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Youth Conference on Environment and Sustainable Development in Sweden
Background

In the summer of 2002, the world’s governments will gather in Johannesburg, South Africa, for the United Nations World Summit on Sustainable Development. Ten years earlier some 20 000 representatives of non-governmental organizations, including youth groups, decisively contributed to the historic meeting in Rio. The time has come for a new generation to take the lead.

The Youth Conference in Borgholm

As a contribution to youth preparations for the 2002 World Summit, the Swedish Minister for the Environment, Mr. Kjell Larsson, is pleased to announce a Youth Conference on Environment and Sustainable Development. The conference, which is an official part of the Swedish EU Presidency, will take place in Borgholm, Sweden, between the 23rd and 27th of May 2001, and gather some 250 young people from EU and other countries from different parts of the world.

Objectives

The aim of the conference is to let young people come together, identify common grounds and develop strategies for the World Summit 2002. Hopefully, the conference could be a constructive dialogue between youth from EU and the rest of the world about the global environmental and developmental challenges and also provide a strong path forward through elaboration of ideas, assessment of needs, as well as consideration of campaigns and action for change in the process leading up to the World Summit.

Organisation

A secretariat with two young conference coordinators has been established at the National Council of Swedish Youth Organizations. Close cooperation is maintained with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and Nature and Youth, Denmark, who are planning a further step in a common effort towards the World Summit: a youth conference on sustainable development in Denmark in the spring of 2002.

Content

Central elements to be discussed during the conference could presumably be innovative ideas for global co-operation and good examples of local activities on sustainable development in connection with Agenda 21. The agenda and format of the conference are being discussed by national and international youth organisations and others involved, in consultation with the Swedish Ministry of the Environment.

The Minister for the Environment would like to invite you to take part in the preparatory process of the Borgholm Conference and to contact the secretariat with any ideas you may have concerning the agenda, form, participation and issues that you feel should be addressed during this conference. Moreover, please share with us your ideas for youth input to the official 2002 event.
Participation

The secretariat will consider nominations of candidates from youth organizations as well as personal applications from individuals and smaller groups. The majority of the participants will be selected from the age group 18–25 years. The conference itself will be free of cost. Individuals in need of travel reimbursement will have to request for this in their applications. 

Language 

The working language will be English. Arrangements for interpretation will be decided depending upon needs and available resources.

Application 

Closing date for application will be the 20th of February, 2001. To obtain the application form, please send a short letter, fax or e-mail of interest as soon as possible to the secretariat.

Contact information
Secretariat for the Youth Conference on Environment and Sustainable Development

Swedish Ministry of the Environment

Camilla Funke (camilla.funke@lsu.se) 

Helena Klingvall (helena.klingvall@lsu.se)

Telephone: +46 8 4408670 

Fax: +46 8 203530 

http://www.eu2001.se/eu2001/calendar/ 

UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme): theodore.oben@unep.org
Nature and Youth, Denmark: landskontoret@natur-og-ungdom.dk
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