DRAGONS OR DINOSAURS?
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Not so very long ago, most people believed in dragons. They thought that they were huge monsters which could breathe fire. Many dragons were also supposed to be able to fly, and pictures show them with large scaly wings. Dragons were supposed to eat humans, especially young girls, so they were very frightening. Imagine a fire-breathing monster that could fly after you and eat you!  Nowadays we know of dragons only in stories. The Welsh flag has a red dragon on it and Saint George, the patron saint of England, was supposed to have killed a dragon which was terrorising the country. 


St. George and the Dragon     
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But where did people get these ideas from? We know that there is a giant lizard which lives in the far east, called the Komodo Dragon, but people in Europe would never have seen one of those.  One possible reason is that they could have found giant bones, or fossils, of animals they did not recognise. These were far bigger than any animal they had ever seen and so they said that they were the bones of dragons. We know now that they were dinosaurs, extinct reptiles which lived millions of years ago, long before there were any people on earth. Many of them had huge teeth, so of course they must have been meat-eaters - but not of young girls!  Look  at  these  pictures and  you will see how the stories of dragons came about.


Dinosaurs - or dragons?


DRAGONS OR DINOSAURS?


TASK 1 : 


Use the table below to compare and contrast dragons and dinosaurs. Put ticks in the right boxes.


�
Dragons�
Dinosaurs�
�
They were huge animals.�
�
�
�
They lived a long time ago.�
�
�
�
They are extinct now.�
�
�
�
They had wings so they could fly.�
�
�
�
They liked to eat people, especially young girls.�
�
�
�
They were fire - breathing monsters.�
�
�
�
Most people believed in them.�
�
�
�
You can see one on the Welsh flag.�
�
�
�
We can see their fossils in museums.�
�
�
�
They were like giant lizards.�
�
�
�
 


TASK 2 : 


Copy out these sentences, and find the right words to finish them. 


Dragons were supposed to breathe ___________ .


They had large ________  wings.


People believed that they liked to eat _________.


_____________ bones were very big. 


People thought that they were the bones of ___________ .


Dinosaurs lived ____________ of years ago.


If you want to see a dinosaur’s fossil, you must go to a _____________.


Dinosaurs lived long before there were any ____________ .


TASK 3 :


How do you know dinosaurs did not eat people? Explain clearly in a few sentences. 


