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Deadlines for submission of articles and announcements: first of every month                             
   DECEMBER 2005


Business Meeting

There will be a business meeting Sunday January 22 starting at noon to plan the activities of the guild for the coming year. By default we have also moved the January Conference of the Guild to sometime later in the year. Please come and help us plan the coming year. All interested members are invited. It will be a potluck at Maryland Edward’s house – 1825 W. Middlefield Rd. Mountain View 650-964-1984. If you can’t come but want to give the new board input you could email our new President Stephanie Kaehler; stephaniefey@yahoo.com or call 831-429-9020.
NCEG New Officers for 2006
The elections of new officers for the 2006-2007 term was held at the December General Meeting on December 11th.   
President:  Stephanie Kaehler
Vice President Outreach:  Gay Bell
Vice President Programs:  Susan Hojel
Treasurer:  Roberta Smith
Secretary:  Anna Tai
A meeting was set  to plan this next year’s activities and many ideas were discussed for the exhibition and workshops – this is going to be a great year!  
Thanks from the Departing President
It has been very rewarding serving as the NCEG President for over two years.    And I wish to warmly express my appreciation for the support from the membership and especially the board members.   NCEG is fortunate to have the continued support for managing the financial end of the guild by Roberta Smith and for keeping the guild working functionally by the organizational skills of Anna Tai. The visibility that most of the members see is due to the untold hours of work from Sandra Bradshaw and Judy Foreman in producing the written newsletter, and from Gay Bell in keeping the website filled with current information.   Everywhere we always find Judy Stone helping with membership, providing information for the newsletters, and the huge job of planning and managing the international exhibitions. Additionally the guild was helped with member networking by Stepha nie Kaehler and Adrienne Leifer, an effort I hope will continue for members to contact and share with other members. Behind the scenes I had lots of help from many members which was always appreciated and enjoyed. I personally want to thank those that hosted the guild for workshops and workdays: Gay Bell and Alana Clearlake for the wonderful retreat; Sandra Bradshaw at Cubberley encaustic and bead workshops, workdays, and conference; Margarita for a Museum tour; Robert Sakauye with the Guilloche workday; Roberta  Smith’s with the book review; Adam Clark and Susie Hojel for the etching workday; and so much more – all enjoyable and valuable – thank you each, Maryland Edwards.
Holiday Party at Maryland’s Home

by Gay Bell

Everyone enjoyed the Holiday Party that was held at Maryland's house on December 11.  The Christmas Tree was bright and cheerful and the kitchen was full of good smells!  She served a tasty luncheon that covered her kitchen counter and the dining room table supported a potluck of desserts and healthy options.  There was something for everyone. Maryland had a drawing of names for door prizes which were books that encouraged self growth and creativity.  Gay Bell brought some of her semester results from taking a class in China Painting. She incorporated semi-nudes with the flowers the class studied. Learning how to load the brush with the oil based paints and lay it down on the surface where you want it is the trick.  The erase tool and the cotton silk dabber are essential. She recommended the lessons in interpreting light & color found in the book "Painting the Impressionist Landscape". If you would like to understand the warm and cool theory of color...this is a good study.  Color charts for enamels were handed out.  Sandie Bradshaw presented her latest works which related to a show she entered on the "Day of the Dead".  She used silver(actually pewter) repoussé of skeletons that were very excellently done around a portrait in enamel.  She had a beautiful plique-a-jour bowl that was held up by 2 constructed silver skeletons that had hollow PMC heads. This was a very expensive item.  Ribs and long bones were all represented!
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Nancy Goodenough

And Florence Resnikoff

At the Party

Raku bowls with bodies and bones rounded out the collection. Alana Clearlake has been very busy selling her work at open studios.  She showed her plique-a-jour wire mesh shells that especially show off on light boxes or in a window.  She has been crocheting wonderful twisted bead necklaces. Some show off her exotic designer enamel pieces.   Nancy Goodenough went to a workshop on Design and Creativity. She bought a beautiful brochure that was inspired by the brainstorming that was done in this class that showed off the different aspects of her jewelry line. Her experience was mind expanding and very enjoyable. She encourages everyone to take classes that may inspire you and encourage unimagined directions in your work....and don't always focus on just technical classes. Margarita Popova gave a wonderful presentation. It was an overview of her enameling, jewelry and accessory design career. She brought her portfolio which gave examples of each phase of her work.  She began enameling at the age of 14 and owned her own store in San Francisco when she was in her 20's. She old her enamels and


Margarita Popova at

The Holiday Party
took in commissions.  She also began designing accessories out of natural products such as cow horn and sea shells and progressed to plastics. She showed a sample purse made out of plastic with imbedded gold foil that was very cool. Everyone enjoyed the hearing about her adventurous enterprises.

The Board Nominated Officers were voted in for the year 2006 and everyone made suggestions for what they were interested in doing in the new year. The Holiday Party was a great success for sharing ideas and friendships.
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Judy Stone and June Jasen will be at the ACC shows in Baltimore and Atlanta. Judy will also be going to Georgia (ex-Soviet Union) this coming fall to take part in the 2nd Biennial enamel symposium sponsored by the Popularization of Georgian Art and Culture.  
 

Membership Renewals for 2006

Enclosed in this newsletter is your 2006 membership renewal form.  Several of you have already renewed for 2006 and should disregard this form.  The rest of you should send your renewal forms and dues by Jan. 31, 2006 to ensure that your newsletter mailings are uninterrupted.
  

NCEG Juried Exhibition-Reminder

The deadline for applying to the 2006 NCEG International Juried Enamel Exhibition is January 13.  If anyone is having trouble figuring out the digital requirements for the jury please contact Judy Stone (510-526-3668 or jstoneenamels@sbcglobal.net) immediately.  The juried show prospectus is available online at the NCEG website, www.enamelguild.org.

Classes

Palo Alto Art Center

Enameling & Cloisone

Instructor: Sandie Bradshaw
Saturdays 1 to 4pm: starts Jan. 14th, (10 classes)

$172 (plus $5 materials fee to the instructor)

Explore the techniques and materials of enameling using contemporary methods. Students will make enameled jewelry, bowls, and other objects. All levels welcome. This class is small enough to individually tailor the teaching to your needs. For further information: (650) 329-2366 or www.paenjoy.org
  

ENAMEL NEWS

The Crucible Inaugurates New  Enamel Classroom
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This is a Fake Picture.


Isn’t It Pretty?








This is also a fake


Picture.





See the naked Men?








