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“The whole point of Nietzsche’s philosophy is to deliver us from the teachings of Christianity, which he called the ‘Platonism of the people’” (Garret 2000).  If Nietzsche is to deliver the people, all of the people, from Christianity, he must appeal to every type of man in order to rescue them from God.  It is impossible to make these many differing types of appeals and still hold the logical man in sway.  Nietzsche is not the only one who is guilty of this, but also the many authors of Christianity.  For these reasons the logical mind should find it incredibly difficult to be held in throe by either of these ideologies.


This is not the only issue with the philosophy if Nietzsche when considered by the logical man.  Nietzsche condemns and embraces the tools of logic whenever he sees fit for his argument.  Comments like “…priests and legislators are the authors of this corruption of reason;” (Nietzsche 1968) 19imply that reason is something above the church, and worthy for him to take his time to separate from this source of wretchedness.  Yet on the other-hand, he professes that the problem with Socrates is that he made “…a tyrant of reason…”  (Nietzsche 1968) This sort of condemnation would not attract those who are devotees of reason anymore than the logical fallacies contained with his writing.


Though these two things are deterrents of the logical mind, there is one element to Nietzsche’s writing that can’t be ignored.  In his small-scale critiques, his appeals relate a well thought out and important new perspective.  His works can appeal to the man of reason, as long as this man does not take a significantly large amount of Nietzsche’s writings into account.


Because these logical fallacies are evident in both Nietzsche’s writings and Christian writings one can examine both and make parallels.  One of the simplest ways to do this is to look at three of the classic Greek modes of persuasion; logos, pathos, and ethos.  Logos will appeal to logic, pathos will appeal to the emotions, and ethos will appeal based on social factors.  One can identify how these two different types of writings argue based on these Greek modes of proof and see how Nietzsche and the Christian writings he condemned so much share similar characteristics.  One can also examine these appeals and see how they fail for those who prefer the use of logic.  Though this is the case, the final task for the reader of Nietzsche if they prefer the use of logic, is to sift out the text that fails and find those things he had to say that are congruent with the logical mind. 


Logos is the argumentative appeal to logic (Foss 1996).  Nietzsche does this most prolifically in his essay “How the World at last Became a Myth.  He follows a series of six steps that appeal to his psychological training as well as history.  The first two steps of this process are:

1:  The real world, attainable to the wise, the pious, the virtuous man – he dwells in it….2:  The real world, unattainable for the moment, but promised to the wise, pious, the virtuous man…(Nietzsche 1968).

These steps maintain symmetry by following the “wise, pious, and virtuous” man all the way through.  Nietzsche also follows a logical argument in the essay “Morality as Anti-Nature.”  He argues that the Christian morality denies man many of the things that are necessary to life, such as procreation.  By making these necessary processes the equivalent of sin, this morality becomes “anti-nature.”  Nietzsche demonstrates this point when he says; “By saying ‘God sees into the heart’ it denies the deepest and the highest desires of life and takes God for the enemy of life” (Nietzsche 1968).  Logos is also used by Christianity, the very item Nietzsche is arguing against.  Many of the proverbs in the Book of Proverbs represent logical advice on better living.  Many people who do not necessarily believe in the doctrines of Christianity cite these proverbs as good rules to live by.  Even though as a whole neither Nietzsche or the Bible appeal to logic, these serve as examples of how each make use of logical argument.


Pathos is an appeal to the emotions.  Nietzsche makes many different types of these appeals.  He excites the desire to live; he makes fun of people playing off of their desire to be liked; he embraces the artistic drive, just to name a few.  Nietzsche makes use of man’s desire to live, one of the simplest of instincts, and turns it against Christianity in many of his writings.  He makes statements like “…holiness itself merely a symptom-syndrome of the impoverished, enervated, incurably corrupted body!” (Nietzsche 1968).  Most people would not want to associate themselves with that which is diseased, and call themselves diseased.  This statement appeals to this feeling and helps Nietzsche utilize human desires for his own argumentative purposes.  Christianity also plays off of these emotions.  One can look at the same method, utilizing the desire to live, and base much of the Christian doctrine off of this.  It can be seen in the Puritan belief that if you sinned you would have something negative happen to you in your everyday life, such as illness or death.  It can also be seen in the promise of the afterlife.  If one loves life, why would they not wish to live it eternally?  Nietzsche may say that the Christian doctrines say “no” to life, but they can also say yes just as effectively as Nietzsche himself can.


Ethos based arguments appeal to the stature of the speaker or writer.  It is a way for them to bolster their persona to make them more persuasive.  The idea behind using ethos is to make the audience feel as if they could not argue against you, as they do not have the necessary mental abilities to do so (Foss 1996).  Nietzsche tends to pair his ethos-based arguments with pathos-based arguments.  An example of this pairing is his relating of Christians as weak, and himself, the “yes-sayer” to life, as stronger, smarter et cetera.  In one portion of “The Anti-Christ” he writes:

Truth has had to be fought for every step of the way, almost everything else dear to our hearts, on which our love and our trust in life depend, has had to be sacrificed to it (Nietzsche 1968).

After Nietzsche defines truth in this way, he goes on to elaborate that the “Christian” truth is easily attained and one has to sacrifice nothing and only have a simple faith.  He uses ethos by identifying himself with a truth that is fought for, making himself the stronger and smarter.  He appeals to pathos because most men do not willingly choose to go with the weak and “un-true.”  The Christian appeal to ethos is painfully obvious.  No one can argue with God if they are a Christian.  He is the ultimate speaker whom is unquestionable.  Nietzsche also mentions this point several times; relating that one of the faults of Christianity is that by placing the source of all truth in God cause and effect are mistaken.


Why do these arguments fail the logical man when they both utilize so many different methods of persuasion?  One is contradiction, another is the way they alienate reason.  It is difficult to consider Nietzsche remotely logical when in the introduction to “Twilight of the Idols” he says, “This book…is above all a relaxation…This little book is a grand declaration of war” (Nietzsche 1968).  A relaxation and a war are contradictions in terms.  Christianity fails logic when examined for contradictions as well.  Scholar Dan Barker noted, “…’God is not the author of confusion," (I Corinthians 14:33), yet never has a book produced more confusion than the bible! There are hundreds of denominations and sects, all using the ‘inspired Scriptures’ to prove their conflicting doctrines” (Barker 1992).  This statement is only one example of how people can use the Bible to prove anything (Kuchinsky 2004). Not only do both of these ideologies, Nietzsche’s and the Christians’ contradict themselves, but they also ridicule logic.  One of Nietzsche’s ideas can be summarized well by David Peddle’s statement:

Nietzsche conceives of philosophy by analogy with art.  Because there is no real object of philosophical thought, philosophy is akin to creative activity and is freed from the restraints of reason (Peddle 2004).

It is difficult for a logical mind to believe that the search for higher truth would be hindered by reason.  Nietzsche also condemns science and education for the masses.  This is a subject discussed at length in the essay “What the Germans Lack.”  He explains that Germany is a civilization in decline because science, based on reason, is held in high esteem.  He also ridicules Germany because many people are obtaining a higher education.  Rather than seeing this as a logical way to improve society, he sees it as making society more mediocre as a whole.  Christianity also can make logic an undesirable.  The creationism versus evolution debate that still rages is evidence of this.  The doctrines of creationism are biblically obtained and lack hard evidence, while evolution has fossils and other types of proof supporting it.  Still many Christians refute that evolution exists.  To refute evolution is just another way of turning away from logic and ostracizing it from their doctrines.


It has been said that everything that is controversial holds at least some truth.  If this is the case there must be some sort of logical truth contained within Nietzsche’s writing and the doctrines of Christianity, even if they are not present in the texts as a whole.  There are many different things that Nietzsche attempts to persuade his reader to believe; Germany is in decline, many of the great thinkers are not worth wasting time on, Socrates was an idiot, Christianity is a misguided religion.  Of all of these arguments, the most logically sounds ones are related to Christianity.  Throughout “Twilight of the Idols” and “The Anti-Christ” Nietzsche maintains a clear train of thought and develops the same arguments throughout.  Particular arguments are the most clearly thought out and prolific, and stay with the logical reader long after the book is put down.  Some of these arguments include; that Christianity has a negative impact on the continuation of life, Christianity attracts the weakest of people and lifts them to a place of worship, and that the Christian morality is actually an “anti-morality.”  While Nietzsche has these strengths in his argument, Christianity is lacking.  The entire belief system is divided with different sects and different ways of interpreting the Bible.  Nietzsche had no such divisions.  The many things he published were the writings of the “Untimely Man.  The only parts of Christian doctrine that make logical sense are some of its comments on how to live, such as the Ten Commandments.  While modern society has not adopted all of them into law, many of them have been modified to law and upheld and sanctified in the courtroom where they are daily defended by the sacred and logical process of argument.


Both Nietzsche and Christianity made an appeal to anyone that would listen to adopt their ideas.  Both made use of every mode of proof possible; logos, pathos, and ethos.  Regardless of this they both fail for the logical person.  Nietzsche contradicts himself just as capably as the Christian doctrines.  Not only is there evidence of contradiction, but of the alienation of logic as well.  Even though this is the case, the logical man should take time to determine which parts of these influential ideologies should be considered.  From Nietzsche, his anti-Christian arguments make the most sense.  And though it is more difficult to find this strong argument in the Christian beliefs, one can examine the ways that their doctrines have influence modern law and see value there.  It is important to examine both of these very different ideas and see how they are similar and different and understand where these ideas should be adopted and where, for the logical mind, they are rubbish.
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