After volunteering Boston marathon 2001, I asked myself whether I can do marathon. Why not? Lets try it. So it motivated me to start running competitively and set a goal to try to run next year Marathon (2002). So I worked towards the goal and participated some small road races. 

Till Jun 2001, I had done 3 races 5K(23:54 min), 5 Miler (37:38 min) & 10K(46:36 min) with a good 7:30/Mile pace. I just completed another tough 5 Miler race on July 15,2001 in about 38:04 Min with 7:37/Mile pace.

Today (Oct 21,2001) I finished my first Half Marathon and really excited about it. It was a wonderful day and I enjoyed the whole way of the run. I had great fun. 

I encouraged my co-runners while passing them, I felt great physically, I did up hill damn well. I did it in 1:42:01(Chip time) & 1:43:23 (Gun time). Chip time is actual my time. Pace - 7:47/mile and I placed 291/1331 overall. Among my age category (18-29), I am 47/109. I did it!!! I feel great.

It’s been week after I completed one of my great goals in life, which I set a year back. My First Marathon and especially Boston, which is so historic and traditional.  I had been training to run this marathon for 6 months. I got the Bib number luckily by winning Compaq company lottery and I was really excited about it. I ran lot of long runs and trained in full swing to finish it. 

My last longest run during training was 24 miles and hope to complete marathon 26.2 without problem. I was little nervous and tensed before marathon because of lot of popularity in my work place. So I was kind of in pressure to finish the marathon. 

Sunday, It was Marathon Runner expo in Hynes Convention Center.  It was really good to see lot of runner. They are having fun. So I decided to throw off my nervous and wanted to have fun whether I finish or not. Had a great pasta party and met some new runners all over country. 

Marathon day was expected to be warm but Thank God it was perfect cool weather to start. Dave helped in picking me up from my house and dropping in Hopkinton. I was getting ready by all means and also Compaq team runners like Steve Bagley, Raj are giving wishes. Race started on time and it took me apx. 9 mins to get to the start line. Started out slowly and gradually increased to get to my running pace. I don't want to push myself and run faster. So I slowed down whenever I think I am going fast. Enjoyed the crowed with high fives, Yankee sucks, waving with hat and talking with co-runners. It was great to be there. Finally hit the Heart Break hills and fought myself don't want to walk. Its not so steep but the miles, which it comes, make it difficult. It’s between 17 to 21 miles range. But I did it well and kept running by frequently hydrating myself with Gatorade and water. Finally reached the finish line with lot of cheering people and more excitement in finishing. I finished my Boston Marathon in 3:41:20 chip time. I saw Nancy with kids and Dave at the finish line. I was so happy to see them.

I was so flying on top of the world and happy to be one among 16,000 runners. I was tired, last miles I got little cramp tight but managed to finish it good. Relaxed bit took shower in Park plaza and had dinner with Dave, Nancy and John. It was great feeling, you gotta experience it.

