The Founders

The Founders are a race of changeling, silicon beings and the leaders, or “founders”, of the Dominion. 

The Founders are quite long lived. Their death comes at an estimated 12,000 years of age. It is speculated that they are not gender based. Because they choose whatever appearance they wish to take on, an adequate description is not available, except in that when they take a regular humanoid form, their appearance is a more rounded and less defined version of a human. They are capable of producing offspring, but do not often. One of the last times they produced a group of offspring was The Hundred, a group of one hundred of their offspring sent out to explore the galaxy. 

The Founders are a most inquisitive and curious species. Their beginnings in the Gamma Quadrant were ones of exploration and peace; however, they came upon “solids” (non-shape shifting beings) who loathed and despised them. The Founders retreated to an abandoned planet in the Omarion nebula and became more reclusive. It is there that they achieved the Great Link, a place where they are able to merge themselves and their consciousness to achieve a state of complete harmony. It has been said with pride that one founder has never harmed another. 

One can assume that the Founders’ attitude towards the solids is due to their being shun so long ago. Their goal of ultimate domination of the galaxy might be due to this. Other reasons are speculated, in which will be included in my hypotheses below.

While Founders can hold almost any shape, every 16 hours, they must regenerate. This involved desolidifying and reverting to their natural viscous state. If they do not regenerate, they begin in essence to “melt”, and will be unable to keep shape. 

Hypotheses:
The Founders are akin to a race of shape shifters introduced in Star Trek: VI.

The Founders are about to die soon, or revert to a complete state in which they do not leave the Great Link in the Omarion Nebula. 

The Founders’ wish for domination is in part to wreak revenge, and in part to lay forth a path for their servants to continue their work when they revert. 

It is generally seen as a compliment if the shape shifters allow you to see themselves desolidified. 

The Founders continue to produce offspring, but not in the rather large numbers that most humanoids do. Perhaps only a few are produced per year, and it is rare that they leave the comfort and protection of the Great Link.

