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Emily Webb embodies the characteristic of timidity with which she faces the world.  Through this timid approach to life Emily develops polite mannerisms, as well as a quiet enjoyment of simple things hurried people wouldn’t care to notice.  This is shown when she is enjoying the moonlight, a simple thing that is thought of as absurd.  (This is shown by her father’s act of displaying surprise at his daughter’s quiet, introspective action—watching the moon.)  The overall concept shows that life in general should be enjoyed to its fullest.


Julia Gibbs exhibits life’s tendency to be governed by basic fundamental laws that were slowly created by men.  Man believes in little superstitions or foolish consistencies, meaning if its been happening for so long just accept it as truth.  This is no better displayed then at Julia’s insistence that her children eat slowly in order to prevent stunted growth, or that having books on the table for reading is also bad for growth as it causes distraction from one’s eating.  Julia shows that life’s tendencies are governed by the principles of the many, rather then the independent thoughts of the one.


Howie Newsome characterizes the human necessity for a routine.  If humans had to think about everything then nothing would get done.  Howie’s scheduled life exhibits an organized lifestyle.  This also demonstrates human’s anal-retentive traits—how we are more frequently against change then for it.   The scene that discusses how Howie’s horse is resistant to the change in the milk route shows how humans, like the horse, are resistant to changing the norm.


Simon Stimson portrays the insatiable human need of indulgence.  This is where one partakes of something he or she can’t normally have, or something that has been tabooed by society.  Throughout existence an indulgence here or there is a necessity; however, too many can lead to gluttony.  Yes, too much of a good thing can hurt.  This is shown by Simon Stimson’s alcohol problem, which eventually led to him taking his own life.  Life’s little, or big, indulgences are a necessity: they give something to work for—something to look forward to.


The Stage Manager represents an oracle of sorts—he transcends time in order to look at life objectively.  He tells it as it is, and then throws in a little insight in order to allow the reader to step back and see the big picture so the he or she may begin to appreciate the action when up close.  His introduction to the story is a prime example because he just explains where all of the significant buildings are as well as some town history.  He has obtained this objectivity from being able to see history, past, present or future.  This ability to look at things in life from a bird’s eye view allows keeping a check on the scope of things, while encouraging prioritization and objectification.

