Placer County

(Roseville, Rocklin, Lincoln, Auburn)

Top Restaurants Review Guide
By Anthony Chen



Focusing on the top restaurants by category
Because life is too short to eat anywhere else


5 Star Rating System 
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	[image: image1.png]




	Below Average
	[image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]




	Average
	[image: image4.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image6.png]




	Good
	[image: image7.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image8.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image9.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image10.png]




	Excellent
	[image: image11.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image12.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image13.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image14.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image15.png]





Cost Per Person 

	$7 and Under
	$

	$8-$14
	$$

	$15-$25
	$$$

	$26 and Up
	$$$$


5 point system for {ambience|service} 
{1|1} Not so clean restaurant and services is terrible 
{2|2} Below averagely clean restaurant and service is minimal 
{3|3} Averagely clean restaurant and average service 
{4|4} Clean restaurant and good service 
{5|5} Very clean and elegant ambience and excellent service 
BEST = Best in Placer Award!
TRY = Darn good dish
DON’T TRY = Try at your own risk



BAR & GRILL

1. Claim Jumper [image: image16.png]
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$$ {3|5} Famous for their huge portions of food and dessert.  The food is fairly good too! 

2. Vernon Street Grill [image: image19.png]
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$$ {3|5} 
BEST New York Grinder (don’t forget the BBQ sauce and pepperocini’s 
BEST Hot Wings available in a spectrum of “hotness”
3. Applebee's [image: image22.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image23.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image24.png]


$$ {3|5} 
TRY: Steak Quesadilla and Mexican Philly Steak 
DON'T TRY: Riblets and Chicken finger baskets 

4. Chili's (Chain) [image: image25.png]
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$$ 
BEST Cajun Chicken Sandwich
BEST Chicken Tortilla Soup
BEST Country Fried Steak with Mash Potatoes
TRY: Famous Babyback Ribs
5. Mimi's Café (Roseville) [image: image28.png]
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 $$
Service was excellent.  Kid friendly.
DON'T TRY: Eggs Benedict with special spicy sauce, stay with the hollandaise 

BBQ

1. Armadillo Willies (Douglas Blvd by Lakeshore Toys) [image: image31.png]
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 $$ {3|5} 
BEST 18-hour Brisket Sandwich (try adding onions and pickles)

2. Lucille’s Smokehouse (Lonetree Blvd) [image: image34.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image35.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.geocities.com/achen1c/food_files/fullstar.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image36.png]


 $$ {3|5} 
BEST Free biscuit with apple-cinnamon butter
DON’T TRY: Pulled pork brisket sandwich 

3. Texas West BBQ (Douglas) [image: image37.png]
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 $$ {3|5} 
BEST Kid’s eat free nights
4. Texas Back Forty BBQ (Orlando) [image: image40.png]
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 $$ {3|5} 
TRY: BEEF Slices
ASIAN BUFFET 

1. Mizu (Roseville-East Roseville Parkway/Sunrise)[image: image43.png]
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 $$ 
This is absolutely the best Asian seafood buffet in the area. Strong both on the Chinese side (great soups, dim sum, Korean BBQ, and seafood) and on the Japanese side (sashimi, sushi rolls, and popular side dishes). Before Mizu, I'd have to hit Mikuni's once every two weeks to satisfy my sushi cravings. But with Mizu's wide selection of sashimi and sushi rolls (even though not as fresh as Mikuni's), it keeps me from spending $50+ at Mikuni's. 
BEST Buffet Sushi and Sashimi
BEST Buffet Korean BBQ
BEST Buffet Salad Bar
2. Hong Kong Grand Buffet (Roseville-Foothills Blvd/Baseline)[image: image48.png]
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 $
While not as big and fancy as Eastern Max or Mizu Asian buffet, this little chinese buffet offers dishes such as "salt and pepper spareribs" and "honey walnut chicken" that keeps you coming back. All the soups are flavorful, the fried sushi appetizer is surprisingly good, and the soft serve ice cream is excellent and very cold. As for all buffets that don't claim to be a 'seafood buffet', the sushi is not as fancy or as fresh so I rarely touch them. But then the price is reasonable accordingly. Highly recommend…
BEST Buffet Wonton and Hot & Sour Soups
BEST Buffet Honey Walnut Chicken
BEST Buffet Ice Cream
3. Asian Seafood Buffet (Roseville-Stanford Ranch/Fairway)[image: image51.png]
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 $$$ 
This Chinese/Japanese buffet serves good sushi (e.g. unagi rolls) and seafood for a buffet, but is lackluster on the Chinese buffet side. The beef is tough. Free meals on birthdays and generous pricing model for kids.
TRY: Sushi, Seafood items, and Salads by the sushi bar. 
DON'T TRY: Beef items are tough 

CHINESE 

1. Chang Brother's (Rocklin) [image: image54.png]
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 $$ 
Authentic Chinese with good presentation and service.  It’s definitely the best in the Roseville/Rocklin area.  Much better than Fat's and PF Chang's at better prices.  Good lunch special selection.
BEST Wonton Soup
BEST Orange Chicken or Beef
2. Kung Pao King Chinese (Stanford Ranch) [image: image58.png]
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 $$ 
Very fresh 

3. China Villa (Rocklin) [image: image61.png]
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 $$ 
Promising Chinese restaurant with good lunch specials too. 

4. P.F. Chang's [image: image64.png]
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 $$ 
Great, professional service by well dressed servers, but you pay for it.  Americanized Chinese food well-prepared and nicely presented in a well decorated ambience, but again, you do pay for it. In short, decent return for the dining experience, but for just good Chinese food, you could go to Chang Brother’s for 33% off list price.
5. Fat's Asian Bistro [image: image67.png]
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 $$ 
Same thoughts as P.F. Chang's 
BEST Honey Walnut Prawns
TRY Peking Duck
FRENCH 

1. Le Bilig (Auburn) [image: image70.png]
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 $$$ 
Very friendly and cozy atmosphere. Somewhat Romantic atmosphere 
BEST Veal Cutlet
TRY Duck Confit 

2. La Provence [image: image74.png]
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$$$$ 
Lunch and Dinners food quality are above average. 
BEST Hanger Steak
BEST Hot Apple Desert with Ice Cream
INDIAN 

1. Chaat Cafe (Roseville-Foothills) [image: image77.png]
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 $/$$
Finally some authentic Indian food in Roseville even though it’s not a forma sit down restaurant.  While no match for the Bay Area, Chaat Café does satisfy the Indian Cravings.  Nice dining atmosphere and service is friendly.
TRY: Chana Bhatura, Paneer/Fish/Desi Wraps, Tandoori Chicken Wings
BEST Tandoori Chicken Pizza (served on Naan).
2. Bombay Bistro (Roseville-Douglas Blvd) [image: image81.png]
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$$$
BEST Indian buffet lunch in Roseville.
DON'T TRY: Masala Chai.
ITALIAN 

1. Olive Garden(Sacramento-Sunrise&Madison) [image: image84.png]
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$$ 
I know it is a chain, but I was very impressed with the quality of food that I received and also the service. 
BEST Italian creamy sausage and potato soup (Zuppa...) 
BEST Chicken Carnellopa? Pasta Roll filled with ground chicken. 
BEST Chicken strips over Angel Hair Pasta with cream sauce. 
TRY: The spinach and artichoke dip is great with the free garlic bread. 

2. Piatti's[image: image88.png]
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$$$ [Sac Bee 3.5/4] 
TRY: Appetizers were good, but seafood items were not fresh 
Sac Bee TRY: Caesar salad, ravioli with lemon sauce, Roasted chicken, Granitas 

3. Macaroni Grill (Roseville-Douglas&Eureka) [image: image91.png]
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 $$$ 
One thing you must say about this place is the ambience is awesome on Friday nights. That's the night when opera is sung all around the tables to add a delightful scent to the atmosphere. Drawing pictures with crayons on large white paper is also amusing. 
BEST chicken bowtie pasta. 
BEST bread with special sauce (olive oil, balsamic vinegar, garlic, and chili pepper) 

4. Granito Piedre Grille (Douglas/Auburn-Folsom)[image: image94.png]
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 $$$ 
Want to keep everyone away? This is the place of 40 clove garlic chicken and pure garlic spread for your bread. I recommended this place for lunch. The price gets a bit high for the quality of food for dinner. The setting of the restaurants makes you feel like you are in Italy. 50% off a second meal discount coupons for this restaurants are freely available. 
TRY: BEST 40-clove garlic chicken 
TRY: Garlic bread spread, Bushettas 
DON’T TRY: Rabbit and Lamb 
JAPANESE 

1. Mikuni's (Roseville-Eureka/Lead Hill) [image: image97.png]
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 $$$ {3|3} 
This is THE place I bring my out-of-town friends to impress.  One of the best restaurants period.  Go early on weekends as the wait time is long.
BEST Black and White
BEST Special Scallop
BEST Seared Tuna with two color sauces
BEST Japanese Mafia
BEST Mackerel Fish Dish
TRY: Anything from the Mikuni Special Rolls list 
2. Izumi's (Rocklin) [image: image102.png]
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 $$ {3|3} 
Friendly Sushi Chefs, good menu variety, excellent lunch bento box choices. The sushi quality here is above average, but does not match Mikuni’s in variet. The sushi boats going around provides a fun experience and keeps the kids entertained! 
BEST Combination lunch bento boxes.  Served on weekends too!
MEDITERRANEAN (GREEK, TURKISH, ETC.) 

1. Anatoli’s Table (Blue Oaks & Lonetree) [image: image106.png]
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$$$
BEST Free hummus dip with home made bread
2. Greek Village Inn (In Sacramento, but Coming Soon to Roseville!) [image: image110.png]
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 $$ 
BEST Moussaka
BEST Gryos 
3. Daphne's [image: image114.png]
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$$ 
TRY: BEST Chicken Lemon Soup, Spanikopita, Quarter Chicken, Veggie Plate 
DON'T TRY: Any kabobs to go since it's best to eat it hot. 

MEXICAN 

1. Jalisco (Foothill Blvd & McAnally in Roseville) [image: image117.png]
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 $$ All you can eat chips and dips, Up beat atmosphere, excellent food, at great prices makes this the best mexican place for me to continuously eat at. 
BEST Carnitas
BEST Torta with any meat filling
BEST fish tacos
BEST Mexican fountain drinks.
2. El Azteca (Foothills Blvd & Baseline in Roseville) [image: image121.png]
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 $$
BEST Buche Torta
BEST Chili Verde Burrito
BEST Chorizo Taco
BEST Posole Soup on weekends
BEST Mole Chicken Enchilada Special
3. Baja Fresh[image: image125.png]
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 $$
Great free chips and salsa!
BEST Baja Chicken Burrito Enchilado Style
TRY: Enchiladas with red sauce, Steak Quesadillas. 

MONGOLIAN BBQ (ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT) 

1. JJ's Mongolia BBQ (Roseville-Stanford Ranch/Five Star) [image: image128.png]
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$$ 

SANDWICHES 

1. Panera Bread [image: image131.png]
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$$ 
Excellent bread selection and taste. Healthy selections. 
BEST Blue Cheese Steak Sandwich 

2. Plutos [image: image135.png]
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$ 
BEST Flank Steak Sandwich with BBQ Sauce, BEST Garlic Fries, BEST Made-to-order Salads, BEST Garlic Mash Potatoes 

3. Mr. Pickles [image: image138.png]
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$ 
BEST Chicken Avocado Sandwich with spicy sauce 

4. Boston Market (Roseville-Foothills) [image: image141.png]
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$ 
BEST Chicken Salad $1 extra as a side.
TRY: Chicken Tortilla Soup with chips, cheese, and chives. 
TRY: Any hot carver sandwiches.
STEAK, RIB, AND SEAFOOD HOUSE 

1. Ruth's Chris (Roseville Eureka/Rocky Ridge) [image: image144.png]
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 $$$ {4|4} 
Yes, it's expensive, yes, it's probably over priced, but if you're ready to spend $100 per person for dinner, it still provides one of the best steak experiences
BEST Filet Mignon and ask for extra butter! 
DON'T TRY: Bottle water is $7 per serving! Better select a wine or special drink instead. 

2. Carver's (Roseville Eureka/Rocky Ridge) [image: image149.png]
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 $$$ {4|4} 
This restaurant serves the best prime rib in the Sacramento area. The sautee mushrooms and onions are good options to further enhance the favor but it’s $7 extra!. 
BEST Prime Rib
BEST Portabella mushroom stuffed with spinach and seafood. 

FAST FOOD 

Burgers 

1. In-n-Out Burger (Chain) [image: image153.png]
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 $ 
Simple menu and Delicious
TRY: Everything! 

2. Red Robin (Roseville-Chain) [image: image158.png]
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$
Great food, great service.  I like any burger place that asks how you?d like your burger done.
BEST Red Robin Burger (It has a fried egg in it!)
BEST Guacamole Bacon burger
TRY: Chicken Salad.  
3. California Burger (Roseville-Riverside) [image: image162.png]
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$
Great variety on the menu.  Easy to please everyone.  Burgers were cooked too well done so it makes it dry.
BEST Monte Cristo Fried Sandwich
TRY: California Burger, 
4. Jack-in-the-Box (Chain) [image: image165.png]
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 $ 
Grill Sourdough Burger is juicy and delicious 

5. Carl's Jr (Chain) [image: image168.png]
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$ 
Double Bacon Western Burger
Pizza, Thin New York Style or Italian Style
Highest 5-star rating goes to Grimbaldi’s in Brooklyn, NY.

1. Celestino’s NY Style Pizza (Stanford Ranch & Sunset in Rocklin)  [image: image171.png]
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$
Lived in NJ, been to NY for pizza many times, gave up finding true NY style pizza in Roseville/Rocklin area until Celestino's. One sign of authenticity is the sheer size of the pizza as you can fold each slice. Another sign is the brooklyn style garlic powder sitting at each table which is true for most NY pizza parlors. However, one complaint, if you come on a busy night, prepare to wait 45+ minutes for your pizza (my only reason for knocking off a star). Don't order too many toppings such as the combo, must go for the purity of the cheese, pepperoni, or limit to 3 toppings to taste the purity of the dough, sauce, and cheese. great job guys on bringing NY style pizza to the area!
BEST Thin Pepperoni Pizza
BEST Thin Cheese Pizza
2. Fosco’s Italian Deli (Douglas & Sierra College in Rocklin) [image: image175.png]
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$
BEST Thin Italian sausage pizza
BEST Thin four cheese pizza
3. Pizza Antica (Douglas & between Sierra College+Auburn Folsom) [image: image179.png]
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$$
A bit pricey for the size but nice thin crust pizza
BEST Thin Fig Pizza (sounds strange, but very tasty)
4. Village Pizzeria (Blue Oaks & Lonetree) [image: image183.png]
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$
No garlic powder and pizza by the slice is a bit stingy in size, but the pizza is good.
5. Dominoe’s Brooklyn Style Pizza [image: image187.png]
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 $
I know, it’s crazy, how can Dominoe’s pizza show up in the top?  Well, thanks to the decently made “Brooklyn-style pizza” from Dominoe’s.  Order it X-Large and put both XL-pepperoni and XL-sausage toppings on it.

Pizza, Non-New York Style 

1. Roundtable Pizza (Chain-Roseville) [image: image190.png]
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 $ 
BEST King Arthur supreme original crust w/ shrimp, but a bit greasy.
BEST Hawaiian
2. Original Pete's (Sacramento) [image: image194.png]
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$$ 
BEST BBQ Chicken Pizza
3. Papa Johns [image: image198.png]
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$$
Cheap and good for delivery 
TRY: Combo dipped in their garlic sauce
4. Riverside Pizzeria[image: image201.png]
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$$
TRY: Combo Calzone and upgrade it to large to feed two.
Thai 

Highest 5-star rating goes to Cham-Am in Vallejo, CA
1. Muang Thai Basil (Roseville-Sunrise by Douglas) [image: image204.png]
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 $$ 
Everything I've ordered has been above average. No disappointments. Best place for Thai Lunch Specials! The owner family wait staff is friendly. Thai style sitting makes a great experience! 
TRY: BEST Lunch specials, BEST Roast Duck Red Curry, BEST Pineapple Fried Rice, BEST Stuff Angel Wings, Thai ice tea 

2. Thai Basil (Roseville-Douglas by Office Depot) [image: image208.png]
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 $$ 
Everything I've ordered has been average or above average; No disappointments.  Portion are small though.  Go for lunch!
TRY: BEST Red Chicken Curry (Lunch menu:R2)! 
TRY: BEST Thin rice noodles with sweet soy sauce. (Lunch menu:N3)  
TRY: BEST Fried Banana and Ice Cream dessert 

Vietnamese
1. KT Noodle (Rocklin-Sunset & Whitney) [image: image212.png]
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 $
Best Vietnamese offering great food at great prices.
TRY: #53, Charboiled Pork with Egg Rolls on Vermicelli, Chicken Asparagus, Vegetarian hotpot/claypot, Green onion beef rolled in rice paper, Rice pancake appetizer. 
DON’T TRY: Ginger Beef, Pho soup base is a bit bland. 

2. Pho Saigon (Roseville on Douglas) [image: image216.png]
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 $
BEST Pho
3. Bamboo (Roseville-Pleasant Grove) [image: image220.png]
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 $
TRY: Pho, Chicken in Blackbean Sauce 

