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A method of providing a shared community experience in an
electronic system. The method may include transporting
signals associated with common content to a group of
subscribers such that each member of the group receives the
same content and establishing the shared community expe-
rience between members of the group by providing com-
munications between on or more members of the group
during playback of the content.
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METHOND AND CVCTEM OF PDOVININGC CHADED
METHOD AND SYSTEM OF PROVIDING SHARED
COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE
[0002] The present invention relates to methods and sys-
tem of providine a shared community exnerience throuch an
tem of providing a shared community experience through an

electronic medium.
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ommunity experience may generaily be

exnerience where multinle community
experience where muitipie community

members at Vanous locations 51multane0uslv experience

{0065] One problem with providing such a community
experience relates to supporting communications between
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roun receives the same content
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ence information may include information to indicate mem-
hers of the oroun 1 1 1
bers of the group

<
content accessed by members of the group, or to indicate
by .

svailakility of the members 16 ensace in the shared com
avallauvliii Ul uwie eliuery W 156156 111 uIC sliaicu vulll-
munity experience

—

[0011] The method may further included providing com-
munity information to members of the group, such as to
share voting information of members of the group with
respect to the content, to indicate ratings of the member of
the group with respect to the content, or to indicate a
question posed by one or more members of the group to the

[00121 The method may further included providing vendor

y further included providing vendor
specific information to members ot the grour
100131 The method mav further included establishine ver-
10013] The method may further included establishing ver
bal communications between members of the group, such as
by establishing the verbal communications on a voice over
internet p P)s syste 1 impl 1

— J
on the T ily, the m 3
further mclude estauhshm" textual communications
g textual communications

between members of the group

[00141 The method mav further included transnorting sio-
LYVRS) 200 MEIoC may JUNRRer INCCeC transporiing sig
nals for displaying television content, video content, static

o ntant It tiva gaming hotwoen memhere of

1ve gaiiiiiig oCiweCil MiCiiiocrs O1

t
nrovidino t
roviding t

]
ntroll ng conten

mav frthe cliided »

One non-limiting aspect of the present invention

rstem of nroviding a shared community expe-
stem O proviaing a snarea community expe

cable television enVlronment The SVste may
i1-

PR M Do
ul ulbl

sy
[ DR SR |
SLCLLL PIUVIU L dAddOUCIALICU
mimber of subscribers and a 1

iocatlon devices configured to receive signals from the

svstem nrovider and to maninulate the sionals for Amnlqvmn
system provider and to manipuiate the signals Ior dispiaying

content on television located at the subscriber location.
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[0019] The provider may be configured to simultanecusly
distribute common content to the televisions of mulitiple
oy <h communi

oronn memboeres and to simult
51UU1} LIICIIIUCLD Al W DU L

cations between the group members so as to provide the
shared community cxpcricncc such as o disiribuie the

rn
Lv
receive or he
and to dlstrlbut uch group member g inatin, g content to
the other group members. The nrovider mav be associated
the other group members. The provider may be associated
with a cable television network for transporting the signals
AAAAAAA B L =] L= P VIV, 3 R SRS SR, Iy Ry
dbbUbld €d Wil 1€ snarca COIT 1ULLILY CAPCIICLILC DCIWCCILL
each group member.

o r
mon11 Tha aheva footiiras and advantages alang with
LUUle 1110 dUuuve 1ealulioedy diiu au dlldécb, dlUllé wiul
other features and advantages of the present invention, are



adily annarant
readily apparent

the invention when taken in connection with the accompa-

1ying drawings.

vam tha £
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The preseni inveniion is poinied oui wiith pariicu-
aritv in the apppnripri claims. However, other fea

arity i ine CNaca Ciaims. DOowever, olner Iea

present invention will become more apparent and the present

n will ho hoot understood by roforrine to 1
YWlll UL ULDL uliuvidiuua U)’ 1\.«1\.«111115 wWwouiv 1un-

lowing detailed description in conjunction with the accom-
pany urawings in which:

[0023] FIG. 1 illustrates an electronic system in accor-
dance wiih one non-limiiing aspeci of ihe preseni inveniion;

rnn~ 4l T/ A M i L TR B
[RAL ]| rigo. & 1lustrdle 1€1100 1
providing a suared community e ccordance

rnnnz1 T 1 i1l otwentac o M i o
LUUAJJ LINT. 4 1uUsLated dl U 111 aclul-
dance with one non-limiting : >sent invention.
The system 10 relates to any environment where a provider
12 transnorts or sunnorts the transnortation of electronic
12 transports or supports the transportation of electronic
signals over a network 14 t

0 one or more customer locations

hox (STR) 20-36. television

OX (WO1i5) 3U-30, IWCiCVISTE

[0026] The provider i2 may be associated with any elec-
tronic ervice provider, such as a cable teleVis'on, broadcast

PR F e ,\41,.,‘ smtnnr st A Tlas 4...,\.",1,“. b B e
Al UL UUIC Pl viucr., 111C PlUVlu T U V4 lllcl_y PlUVIuC Clll_y
number of services, including television, video, audio,
muiti-media, data, interactive gaming, and the like.

[0027] l ork 14 may include any number of fes

tures and OpUOIl 0 support signal ¢ mmunications between
ider 12 and customer locations 16-22. The network

~ anG CusiCiner 10Calitils 19-44. 11000 NCIWOIK

the nrov
the pro

14 may 1 lude terrestrial and extraterrestrial components
3

nnnnnn YRR PN
. 1L lllcl_y lllbl uuc
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as the Internet and
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setton boxes (STEs). modems. cable modems (CMs). com-
settop boxes {STBs), modems, cable modems (CMs), com
puters, digital or personal video recorders (DVRs, PVRs),
mm e AT ot A NATA N o A e e A e 1 s
Icdid CIIdl aldaplcrs (vl LAS ), dllt/ 0 OUlUCL Algitdl addpl-
ers (ODAs). The customer location features are shown as
separate, standalone features, however, the present invention

ully contemplate ombining the features and/or the func-

v o C iy
Yy conemp:ates comoming ine ieaures ana/or e unc-

tions associated therewith with other features in the system.

[0030] The provider 12, network 14, and customer pre-
mises devices may be configured io operaie according 1o or
sunnort the oneration of anv number of nrotocols. apnlica-
SRp Ay WA MR AsiAAL ME Ty MRS MR YRSy S p Ay s
tions, and procedures, including applications such as, but not

Timitad 16 linoar and nonlin 1O MrOoramIming
1Hmnea 1o, 1incar anG non-inc tCICVISIONn Programining

(cable, satellite, broadcast, etc.), Video on Demand (VOD),

inieraciive ielevision (iTV), inieraciive gaming, pay-per-
view (DD\/\

such as Hvper Text Transfer

View ), and protocols such Iyper Text Transfe
Protocol (HTTP), Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol
N otorarls Noanagormont Deatanal

o N
C INCIWOIK V1L rIrouoCo1

anagemeit

TFTP),

Data Over

described with respect to its applicability in a cable televi-
510n environment. The present 1 nvention, however, is not so

The provider 12 or other entity associated with the

mav nrovide a oranhical user interface (GUD or
may provige a grapnica: user mteriace (GuUl) or

such as a Webpage or phone service, to facilitate

celecting MAML,‘.‘.,‘ e tnoliiaion wrt D S CTTEUY @ YU PR
SCICLLLE THCHIDCLS 101 lllblublUll WL lllC élU p. VpL lUll'
ally, a lead member may be identified with the group and

grantea various capamntles for COIlII'OlllIlg access thereto

and coverning the oneration thereof Anv number of eaub-

ang governing inc oporaiien ncreel. Any numeoaer o1 sud

scribers may create their own commumtv groups and invite

AL L/Ulllclll lU
ay related tn

”v Trancn'n sS

[6034] For example, the provider i2 or other feature
associated with supporting the shared community may com-

thu~iigh o M Hotinim muenoaadiiea A sneaa 11 diolas mmay o
LlLlUbléll dll livitaviuil Pl veuule. PUP' P uldlUé pust _y uc
displayed through gr aplnc,l features of the STB to a user
Cat “ L VO e DD
waiching ihe television, such as through a VOD or EPG
platform. The user may then select whether or not they
would like to accept the content associated with the shared
experietice
o221 Tha onntent may ko fronamemtad frman o haadand
LUUJJJ 1110 vulieliy lllcl_y UC lleULLUU 101111l a Jleducliiu
unit or other upstream feature associated with broadcasting



ordignlavont
Lioraispiayont

ubscriber originated content may be
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[ Block 76 relates to establishing communications
hetween the members of the oroun. The communications
between the ers of the group. The communications

may relate to verbal, text, video, or o ther commumcatlons
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100371 Similarly. the STBs 20-36 mav establish textual
100371 Similarly, the STBs 30-36 may establish textual
communications where text messages from other members
of the group are displayed in a pop-up window or other
feature displayed in the televisions 40-46. Identifiers and
other features may be inciuded to identify the users in the
window and the text messages associated therewith, similar
to an instant messaging arrangement
o021  The abilitv to sunnort andio and/or textual com-
10038] The ability to support audic and/or textual com
munications through the STBs 30-36 may be advantageous
b Fonilintn macn ~F sien ~F tlin alinend  aerimaelaimen o 4laa
O 1dCLILAIC CddC U1 UdDC UL UIC 11AICU CXPCIICLICC dd UIC
software and other logic associated with supporting the
communications is removed from the user thereof, thereby
eliminating the need of the user to supvort comnlex com-
g the need of the user to WHNH complex com
munication svstem The audio p

other members and may i

P TTaD
nciude a UdB or other easily
connectable feature for connectine to one or bhoth of the
connectable Ieature for connecting to one or both ol the
D
17

mation collected during onitoring to other members of the
oronn nnA/ ayctam anarator in charce of ciinnorting th
group and/or a system operator in charge of supporting the

shared experience. Op tlonallv. the member may include
preferences and other f i
s

manaopmpnt nption >

C
b

associated wit report. g CtherS ft C users
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0411  Another manacement feature mav
val] Another management eature ma

shared content, such as by providing pr ompts and other
ing 1a

nts to the user for r ity of the content
s o the user Ior r 1ty the content.
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[0043] Another management feature may include allowing
the oronn leader or otheor member of the orouns to manace
(S80S 51UU1} vcauvl Ul vudivl liviiivel Ul uiv yUU}J o 11101105\.«

content shared with other members. The group leader may

specify viewing schedules and other plan' to facilitate
controlling content shared with other members of the group.
Optionally, the provider may supersede or otherwise arbi-
trat contont sharcd amonost the community such as to
udiv uiv CULILCILIL DLIAIVAL ALIIVITEDL LV VUL IUIIJL)’, DULVLL Ad W
limit distribution of vulgar and/or salacious materials.
rnonaal o SR L JEE I T NP ST, (PRI
RS S| une  aspect 1 LI prosciu 1 CIILOIL ITlales o
permitting television service providers to leverage off of
r o r o
available network-based infrastructure to support muiti-way
communications as well as “leader-based” services that
communications as well as “leader-based” services that
would allow the organizer of the group to automatically tune
the televisions of ‘pfﬁim 5. Service providers may also
provide the software on t p box to enable the service
and recoup their costs by forcing the consumer to pay for the
use of the service. The exverience mav be
use of the service. The community experience may be

centered around the television but not limited by location.

V- ogetner group.
are a"tomaf"‘qﬂv tuned by

il
may be provisioned via
. A simple speaker phone

he set-top box or to the
the set-top box or to the

ay audio call. The manage-

o ~F & v e o dlad ey 1. tha
o Ul uc ClllllC PlUbeb paie _y UC 1lianuicua uuuug,u uic
TV/set-top box and the remote control. The participants may

naturally communicate with each other while

event. movie, favorite telev
vent, movie, lavorite tele

be able to
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TV hasaed charad avﬂav;avi

d ep g
by the television service vrovider on simple television viewingo ﬂ'\n same nnnmnt to ;nrlmom content onnmmml mav
y the television service provider on simple television viewing the same content, to indicate content accessed may
platform. members of the group, or to indicate availability of the
R T ORI, J R (UL DL
100471 A digital photograph stored on a user PC can be members to engage in the shared COMIunIty experienc
t o PR e e : 5. The method of claim 1 further comprising providing
uploaded to a secure location on the service provider net- B o
O community information to members of the group.
WOIK. UuSCrS OI1 a 11St 01 auilnorizZed users ma lllcll lULdlC . N
. Y . y 6. The method of claim 5 further comprising configuring
this photograph using a user interface on the television g 4
PR L . the community information to share voting information of
set-top box and view the image on the television set. e S
/\,dditiona] leatures Of t1’13 svstem mav inelide additianal LCHIDCLS U1 LI BIU p Wil ICSPCCL LU UIC COLLICLL, LU 1dIcdic
y include additional .
- . ratings of the umb-,r of the group with respect to the
media types (sound files, digital video, etc.) and combina-

P ,\1‘“:.,‘,11\,\ P /,-11:1,‘ P ¢,: 4-.«,/-4,‘ B PRSI b PR AE
HOLE DT ICU LyPes \SUUC SHOWS 5el 10 HIUSIE, TOWELT LI members of the aroun to the other mnmk s of the oroun
. \. The system mav also allow for synchro- members of the group to the other members of the grou
presentations, etc.). The system may also allow tor synchro o s
o f Py . T 7. The method of claim 1 further comprising providing
nized and managed presentation of the media combined with S S
real-time, multi-way communications fVoIP conference call 10T SpECIC THIOTMAON 7o TEMbErs ol e grovp
i 7 N 8. The method of claim 1 further comprising establishing
video conference call, instant messagin, $s B B -2
T verbal communications between members of the group
1ario, a group leader can control the 9 The method of claim & further comprising establishing
. .. 9. The method of claim 8 further comprising establishin;

nt
it mayv not be shareable

cony control vn]nn {ie it mav he
py control rules (i.e. it may not be shareable, it may be
transferable it the original copy is destroyed, etc.). h
ronAgl g reguired. detailed embodiments of the nresent 11 Thomoethod ofclaim 1 Rirthor comprising transn no
LVVTEY | 430 LVA{ULLRAL, UL LalivAL \.«LLLUU\JALLL\.«LLLO Vi1 uiv plvoviit 41, 1Luviiuvuivaua vl vialiiil 1 1u1 [SSLS7 4 L/Ulllyllblllé LlallDPUl llllé
invention are disclosed herein; however, it 1s to be under- signals for displaying television content, video content,
stood that the disclosed embodimeits are merely exemplary static image content, or interactive gai 1irg between mem-
of the invention that may be embodied in various and bers of the group
alternative forms. The figures are not necessarily to scale, 12. The method of claim 1 further comprising providing
some features may be exaggerated or minimized to show a graphical user interface (GUI) for use by one or more of
details of particular components. Therefore, specific struc- the television system subscribers in selecting members for
PRENS NP R S g TIPS PRI DS DN Ry R MRS SN R A a1 1
wurdal 10 TULICLIOLAL UCLALLS UISCIODOU LI ICI 1 4dIC 1101 W C lncluslon W][ 1 the group
internreted as limiting blwt merelv as a representative bhasis 12 The meoathad of claim 12 firthar camnrcing nraviding
r R Y, =24 v -~ ) i A, 1liv LLL\JLLL\J\J Ul Vidllll 14 11Ul uivl VULLIP L IO1L, ;JLUVJ\JJLL
for the claims and/or as epresematlve basis for teaching the GUI throu h ettop box (STB) interfaces of the sub-
one skilled in the art to variously employ the present il e B ) .
one skilled in the art to variously employ the present scribers.
invention. 14, The methed of claim ishing
[0049] While embodiments of the invention have been @ group leader lor controllin the
- - - . . qhawrad ~AnmrmnInity av 3
1llustrated and described, 1t 1s not 1ntended that these Sdivil VULHILULLILY
i 15. The method of cla rov1d1ng
the group leader with content
nrovided to the croun o n the
provided to the group o n the
group.
1 T L a1 1 O -
10. 10€ meinoda o1 2
the television signals associated
with a television servi
17 Tha tantland A F 2 A3y
P 111C 1HIcuIua ul UVIULLL
o PN the television signals f sociated
in a television system, the method comprising: ©
’ ; = with one or more members o
transportine television sionals associated with common 18 The maethad of no
transporting television signals associated with common 18. The method of n
content to a group of television service subscribers such the content from at lea
thaot acnh mramhar AF tha geotin vocaivag tha goma a0 T i1 1 . : N
uldt €alil Mol O1 uiC group reClives uic Saiiic 1Y. 1he meihod oi mprlblng Oﬂglndl-
content; ing the content from i order (DVR) of at
SR T S ST I least one of the group m
COLADIIGIILY, COllLIULICAlully  DCIWECLL HICHIDCIS U1 UIC A0 A m,‘ﬂ,.,\,lv,\f; = "
group such that each member of the group is able to a5 4 HeEeE et b v
: P : ence in an electronic ¢
communicate with each other; and
wherein the shared community experience is provided by transp g signails ass a
. S . ’ group of subscribers the
the ability of each member of the group to receive the =
o i g S 1 group receives the same content; an
SALIC CULILCLHIL aliu uuul,uuucuc Wll cdacll uuict -

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising tuning a establishing the shared community experience between
customer premise devices associated with each of the mem- members of the group by providing communications
hovra 11 tha gratim 0 o mnarticlaw talavicinn channal 46 dignlayy hotwrann oA or more memhore oF tha geatim diving
UCLD 11 uIc 21 UP wa Palllbuldl LCIC VIDdIULL viiallicl W ulb}ua_y UCLWOCIL Ul Ul 11IuIC 1ucliiiuel» Ul uie 51 P CuLi;
the content. playback of the content
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21 Tha mathad n{‘rdn;m M0 FHirthar comnricing nraviding mamhoare cn ng tn nravida tha charad ~cammiTnity avnal
21. The method of claim 20 further comprising providing members 50 as to provide the shared community expe
the content through television signaling rience
P Y P g [y VIR B -~ ™ . o~ 1. -~ 1 . 1 s 1 .
22. A system of providing a shared community experience 23. The system of claim 22 wherein the provider is
in a cable television environment, the system comprising: configured to distribute the content over one or more tele-
ot AL el e g vision channels.
d b_yblC 1 PI VIACT dS50C1d1Cd 11 AISUIIDULL lg COIIL L 1O o , 4. ~n B P . .
7 number of subscribers: 24. The system of ciaim 22 wherein the provider is
’ configured to receive the content from one or more of the
a number of subscriber location devices configured to
receive signals from the system provider and to
manipulate the signals for displaying content on tele-
vision located at the subscriber location;
wherein the system provider is further configured to with the shared community experience b between each group
simultanecusly distribute common content to the tele- member.
y distribute common content to the tele
visions of multiple group members and to simulta-
neously establish communications between the group LI



