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Vietnam: The Catastrophe


American involvement in the Vietnam War was folly considering all the wrong reasons and decisions we made concerning this war.  The United States made some naïve decisions before and during the war.  Reasons supporting this war are unfounded and cannot justify the large cost to this country.  The U.S. should have stayed out of the Vietnam War completely.


First, American involvement was unnecessary, and may even have been detrimental to both societies.  One reason would be that countries must learn to stand on their own, without the support of “Big Brother” United States.  This causes us to serve as a crutch for the Vietnamese.  Another reason was that the cost was incredible, in monetary terms, but also in equipment and human life.  We spent over $140 billion, used more bombs and aircraft bombing Northern Vietnam than we used bombing Nazi Germany during all of World War II, and we lost over 58,000 men and had over 300,000 wounded.  And finally, massive social upheaval in the United States was the legacy of our involvement in the war. Student protests swept the country, and sit-ins became commonplace—not to mention the fact that the president lied about the U.S. position, causing less trust for the American people in the government. Our society would have been much better off had we stayed out of the curse that was Vietnam.


Next, proponents of the Vietnam War may say that we got involved to stop the spread of communism—an idealistic but impractical view.  Trying to stop communism is like trying to hold wet cornstarch: you think you’ve got it, but it’ll just ooze between the cracks of your fingers.  President Eisenhower’s “domino theory” correctly states that is you tip a domino over onto other dominos, all will fall; however, should we have left the country alone, it might have caused the domino to tip the opposite direction, not causing any harm to the surrounding countries, and maybe even generating a sympathy vote for democracy.  The proponents may also say that we went in to stop aggression from coagulating into full-blown war.  Unfortunately, there has yet to be a war that has been solved positively by pitting violence against violence. This open support for war causes Americans to look like bloodthirsty communist- stompers…even barbarians. Finally, some may say that we should have gone in to save face, and protect our reputation as the bane of communism.  But as the argument stated above, how are we going to protect our reputation when there is no one left to view it?  In layman’s terms, how can we be the defenders of democracy when we’re inflicting ourselves on everyone else?  No one can say with moral sincerity that this war was worth the trouble it caused.


In summary, the United States would have been better off to withdraw itself from this war.  Proponents for U.S. participation in the war are only militants and are not seeing the humanitarian and civil way of solving conflicts.  America has tarnished itself with the bungled fiasco that was the Vietnam War.

