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Journal Entry 

Grade 2

Mrs. Trembly

Sequence of events:

12:45 – Arrived and signed in.

12:50 – Met with the other Ed 401 students in my group and made further plans.

1:20 – The students arrived and we started our lesson.

2:00 – Departed.

Episode:

The students were wild today.  Apparently they had a party this morning (Pawbucks?) and so they were more keyed than usual.  Also, I believe they either had Friday off or Monday off (or both) so I think this definitely contributed to the mood.  Our planning probably didn’t help either.  Since Mrs. Trembly had requested that we work on money this week, we had planned a review on the board and then a shopping experience for the students, with real items.

Analysis:

They loved buying the items from the “store”.  We had bottles of juice, crackers, and candy.  Each student had to purchase his or her items by doing the calculations on their white boards.  Then, once we checked their answers, they were awarded the item.  This probably would have worked better to give them a tally sheet of what we owed them because distributing the items was too distracting.  

I found that Kyle seems to be more advanced in Math than the other students.  While the rest of the students were either counting off on a grid or drawing and canceling coins on their whiteboard, Kyle did his in his head. He was rounding off the number, and then adding the numbers he had dropped during the rounding.  (Example:  he had 50 cents and was purchasing 23 cents, so he dropped the 3 cents, rounded to twenty to make it thirty and then counted back three (that he had dropped) to reach the total of twenty-seven.)   It was great to see what process each student was using to get an answer.  I think this information would really help if we were going to do another money activity.  

Pillar:

Teaching Skills

Activities that show the students’ thinking processes are great tools.

