Bucktail Educational Seminar

By August J. Marchetti III


I wish to begin by expressing great enthusiasm for the idea of a Bucktail Educational Seminar, and I hope that the idea prevails.  I will attempt to gather groups of information within each area of this subject matter.  I hope to give you enough information on events leading up to, during and after the war so that the contribution of the men of the Bucktails units can be fully understood and appreciated.  


I highly recommend that every individual wishing to elect this course, or be a participant in this seminar hold a passing grade in a history course covering the period of the American Civil War.  The intention here is not to exclude people and those interested in history without formal education on the subject should certainly be considered.  


The following is a summary of  what I recommend for the agenda of the course:

Causes of the Civil War; the beginning :

· This part of the course should be reviewed in the beginning of the seminar, just to make sure everybody is up to date, and at an understanding at the same level as the rest of the class.

Basic Review in Pennsylvania’s contribution & politics :

· Pennsylvania played a very crucial role during the Civil War.  The industrial businesses and natural resources were all important factors in the economic strength for the Union.  This section of the class I believe should be centered around Pennsylvania's railroad system, iron and steel industry, and agricultural wealth.

Fall of Fort Sumter, and how it effected life in 1861:

· Fort Sumter fell on April 12th, 1861.  This event greatly stunned the northern population, and outraged many citizens who were amazed by the actions executed by  the South Carolinians, whom had just succeeded from the Union.  Although there were no casualties suffered during the 3 day long siege, this would start the Americas bloodiest phrase, the Civil War.
· Also in this chapter, President Abraham Lincoln issues a proclamation, calling for 75,000 troops to defend the Union.  Pennsylvania was asked to contribute 16 regiments of volunteers, however due to the patriotic hearts of many, 25 Volunteer regiments were raised.  
Home-life in Pennsylvania; News of War :

· The purpose of this section of the seminar is to find the characters you wish to focus on.  I feel as if this part would be the appropriate section to introduce the main individuals that help form what it is we are trying to explain.  
· I believe that this should focus on the Pre-war life of these individuals, before they are involved in the conflict.

Key Figures

· Thomas Lieper Kane, of Philadelphia County

· Charles J. Biddle, also of Philadelphia County
· Roy Stone of Warren County

· Hugh W. McNeil of Warren County

· Charles F. Taylor of Chester County

· James Glenn of Allegheny County

· Walton Dwight of Potter County

· John C. Bassler of Lebanon County

· David C.M. Appleby of Huntingdon County

· Langhorne Wister of Philadelphia

· Henry S. Huidekoper of Crawford County

· Thomas Chamberlin of Union County
Formation of the Bucktail Regiments :

· This section should visit the different counties which contributed soldiers into the ranks of the Bucktail Regiments
· Tioga County -  4 Companies of Bucktails





· Perry County – 2 Companies of Bucktails
· Cameron County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Warren County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Carbon County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Elk County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Chester County – 2 Companies of Bucktails
· McKean County – 2 Companies of Bucktails
· Clearfield County – 3 Companies of Bucktails
· Clarion County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Allegheny County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Potter County – 2 Companies of Bucktails
· Lycoming County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Huntingdon County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Mifflin County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Luzerne County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Lebanaon County – 1 Company of Bucktails
· Philadelphia County – 4 Companies of Bucktails
· Crawford County – 4 Companies of Bucktails
· Union County – 1 Company of Bucktails
From Civilian Life to the hardships of Military Life:

· For many of these men who volunteered into the Army, they did not realize how rough the life of a soldier would be.   Many of these soldiers were infected with deadly illnesses, many of these men were also required to march long days and nights on empty stomachs.  These hardships were hard on those who were week and had trouble adapting to this life.  But some of them were broken of the civilian life, and now were made soldiers.  Home sickness was also a big thing during the first few months after they left for the war.  Letters home and from family are highly recommended to look over, and explain to the students what these men felt, and how the people at home felt.  Sometimes it will take hard explaining, but if done correctly your point will get across, and they will feel in their hearts what these people had to go through.
Getting to know the backwoodsmen, later to be dubed the Bucktails:

· This should be where you introduce the minor players of the Bucktails.  Find background history on some of the privates, Corporals and Sergeants in order to have the class better relate to them.  Where they come from, where they’ve been.  Family relationships, romanance relationships and their “recreational”time when they had it.
Campaigning with the Regiment (June 1861 to December 1862):

· This section should deal with the regiment’s actions from the time it left Harrisburg until the Battle of Fredericksburg.  This part of the section should break off in time for the rest of the class to focus and better understand the next section.

The New Bucktails :

· Major Roy Stone and Captain Langhorne Wister are sent back to Pennsylvania to form another Brigade of the elite servicemen known as the Buctkails.  This section should start off as soon as Stone and Wister left the Bucktails for Pennsylvania.  And should end during late 1862, around the same time as the “Campaigning with the Regiment” section.
Baptisim of Fire – New Bucktails – From January 1863 to June 1864 :

· When the new Bucktails were formed, they  were not respected nor liked by the men in the Old Bucktails.  In late 1862, the 149th Pennsylvania Bucktails attempted to settle the riff between the two.  The 149th Regiment graciously had presented the Old Bucktails with a new Battleflag.  As their old one had been captured (as should be explained in “Campaigning with the Regiment.”)

· By the end of the first unit of this section listed about, the rest of the seminar should be taught coinciding all three regiments until the muster out of the Original Buctkails.   This should cover the following:

· Assignment to Washington (August 12th, 1862 to February 14th, 1863.)

· Chancellorsville (February 14th, 1863 to May 31st, 1863.)

· The Gettysburg Campaign (June 3rd to July 14th, 1863

· Campaigning through Virginia (July 14th to May 1st, 1864)

· Richmond Campaign with Grant (May 1st, 1864 to June 14th, 1864.)

Muster Out of the Original Bucktails :

· This may be somewhat confusing if not properly explained in the “Campaigning with the Regiment” section.  In that section, it should explain how the Pennsylvania Reserves (with the Original Bucktails) went from state service, into the national service.  The Bucktails were never actually mustered into national service, therefore not really having to be mustered out by Federal Service, but was released by the State instead.
From Petersburg to Appomatax (Final Days of the Bucktails.)

· This should bring to light the re-enlistment of the majority of the Old Bucktails into the 190th Pennsylvania Volunteers.  Also, it should mainly focus on the struggle between the new Bucktails and their hardships of war with Grant in command of the Army.  This should cover the period between the “Muster Out of the Original Bucktails” section and end on February 11th, 1865 when the men in the New Bucktails were sent to Elmira, New York to serve as a guard until muster out on June 24th, 1865.
Back to Civilized Life; reunions and monument dedications:

· It is worthy to mention what happened to many of these men after the war.  Many went west during in search of gold and a better future.  Some stayed home and started familys, if they didn’t already have one that is.  But some years after the war, the men of the Bucktails (all regiments) gathered in reunions to dedicate monuments to fallen comrades.  This should be the period in which the seminar should recollect on what happened during their time of enlistments to the time of their muster outs.  This shall be the conclusion to the seminar with the following:

· Colonel Charles Frederick Taylor Monument Erection and Dedication, by his family, friends and comrades.  Speech given by his friend and subordenate, Captain Edward A. Irvin, later Lieutenant Colonel.  Irvin does a good job by recollecting on some of the hardships suffered by the original regiment, but those hardships often were suffered by every regiment in the war.

Recommended Bucktail Historians :

· Imhof, John D. - Author and Historian

· Palm, Ronn. - Bucktail Image Collector and Historian

· Adams, Richard G. - Bucktail Living Historian

· Fye, Chris – Bucktail Living Historian

· Matthews, Richard E.  – Author and Historian

· Sherry, Jeffrey E.  – Author and Historian
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This just about concludes my ideas for such a seminar.  Further information listed above can be provided at request.  I will try to assist further devolpment of this course when needed.  Once again I am very intereted in this specific seminar, please keep me posted and up to date on what happens with it!

Regards,

August J. Marchetti III

Webmaster & Historian of the Bucktails

http://www.pennsylvaniabucktails.com

