Melissa Abshire

Edu 330

February 4, 2005

Journal Entry 

Grade 2

Mrs. Trembly

Sequence of events:

7:30 – Arrived and signed in.

7:45 – Met in the gym for the pledge.

8:00 – Math

8: 05 – Lesson about the continents

9:30 – Centers

10:00 – Graham cracker activity

10:30 – Wrap up 

Episode:

This was Angie Summer’s turn to teach and the students were well behaved.  Angie managed to keep their interest throughout the lesson.  The students were starting to get loud once they were back in their teams and rotating through the centers.  Mrs. Trembly had to step in and give them a reminder that we could and would give them a card change if necessary.  This really helped. One reminder from her went a loooong way.  

My center went well.  The students that rotated through it seemed to enjoy it.  I had to change the rules about three times, but otherwise I think it went well.

During math, Josh asked for help with a telling-time question.  The question he was most troubled with was: “If it is 3:05pm, what time will it be one hour from now?”  We discussed how the minute hand would travel all the way around one time during an hour and this would mean that the little hand would move to the next number. This seemed to confuse him so we then tried to concentrate only on the little hand. I told him if we were going to move forward one hour, it would just move to the next number, which was four.  This still didn’t go well and by this time, he was getting very frustrated and somewhat emotional. He complained that I was making it too hard for him. Not knowing what else to do, I called Angie over to see if she had better way of explaining it to him. 

Analysis:

It was Kyle that was having meltdowns during my last visit, and Josh’s turn today.   He really seemed to be having a bad day.  Kyle, on the other hand, did excellent. He played fairly and stayed on task.

Josh’s frustration with the time question had me worried that I had done a bad job of explaining it to him, but Josh had many, many, frustrations today.  It wasn’t just the time-telling moment. It was the reading moment, the team research moment, the graham cracker moment, etc. He was nearly in tears at every turn. Mrs. Trembly also mentioned that they have just started working on time.  Josh’s team was the first to rotate through my center, and Josh refused to play at first. He kept pushing the cards around and complaining about everything.  I tried encouraging him to join us in the game but he seemed determined to be difficult.  Mrs. Trembly noticed him, and in front of everyone, she told me not to baby him and if I needed to change his card, not to hesitate.  After that, he slowly joined us and eventually seemed to enjoy the game.  I’m obviously not tough enough but then again, how tough should I be when it really does appear that a student is having a bad day?

My center was about matching synonym cards.  I had to keep changing the rules because they kept finding ways to cheat. (They were very resourceful.) There are several students in the class that are borderline MMI.  This center definitely needs better modifications for these students.   Mrs. Trembly has asked that one of us pull these students from the groups and work on other activities such as sight words, etc.  

Pillar:  

Teaching Skills

It was disheartening when Josh told me I was making his time worksheet harder.  It was great being able to call another person over to help out but that isn’t always an option.  I didn’t expect Josh’s meltdowns today because he didn’t do anything like this during my last visit. I would have liked to use a manipulative to try and help Josh understand telling time, but when I asked him if he had one, he said they are not allowed to have these at their desks. 

Good teaching skills are crucial during moments like these.  (Confidence and experience are priceless!)

