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In the first episode of the Getty video, the teacher followed the guidelines of DBAE, and gave the students the opportunity to develop skills to experience, analyze, interpret, and describe the expressive qualities of visual art.  Before beginning the lesson, the teacher took the students outdoors to look at the sky, which I thought was a great introduction.  It seemed to really get the students’ attention, and to pave the way for what was to come.  I also liked her demeanor, as well as her brightly colored, bold-stroked,Van Gogh-looking jacket with matching earrings.  She looked like a walking Van Gogh artwork. 

I was impressed by the way the teacher had designated a section of the room for the  “Artist of the Month.”  Focusing on a particular artist (in this case, Vincent Van Gogh) allowed her to show the specific styles of art and technique for which he was known (self-portraits, landscapes, paint strokes, etc.) She also helped bring Van Gogh to life, by telling of his poverty, and how he often went hungry in order to purchase the materials to work with. The lesson had a recurring theme throughout, and it wasn’t just a thirty-minute art lesson crammed into a busy day full of other scheduled activities. Not only did she have examples of Van Gogh’s work, but she also made a chart of art terms and definitions, with an emphasis on vocabulary.  Having the display in the room helped to reinforce to the students what they had already learned, and to build on it with their new assignment: to paint a landscape.  

Some of the prints of Van Gogh’s work were held up by several students, while other students were asked to point out distinguishing characteristics, such as the colors, lines, shapes, strokes, and symmetry, from portraits to landscapes.  I felt this was a great way to involve the students, and also to help them to learn to be more observant and critical of art.  The teacher pointed out how the artist had used broad strokes and how artists can bring emotion and feeling to their creations by the use of diverse techniques.  

She introduced the criteria of the assignment, and also gave a very thorough demonstration of how to work with the materials.  I also liked her classroom management chart and how she had designated the students to be painters or helpers for the first half of the assignment, and then had them switch.  My daughter’s kindergarten divides the class by gender, and I thought this teacher’s number system was more appropriate.  
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At the end of the assignment, the students were asked to talk about their work.  Several of them mentioned how their art reflected their feelings.  For example, the girl with the rainbow said she it made her feel “romantic,” while one of the boys said he felt sad because it was nighttime, and no longer playtime.  This seemed to help the students experience the art, as well as comprehend and interpret it, and showed them how to 
interject a more expressive quality into their own work.  This was clearly more than just a “craft activity.”

The second episode of the Getty video was also a good example of a DBAE classroom.  The teacher had previously discussed Japanese prints, and how one artist, Mary Cassatt, had been influenced by them.  She had many good examples of Japanese prints, along with Mary Cassatt’s work.  This teacher also used examples to point out the different styles and methods of art, such as genre and printmaking, diagonal lines vs. symmetrical or asymmetrical, composition, point of view, etc.  The students also discussed historical aspects, such as the clothing depicted in the art, the daily life of that period, etc.  

For their assignment, they were given specific criteria to meet, but their work was also, in large measure, left to their discretion.  They were given historical information, examples, a good demonstration, and finally, the materials to work with.  I liked that they were able to rework the problem with extra materials, and develop a final product of their choice. 

The most interesting thing I noted from watching both episodes was that both teachers mentioned that they were dissatisfied with their careers before learning about DBAE.  The first teacher had considered retiring, and the second teacher was considering a transfer to a higher grade-level.  Because of DBAE, they were more satisfied, and the students undoubtedly benefited from having enthusiastic and satisfied teachers.  The second instructor spoke of how her research had led her to finding the connection between Mary Cassatt and Japanese prints.  The first teacher also spoke of her new interest in art and her desire to visit several museums.   The students, too, can only benefit from this new job satisfaction, and renewed or newfound appreciation for visual art.  

Overall, I was quite impressed with the videos and with DBAE.  But I must add that the classroom atmosphere depicted in the videos contrasted sharply with what I have observed in local classrooms during my Edu 100, 200, and 300 classes.  For the most part, the classes I have been in have seemed rushed and hectic compared to the ones in the video. I have not had the opportunity to observe an actual art class, but I would have to guess that if they are allotted 30 - 45 minutes for art, before moving on to other subjects, there is probably not a great deal of demonstration and discussion time before and after the activity.  

