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“That government is best which governs least.”  This is a lie.  If there were minimal government, there would be no glue to hold society together—no common bond.  Civilization depends on the rule of law, and matters of justice are an appropriate function of government.    Without a balanced governing body there would be anarchy.


This minimalist government would be rife with strife.  There would be no way to hold a country together.  Conflicting interests would arise; cities and states would be at odds and eventually wish to secede in order to protect their own interests. The end result would be a bickering mass of smaller weaker countries, which would ultimately be at war one with another. Thus divided, we would fall.  


The government has the responsibility to create rules, and endow certain individuals with the authority to enforce those rules.  A chaotic and loosely constructed justice system, interpreted by individuals and not by bodies of people, would be easily corrupted. People left to themselves, without checks and balances and overseers, will get into mischief. Also, if law enforcement were controlled by the private sector, accountability would be difficult.   

In other words, Thoreau’s flaw here is that he assumes that there is an innate goodness in all people, that all would much rather do right then wrong. This, unfortunately, is not the case. Men frequently are corruptible, and therefore extensive government is needed to regulate its all-too-human citizens.


A government is best when it is balanced.  A strong government allows for individualism but still keeps an eye out for what will hold a society together. It’s not a weak, piddling government with as much say as the fish on your dinner plate.  There must be a sense of order imposed to allow -- and even to encourage -- the individuality so celebrated by Thoreau. People would be so busy defending their property with shotguns and dogs that they wouldn’t have time to build those  “castles in the sky” so cherished by Thoreau and his contemporaries.
