PARTITIONING A HARD DRIVE

Ok, you have gone out and bought a brand new hard drive......Drool Drool *LOL* Firstly you should have checked that your bios chipset will support the size of drive you intend to put in it ie: a pentium 120 wont support a 20Gig hard drive *LOL*, ok supposing the guy in the comp shop knew what he was talking about

you get home with your new drive no more sluggish loading,  heaps of space for kids games , pictures of grandma, the dog the goldfish, and not forgetting all the porn *L* etc etc all the good stuff that takes up precious disc space and slows up your pride and joy to the speed that granny walks at during a boot up *LOL*. Here's how to install a new hard drive, clovens brain transplant for beginners if you like, not particulary difficult to do but tricky all the same and it's worthwhile to pay attention while your doing it so as not to screw it up. Ok first of all we will cover hard installation of the drive, switch your comp off at the wall. You may read in books about the requirement for an earth grounding strap for your wrist while you're in the guts of your comp, no need, just earth yourself through the chassis before touching any chips, or the motherboard (Though you wont need to to change out a hard drive). Unscrew your comp case, gently ease it back and lift it clear, you will probably find yourself looking at the top of your CD-ROM drive, right underneath it lies the brain of your comp your hard drive, now if you have big hands you might find it easier to disconnect the CD and remove it totally to allow access to your hard drive. Typically four screws hold it in place and it is connected via a 40 pin in-line connector and a power supply plug.

Your Hard drive is the same, gently remove and lay to one side, now if you are replacing your hard drive totaly then fine no problems if however you are primimarily using it as your primary drive and you old one as your secondary drive then jumper plugs need to be altered %)=).

1 Ok we are just replacing a hard drive no-worries, check with the manufacturers jumper settings (the jumpers are typically situated at the back of the hard drive), and make sure the jumpers are set up for the drive to be the primary drive(this is the drive that Windows recognised as your boot drive ie: C drive)

2 We are using your old drive as a secondary or slave drive, check the jumper positions at the back of this one also, because you are going to have to change these so that this drive becomes a slave.

Either way re-connect your hard drive(s) with the 40 pin connectors and the powers supply plugs, and the 4 retaining screws in each, next replace the CD-ROM in exactly the same way if you had to remove it for access.

Ok no worries you have done the easy part, *LMAO* now replace the cover and insert your boot disc in the floppy drive, and boot your comp.

Once the floppy has loaded you'll be greeted by the A prompt that is the A:\>. Instead of a mouse and menus, you'll be using a command line interface to tell the computer what to do. In other words, you'll be typing in instructions. Windows 98 users will be asked how they want to start( choose option 1) before the A prompt.

Type in fdisk, Press the enter key on your keyboard. If you have a later version of Windows 95 or Windows 98, and your hard disk is over 512Mb in size, you'll be asked Do you wish to enable large disc support? Y/N.

What you are choosing here is whether or not you want to install FAT32.

The next screen should show you the cursors flashing between the two square brackets next to Enter Choice. Was your hard drive divided into different parts, sat C and D drive? If so, then that means it was partitioned. If you want to make a clean start, you could delete these partitions and make new ones. This is a good opportunity to change the size and number of partitions, Select option 4-type in the number and press enter.

The next screen gives you details about the partitions on your hard drive. Have a look under the Type heading and make a note of this for each partition.

For example, the Primary DOS partition is called PriDOS, whilst partition 2 is an extended DOS partition.

Press the ESC key to go back to the previous screen.choose option 3- Delete partition or logical DOS drive.

In the next screen, delete each partition by choosing it's type. Delete in the following order: first any non-DOS partitions, second Logical DOS partitions, and finally the Primary DOS partition.

You'll be asked to enter the volume label. This must match exactly whatever is underneath the Volume Label heading at the top of the screen. If there's none leave it blank and press enter.

You'll be asked if you're sure- enter Y for yes. When it's finished, the message Primary DOS Partition deleted appears. Do this for all of the partitions.

Back at the first screen, select Option 1 Create DOS Partition or Logical DOS drive. Don't let all the technical jargon confuse you here. A DOS partition and a logical DOS drive are essentially the same thing. Then choose Option 1 again- Create Primary DOS Partition. Next you'll be asked if you want to use the maximum size for a Primary DOS Partition and make the partition active. If you only want one partition enter Y, to make multiple partitions enter N.

In the next screen enter a size for the first partition. For example, you may wish to divide up a 6Gig hard drive into three 2Gig partitions (or 33% of the total disc space each), or you could divide it into one partition of 3Gig and two of 1.5Gig each. Choose a size and press enter. The next screen will show you information about the partition you have just made. Press ESC to go back to the first screen, and select Option 1 again.

You can only  have one Primary DOS Partition. For subsequent partitions choose Option 2 Create Extended DOS partition. Next, choose how big this partition will be and then press Enter. This creates an extended DOS partition-but dosent give it a drive letter. To give a partition a drive letter (for example, the first partition 

will most likely be called C, while the second will be called D and so forth) you need to make it into a logical drive. Press ESC.

You're asked to enter a size for this logical drive. Do this, and press Enter. A message will appear saying All avaliable space in the Extended DOS Partition is assigned to logical drives. Press ESC.

Once you're back at the main screen select Option 2- Set Active Partition. This makes it possible to boot(Or start the operating system) from that partition. In the next screen, enter the number corresponding to the Primary DOS Partition-this is the one with Pri-DOS under the type heading. Restart the PC by pressing ALT-CTRL-DELETE keys simultaneously. 

Finally you need to Format the hard disk. At the A: prompt, type in format C:/s. This simple looking command will wipe everything from the hard disk, every tiny piece of data, and copy over the system files. Nothing will be left on the hard disk. For additional formatting of partitions type in D: and so forth and so on for each drive letter that you have allocated to a partition. Remove the boot disk restart your computer and all being well you should have the C: prompt which means you are ready to install your O/S. And, if you have faith in Microsoft products then you have far more than I have, but here at least are the* scary*

Bits explained regarding partitioning a hard drive, just take your time and it isn’t a problem………………Happy hard drive installing

Cloven
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