Battle of Dranesville

December 20th, 1861

~

Casualty List


First I’d like to mention a few things before this list of fallen Bucktails is considered to be a “most accurate” source.

William B. Holland Says 4 Killed – 27 Wounded.  Source: Holland, William A.,  "The Old Bucktails--Their History", Duncannon Record, August 24, 1988

The casualties in the Reserve Corps in the battle of Dranesville were, six killed and sixty-one wounded; two were reported missing. The killed were Samuel C. Walker and Daniel Darling of the Sixth regiment ; John Sexton and John W. Stockdale of the Ninth; G. Raup, S. Galbraith and G. Cook of the Thirteenth regiment. Among the wounded there were five commissioned and two non-com​missoned officers.

It is mentioned by Lieutenant Colonel Thomas L. Kane, that a report made by Doctor S. D. Freeman, Regimental Surgeon, listing 2 Officer’s Wounded, 3 Enlisted Killed, 24 Enlisted Wounded.  Leaving the casualty list number at 29 Officers and Men touched by fire that day.


Thomas & Rauch also mentions “Kane’s report, 3 Killed and 27 wounded, was therefore incorrect by one.  
However, it is listed by Samuel Bates’ “History of Pennsylvania Volunteers 1861-1865” that 3 were killed and only 5 wounded.  With a combined list of names from both Bates’ and the Muster Roll of the Bucktails, it comes very close to the number that Kane and Freeman give.  Below are the members of the 1st Pennsylvania Rifles who were either listed as KILLED, WOUNDED or CAPTURED.  
ENLISTED MEN/NCO’s -KILLED

1. Corporal Samuel Galbraith,  Company B

2. Private George Raup, Company B

3. Private George Cook, Company E
OFFICERS - WOUNDED

1. Lieutenant Colonel Thomas L. Kane, Field & Staff

2.  Captain Alanson E. Niles, Company E
ENLISTED MEN – WOUNDED

1. Private Francis A. Foster, Company B

2. Private John Pennell, Company B

3. Sergeant Enoch Barnum, Company C

4. Private Nelson Geer, Company D
5. Sergeant George A. Ludlow, Company E
6. Private Samuel W. Campbell, Company E
7. Private Barzillia K. Dewey, Company E
8. Private Parish Mosier, Company E
9. Private Edward Osborn, Company E
10. Private Benjamin B. Potter, Company E
11. Private George Bott, Company F

12. Private Charles Meddler, Company F

13. Private Thomas Furlong, Company G

14. Private John B. Brink, Company H

15. Private Robert T. Lain (Lane?) Company I

16. Private John F. Barnes, Company K

17. Private James Glenn, Company K

CAPTURED

1.  Private Lewis McGraff, Company E
Killed

Wounded
Missing

Total

· Officers……………………….…….0………………………..…2……………………0……………………..2……………

· Enlisted Men………………………3………………………….17…………..………1…………………….21…………..

· Total………………………………....3………………………….19…………………..1…………………….23………….

Kane was wounded when he was struck in the face by a bullet in the right side of his face, knocking out some teeth and producing long-term difficulty with his vision.  In his Field Report, Kane makes a remark of a serious wound that Captain Niles of Company E suffered, but fails to mention anything of his own wound.

He returned to the regiment in time for the Valley Campaign against Stonewall Jackson during the Spring of 1862.

Alanson E. Niles, Captain commanding the Tioga County boys of Company E, was severely wounded during the battle.  He was struck by a spent enemy round which pierced his lung while at the head of the regiment, which at the time was being led in a charge.

In both the Regiment’s Muster Roll, and Bates’ “History of Pennsylvania Volunteers,” he is not listed among the wounded.  However, Lt. Col. Kane & Dr. S.D Freeman both report his wound, especially the seriousness of it.  

According to the “History of the Bucktails,” Niles returned to the command of Company E after recovering from his wound which he received at Dranesville.   

This is one of the wounded soldiers of the First Pennsylvania Rifles that went over looked.  Niles deserves special mention due to the heroic manner in which he wounded.  

Private George Cook seems to be the only man as a “confirmed” kill mentioned by Thomson & Rauch in the “History of the Bucktails.”  According to the latter source, they say “it is probably not out of place to mention here the death of George Cook, of Company E, after whom the G.A.R., Post 315, of Wellsboro, is named, he being the first man from Wellsboro County to die in battle.”
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