Melissa Abshire

Edu 330

February 11, 2005

Journal Entry 

Grade 2

Mrs. Trembly

Sequence of events:

7:30 – Arrived and signed in.

7:45 – Met in the gym for the pledge.

8:00 – Math

8: 05 – Lesson about timelines and presidents

9:30 – Centers

10:45 – Wrap up

Episode:

This was my turn to teach. The students were really well behaved today.  The first part of my lesson was done in the direct teaching style.  We discussed President’s Day and then we talked about timelines.  After that, they spent the rest of the afternoon in teams doing presidential and timeline activities. I only had to use the quiet signal twice and that was during the center activities.  All of the students participated in the lessons and I had their attention most of the time. 

Analysis:

   What I thought they would like the most (the activities) turned out to be a little frustrating for the students and what I was afraid they might find boring (the timeline demonstration with Lincoln) they seemed to enjoy.  

   I included the life of Abraham Lincoln to explain timelines.  When I first started, I asked questions to find out what they knew about Mr. Lincoln and they knew a lot more than I had expected.  I thought the timeline presentation was going to be boring for them, because I was doing most of the talking, but they really did seem to enjoy it. 

   For one of their team activities, I assigned each team a president to research and had them write their facts on a paper doll cutout.  This was the activity I thought they would enjoy the most, but only a few teams seemed to do well with it.  One team fought amongst themselves over who was using the reference book, pencils, etc., and ran out of time.  Two teams struggled with the reference books.  They had a placemat with the information as well as the book, but names of the presidents and dates were hard for them.  

    All three Ed 401 students as well as Mrs. Trembly made an attempt to work with the team that was fussy but nothing really seemed to work.  After they were finished making their presidential cutouts, I had one person from each team share the information about their president.  Then I had another member from each team come to the front of the room with their presidential paper men and they made a timeline.      

    The wrap up activity involved the students making a personal timeline.  While walking around the room I got the impression that they really hadn’t understood the idea of a timeline because some of them were drawing cats and dogs, etc.  However, one of them explained that they had a cat first, then their mom bought a hamster, and finally, they got a dog.  I took their personal timelines home with me because I wanted to try and work them into a bulletin board.  It wasn’t until I looked at them at home that I realized that most of them really did “get it”.  

   My all time favorite moment of the day was when I was working with a team of students in the writing center.  It was starting to get loud so I tried to use the 6-inch voice idea.  None of them had heard of it before, so I was trying to explain it when one of the boys (Josh) leaped out of his seat.  He came back with a yardstick and proceeded to measure the table, informing me that we had at least 23 inches between us.    After that, we used our LIBRARY voices.   

Pillar:  

Teaching skills.  

The best moments of the day were during the times I thought the students wouldn’t really enjoy and the worst moments of the day turned out to be the ones I really expected to go smoothly.    Teachable moments just happen, planning doesn’t hurt, but teaching skills really need to be sharp because sometimes even the best planning in the world isn’t going to cut it.   

