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Jude BK Pao, Chinese name Pao Bing-kwang (international code 0545 3521 0342), was born in Kwangtung Province, southern part of China on 29 June 1924. In his early days, he studied in the primary and middle schools of the famed Dr. Sun Yet-sen's University in Canton. Due to the outrage of Second World War that tore the whole country apart, he had no time to complete college education before he joined the military service. In the spring of 1944 he was enrolled by the air force flying school in Kunming. The school was later converted to the Air Force Academy. 

[image: image2.wmf]Owing to Japanese blockade, constant harassment and incessant bombardment on Mainland China in those days, flying activities of Chinese airmen were confined to combat mission only. Training flight was impossible for lack of aviation fuel and short of aircraft parts. Consequently, Cadet Pao and his fellow students were sent as the 13th Detachment to Lahore, Punjab, in Pakistan (at that time Pakistan was still a part of India) for primary training and the United States homeland for Basic and Advanced training. Graduated, Class 45-F, from the Western Training Command, U S Army Air Corps, he received a certificate to wear American Pilot Wings. At the same time Chinese Aviation Commission (Forerunner of Chinese Air Force) authorized him to wear CAF Pilot Wings. 

World War II was officially over as Imperial Japan unconditionally surrendered ten days before Class 45-F commencement on September 8. However, Sub Lieutenant Pao was told to remain in the States to complete OJT (On the Job Training) in USAAF 
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Third numbered Air Force. Being chosen as a reconnaissance pilot he had to go through a thorough and specific training. He knew what difference between a Recee Jockey to a Fighter Pilot. A young fighter pilot can always follow the leader but a Photo Joe, a lone ranger, must be in command at his own regardless of his seniority. Consequently he was determined to learn more about the Lockheed P-38 Lightning and the flying environment, such as: aerodynamic, meteorology, aircraft configuration, power plant, onboard equipment, photography, map reading, communication and navigation aids, etc.        


From Douglas Field he and other five new graduates were put on a train bound for Oklahoma City, Oklahoma via El Paso, Texas one week after graduation. Only two and a half months in Will Rogers Field he received a period of extensive B-25 instrument training before Will Rogers field paid off to FAA (Federal Aviation Agency). Even in such a short stay, though, he made many friends on base as well as in the City Center Roller Skate Link in Oklahoma City.

[image: image4.wmf]Shortly before Christmas of 1945 he was told, once again, on the move way up north. The Air Corps Dispatch Officers put them (Twelve young pilots) on a train-ride from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma through Kansas City, Kansas and Omaha, Nebraska to Rapid City, South Dakota. Rapid City Airbase Authority lined up a well-planned program for P-38 combat crew training starting right after the holidays. 

Dakota is a wonderful state of America but located in a very cold region in the Rocky Mountain.  Born in the semi-tropical region of Canton, Jude had never seen snow or frost before. Of course, he suffered badly. Nevertheless, he felt fine and extremely pleasant because he and his fellow officer students knew how to enjoy themselves by piling up snowman, hunting pheasants, visiting Black Hill and bombarding Mount Rushmore. After completing all the stipulated courses of ground school and enough sorties of flights he was fully qualified as a rated reconnaissance pilot. The Pilot Wings he wore was upgraded to Senior Pilot class in 1960, and further upgraded to Command Pilot in 1978 by the United States Air force.

[image: image5.wmf]Commissioned 2nd Lieutenant in the fall of 1946, he was assigned to CAF 12th Photo Recon Squadron, the only reconnaissance outfit in the air force, in Nanking. No sooner than a routine introduction by the Squadron and a couple orientation flights, he took part immediately in actual combat operations.  He performed successfully a series of combat missions. The target range he had flown extended to the Franco-China controversial islands in the South China Sea to the most delicate Sino-Soviet borders in North Manchuria. Most of the flights were long duration, sometimes more than seven hours. The longest range P-38 Lightning could fly with two large drop-tanks.

[image: image6.wmf]His combat merit was first accredited in a famous Campaign in Sze-ping-J, north of Mukden, Manchuria by mapping out single-handedly a 120 square miles theater of operations that won a decisive war. That was his first medal in his military career. During the period of counter insurgence in subsequent years, he flew more than one hundred and fifty (150) sorties of combat missions. He also took part, from time to time, to fly Yangtze River charting for water work and city mapping for metropolitan development in war-torn China rehabilitation. When the Air Force converted from propellers to jet aircraft in the fifties, he has had the privilege to fly all kinds of reconnaissance vehicle in the air force inventory. A professional Photo Joe, he was exceedingly proud having flown over at least seventy-five percent of the entire Chinese territory and logged more than five thousand hours of flying time.
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Started off a buck pilot, his military career comprised a variety of assignments, such as, Squadron Operations Officer, Flight Leader, Chief Operations, Squadron Commander and Sino-American U-2 Detachment Executive Officer (XO). In addition, he also held jobs, such as: Protocol Officer, Assistant Attaché, Air and Defense Attaché. Of course he headed many important offices too for administration, foreign liaison or intelligence. For higher education he had gone through the Defense Language Institute and the Defense Intelligence School. On numerous occasions he was asked to go back to the United States for upgraded training including high altitude flying training in Davis Monthan AFB Arizona. It was, and still is, important for a combat crew to attend such refresher course. It helps maintain peak efficiency and full comprehension of modern weapon system in order to better perform combat duty. From time to time, he was invited by civilian or military institutes to deliver lectures of his valuable experience (combat tactics, maneuvering skill and technical know-how).
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A born flyer, he enjoyed flying and took great interest in airborne operations, particularly aerial photography and electronic detection. Other than photo-reconnaissance he made great endeavor in carrying out daring covert missions over denied territory such as air dropping of supply or agent. He was a good planner too. He planned and supervised a number of successful ferret operations. As mission required, often time, he made landings outside Taiwan proper as alternate landing strips. Quite often he landed at Kadena, Okinawa, Cubic Point, the Philippines, Kunsan, South Korea or Takli in Thailand. His outstanding achievements had, therefore, earned him twenty-two decorations and medals for bravery or best conduct. He also received three medals from foreign governments for extraordinary services. A dedicated air force officer, he made general in 1976. After thirty-six long years of distinguished military service he retired in the summer of 1982.
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Tucked his uniform, put down his flying helmet and hung up his flying gears, he joined in the government public servant work force when he was still physically vigorous and mentally sharps. Packed with profound operational experiences and diplomatic handling skill, his performance in civil service was as remarkable as in military career. He achieved a most outstanding record before he quitted government job in the fall of 1989 due to his wife's serious illness.

[image: image10.wmf]Before his retirement he did a lot of travels, as his official function so required. He knew how to arrange the official trips that could both benefit mission accomplishment and, at the same time, a most enjoyable sightseeing. He deeply believes in a Chinese proverb "To travel a thousand miles is better than to read ten thousand volumes of books." His foreign services included two years in Bangkok, Thailand, four years in Washington DC and three years in Pretoria, South Africa. After retired he devour much of his valuable time on tours, traveling like a global trotter. His footsteps touched on most of the world's interesting parts in five major Continents plus Scandinavia and deep into the Arctic Circle of North Pole.
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Fond of reading and studying, he was regarded as an exceptionally knowledgeable character. An amateur on electronic and computer, he built many electronic circuitries, played all kinds of PC software and Internet. He put a Home Page on the Net to show his foreign friends how much Chinese people have contributed to the conclusion of the Second World War. He enjoyed good company too. With good friends he played bridge, tennis, badminton and golf. Golf is a very important game of his pastime and major portion of his physical exercise. 
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When he was still a young greenhorn pilot officer stationed in north China, he married former Miss Vivian Wang of Peking on 27 December 1947. Maiden Miss Wang used to be a very fine amateur skater. She performed figure skate beautifully in Peihai (North Sea) Skate Link, a nature frozen lake, among many teenagers. Peihai Lake lies in the backyard of the Forbidden City (National Palace Museum), a most beautiful Royal Garden around Peking's major landmark White Tower. In the recreation garden, flower blossom in the spring, boat rowing in the summer and ice skate in the winter. It was in this fascinating Royal Garden where the couple first met, boating, fishing, water chestnut picking, skating and falling in love.  Both of them were devoted Christians worshipping God. They built up a wonderful family. Vivian died of breast cancer August 1, 1990 and survived four children, three daughters (Kitty, Bobbie and Peony) and one son. (David). There are three lovely grand daughters (Michelle Liu, MaryAnn and Juanita) too.
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