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M. M. KAYE

‘the Raj who used her experience of life in the Empire to create her romantic bestseller The Far Pav
CORBIS

ing at Calcutta: “. . jasmine garlands and
everything — the temples, the fruit bats,
the smells, the noise — was all Indian. I
looked around me and thought: ‘I'm
home, I'm home. . .I'm home! "

For the 18-year-old Mollie Kaye life
now became a whirl of parties, romances
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Kaye at her Sussex home, whose walls were hung with the memorabilia of the British India that had shaped her outlook

But this could not go on for ever. In
1935 her father died and his daughter, by
then 27 but still unmarried, found she
could not live un Lhe pittance of a pen-
sion allotted to an Indian civil servant’s
daughter. She returned to England and
from a tiny flat off King's Road, Chelsea,
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tively illustrated by Margaret Tempest.
Among them such titles as Black Bramble
Wood and Gold Gorse Common,
remained popular reading for wvery
young children for the next 20 years.
For Kaye the income generated meant

one thing: she was able to return to her
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