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Grade 2

Mrs. Trembly

Sequence of events:

08:20 – Candace taught her graded lesson.

09:20 – The students started rotating through centers.

10:40 – We read two chapters of Shiloh.

11:00 – Departed.

Episode:

Today was Candace’s turn to teach.  Because it was a graded lesson, Angie and I sat in the back of the room and watched.  The students were enthusiastic about the lesson.  Most of them participated and there were no major management problems today.   I think the colloid experiment really got their juices flowing.  Some of the students were just beyond sitting still by the time they got to the centers.  I had a difficult time getting them to focus on the Fan-n-Pick structure.  I almost had to change clothespins (loss of recess minutes) on several students that I don’t normally have any problems with. 

Analysis:

It was hard to get the students focused on the Fan-n-Pick.  However, when they were focused, they really gave some good answers.  They were keyed up and a bit more of a management problem, but their thinking levels were up as well, so this was a good thing.  All of them showed genuine interest in the new vocabulary words and by the time we got through most of the fan-n-pick cards, they seemed to have a better understanding of the topic.

I had to teach a lesson for my Science Strategies immediately after my time at Fairplain. The students were 4th graders from Ravenswood Elementary.  They were keyed as well! They were on a field trip to the college!  There was a major difference between the Ravenswood students and the Fairplain students.  None of the students from Ravenswood had ever done quiet signals w/raised hands (or the beginning clap).  These students were a lot harder to manage.  I had an awful time keeping their attention.  The quiet signal, even when I really made them wait, only lasted about 2 minutes at a time.  This experience really made me appreciate the importance of a working quiet signal.  

Pillar:

Professional Commitment

I chose professional commitment as my pillar because of today’s quiet signal insight.  I think choosing a quiet signal and enforcing it with known consequences shows the students you mean business and they need to buckle up.  It takes a little more effort to reinforce something such as this, but in the long run, it is far more beneficial to the students as well as the teacher.  

