poem.
A. The opening stanza makes a connection between the pine-smoke and the 
song of African American slaves.

B.  This connection reinforces the importance of capturing the African 
American culture before it evaporates.

