Ivory Dragons

ARKAIN AND ARKANA

Large Magical Beast

Hit Dice:  16d12+48 HD (192 HP each)

Initiative:  +4 (+4 improved initiative) 

Speed:  60’, fly 150’

AC:  25 (+12 natural, -1 size, +4 magical)

Attacks:  1 bite, 2 claws, 2 wings, 1 tail slap, aging breath weapon

Damage:  2d6, 1d8/1d8, 1d6/1d6, 1d8, 10d4 (DC 22)

Face / Reach:  5’x5’x10’

Saves:  Fort +10, Ref +11, Will +13

Abilities:  Str 19 (+4), Dex 10 (+0), Con 18 (+4)


     Int 18 (+4), Wis 12 (+1), Cha 18 (+4)

Skills: Spellcraft +10, concentration +10, diplomacy +6, knowledge – languages +10, scry +6, engineering +6, sense motive +6, intimidate +6

Feats:  Improved Initiative, Stomp, Advanced Language Affinity

Miscellaneous abilites: spell use, fear (DC 19), spell resistance 21, web - breath weapon (DC25), freedom of movement, immune to disintegration and aging spells, damage reduction 5+1

Climate Terrain:  Temperate plains

Organization:  Pair

Challenge Rating:  11

Treasure:  Double normal

Alignment:  Lawful Neutral

Advancement Range:  By Level

Created for the purpose of demonstrating dedication to his own mad schemes and sorcerous might, Kain (before he became a lich) spent 50 years in isolation (through the use of successive removal spells) carving each and every scale of what would become the culmination of his magical creations: the Ivory Dragons.  One female and one male, the dragons are thankfully unique at this time.  Granted mind-boggling powers through the use of dozens of spells, the dragons were each brought to life through the use of wish spells.  Possessing the minds of hatchlings in the bodies of young adults, the “children” were initially satisfied playing with each other and having Kain feed them.

Polymorphed as a large ivory dragon, Kain was later able to show them the rudiments of using terrain to hide themselves, hunting-and-gathering, the use of their spell-like abilities and breath weapons, and also how to depend on each other for survival.  The sponge-like genius minds that they were born into quickly developed Kain’s outlook on life, while the initial years spent in isolation taught them loyalty toward each other.  Kain’s knack for languages being enchanted into them, the children learned to speak those languages known by their father: common, elven, dwarvish, goblin, draconic, and infernal.  Among the lessons Kain provided was the use of their sorcerous powers.  The two grew to like the ivory rain spell, most of all,  because it spoke of their heritage.

Over the next few months, Kain’s lessons were not all kind, and some of them were vicious and downright cruel.  The children grew to regard the outside world with an air of distrust mixed with curiosity – the very outlook that Kain possesses.  Knowledge of the War of the Races was driven into their minds, as well as the advice not to view any one race with contempt, but to view each creature by their own merit.  They came to realize the differences between the races and creatures, and the lands each inhabit.  In doing so, they came to learn that they did not fit in the scheme of things, and it was then that Kain revealed the nature of their own origin.  Shock quickly turned to a sense of passive betrayal, and the dragons fled from their creator.  Kain followed after in an attempt to soothe them, but decided to give them time to come around.

As a salute to their creator’s own history, the female dragon named herself Arkana and the male dragon named himself Arkain.  In the months that they have been on their own, the pair have increased their territory, and have chosen the plains as a favorite landform.  Teaching themselves advanced hunting and protection methods utilizing gaseous form, the twin dragons have taken a deep interest in the wars they have witnessed.  Taking their favored form of clouds (through the use of gaseous form), the two have witnessed a dozen battles with glee.  They revel in the inter-play and have a curiosity about how and why such wars develop.   Being too stubborn to query their father, the two are anxious to meet human leaders.  They understand, though, the fear of dragons that most have, and continue to bide their time, fully aware of the millennium allotted their own existence.  Most subjects have been, and will continue to be, treated with that wait-and-see mentality – a mark of their father’s heritage of supreme patience.

Arkana and Arkain have recently met with several other dragons, and have been greeted cooly by all of them.  The brass and gold dragons they met see them as innocent byproducts of a mad sorcerer, saving only pity and a cold shoulder for the ivory dragons.  The adult black dragon wished only to destroy the two, and it was then that the twins had their first encounter with evil.  In the pitched battle that followed, the ivory dragons were unfortunate to have to kill for their own survival.  Claiming the resulting hoard was of little consolation, as this initial view of evil has colored them against the alignment, and at this time they view all evil-aligned creatures as destroyers.  Ever the curious sort, the children of Kain would like to know what makes a creature evil.

In the never-ending quest for knowledge (another shadow of their heritage), Arkana and Arkain have begun gathering more detailed information about human and demi-human cultures.  Unfortunately, most passers-by were unwilling to break with direct information without a fee for this information.  The subject of money then came about over time, and the two realized a need for money and fine things.  The only problem – gathering it.

In the initial debate concerning the collection methods, Arkain (being the more brash of the two) proposed a simple crash-and-steal method on wealthy caravans.  To alleviate her own conscious, Arkana (the more thoughtful) suggested setting up large traps and collecting a tariff for aid.  In her opinion, they were aiding those who needed help – it hardly mattered that the victims were unaware.

Given over to little concern about others, Arkana does not generally help those in physical need, but will, as long as there is no threat to her own safety.  Arkain reluctantly assists on occasion, but more often than not he sits polymorphed nearby as a hawk or gaseous formed into a cloud to watch over his sister’s safety.

On the rare occasion that has inevitably occurred when the rescued individuals have attacked Arkana, the pair’s fury has been devastating. They have thus collected tremendous amounts of booty from merchants who were unwilling to listen to reason or receive aid from a dragon, instead preferring to attack the pair.  To date, the dragons have not killed small (mediums-sized) creatures that have attacked the two – regarding them as acting impulsively – instead preferring to send them running weaponless and naked.

Traps set by the two often involve acts of ransom (by extortion with Arkain as the dragon toward a helpless village or town and Arkana polymorphed into a fearless knight), or more elaborate traps on highways using their engineering skills.  Through the use of their combined magics and knowledge of construction, the two have crafted some ingenious traps, indeed.  

Arkain and Arkana have yet to patch up differences with their father, Kain.  They have fleeting thoughts on the matter and have every intention of doing so, though their fascination with learning about their world has kept them preoccupied for the moment.

Arkana has spent the last few months building what must be a large underground complex.  Having now been gone underground for some weeks, there is speculation that her work has been more related to building a nest.

