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January 28, 2005

Journal Entry 

Grade 2

Mrs. Trembly

Sequence of events:

7:30 – Arrived and signed in.

7:45 – Met in the gym for the pledge.

8:00 – Math

9:00 – Our group did a getting-to-know-you activity with the class

9:30 – Centers

10:00 – Writer’s Workshop

10:30 – Teacher read a book about synonyms

Episode:

The students were well behaved today.  The teacher only had to give two quiet cues.  Our getting-to-know-you activity went well.  We did a “find-the-fib” activity but we called it a “trick-or-treat” and gave pencils out at the end for the “treat” part.  After our activity, the students went to five different centers.  Each member of our group walked around helping the students with the centers.  Two boys were at a math card game center and I joined them.  One of the boys (I haven’t learned his name yet) unintentionally shuffled the cards before the other boy (Kyle) was finished with his turn.  Kyle became aggressive, grabbing the cards from the other boy’s hand, throwing them, and calling him names.  The other boy did an excellent job of ignoring him.

Analysis:

I wasn’t sure how to handle Kyle.  Because the other boy was handling it quite well, I chose to ignore Kyle too.  However, when he started calling the other boy names, I told both of them that we do not call each other names and for a few seconds his anger was transferred to me.  Thankfully, the teacher called for a center change and although Kyle was adamantly refusing to work with his partner (verbally), he did go to the center and sit.  The other student started working with the center materials, still ignoring Kyle and after about 10 minutes, Kyle gradually started working as well.  

Later, during Writer’s Workshop, I helped Kyle edit his essay.  The assignment was to write about anything that they wanted.  Kyle’s paper was about how he and his sister were a great team when it came to being mean and how he good he was at being a devil for his mom.  After reading his paper, I believe I will be seeing more disruptions from Kyle in the future.  In his paper, Kyle seemed to be very proud of “being a devil” for his mom so I think a lot of his aggression may be for attention and/or his aggression is accepted or possibly encouraged at home.  Ignoring Kyle’s outburst foiled his attention-getting tactic (if attention was what he was seeking), but preventing outbursts would be a lot more appropriate.  I don’t know if the other boy is teamed with Kyle all the time, if so, it would be fairer to rotate him through other teams. 

For preventative measures, I would include structures that involved disagreeing agreeably and have all of the students practice gambits for disagreeing agreeably.  

Pillar:  

Decision making skills

I had an on-the-spot decision making moment when Kyle had his outburst.  I wasn’t familiar with Kyle and didn’t know if his aggression was going to escalate into something worse.  I based my decision to ignore him on the fact that the other student had decided to ignore Kyle because he knew him a lot better than I did.  Decision making skills aren’t always done during the reflection and planning phases; the really difficult ones are the ones you have to make on the spot in unfamiliar territory.  

